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Greetings,

Welcome to the latest edition of Being More, the newsletter of the Become More campaign. 

It has been an eventful and celebratory start to the academic year both on and off The 
Hill. Many of you joined us for a special kick-off to the College’s 175th anniversary with a 
President’s Council reception in Boston—and our first football game in 32 years against our 
old rival, Boston College. We encourage you to view a complete photo gallery from this 
tremendous evening: www.holycross.edu/pc2018

The campus community also welcomed Cardinal O’Malley to The Hill for a special anniversary 
Mass in St. Joseph Memorial Chapel that recalled our rich history, and reminded us of the solid 
foundation upon which we are building.   

We have accomplished so very much since launching this ambitious campaign. Our efforts 
have already made a major difference in the life of the College and our community. The Joyce 
Contemplative Center has been an enormous success, with students, staff, and alumni utilizing 
this beautiful new facility for a vast array of retreats. And the Hart Center at the Luth Athletic 
Complex is a shining gem of an addition to our campus, a bold sign of our commitment to 
the ideal of the Holy Cross student-athlete. In addition, new programs, initiatives, faculty 
positions, and student resources are already being introduced that will set new standards of 
excellence in teaching, learning, creativity, and scholarship on Mount St. James, and beyond.

We have achieved remarkable momentum. And we will need it as we move forward into this 
later stage of the Campaign. We are especially excited to turn our attention and focus our 
energy and enthusiasm on the final two capital projects of Become More. By now you have 
seen the plans for our game-changing center for the arts and creativity, a facility that will truly 
help us to reimagine what we are capable of as an institution.  

As Professor Edward Isser, the Chair of the Theatre and Music department recently noted:

The new arts center will not be an add-on. It will not be an expensive trinket. It is 
designed—self-consciously so—to be the intersecting, transdisciplinary crossroads 
of the College that connects the material and the spiritual, the physical and the 
intellectual, praxis with theory, and the ethical with enactment.

It is important to remember that the new arts facility is not merely a performance space.  
It will be a laboratory where the next generation of Crusaders can learn, work, collaborate, 
and socialize in a space dedicated to the power of the imagination. It will bring us regional and 
national exposure, and it will make Holy Cross attractive to a new demographic of students 
from across the nation. 

In addition to the arts center, we are preparing to build the new recreation and wellness 
center on the site of the current field house.

As many of you know, it is imperative that we raise the rest of the required funds for these 
two projects by Dec. 31, 2018. We have $11.5 million left to raise to reach our goal and so  
that we can break ground in early 2019. We are building the Holy Cross of the future. This is 
the crucial moment when your help will assure our success for the century ahead.   

Thank you to all who have contributed to this historic effort to help our College fulfill its 
mission into the 21st century. This continues to be a team effort. We need “all hands on deck” 
during this moment in the College’s story. Your generosity will be the key to making Holy 
Cross the finest Jesuit undergraduate college in the world. 

William Phelan ’73           Anne Schiffmann Fink ’85           Richard Patterson ’80

Send ideas, thoughts, and comments.  
We want to hear from you. 

Office of Advancement 
College of the Holy Cross
One College Street
Worcester, MA 01610
508-793-3776 
stewardship@holycross.edu
www.holycross.edu/becomemore
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Crusaders Gather in Boston to 
Celebrate 175 Years of Holy Cross
On Sept. 7, 2018, President’s Council donors gathered 
at the Boston Public Library to honor our traditions, 
mission, and future. The evening was part of a spirited 
weekend of events as Holy Cross descended upon 
Boston for a number of gatherings, including: a lecture 
on Friday at the John F. Kennedy Presidential Library 
and Museum by Professor Stephanie Yuhl, the Boston 
Public Library event, a Red Sox game at Fenway Park, 
and a social gathering in Back Bay. On Saturday,  
Sept. 8, thousands of Crusaders turned out in purple 
in a tremendous display of pride to cheer as Holy 
Cross played Boston College at Alumni Stadium, for 
the first contest between the teams in 32 years. The 
weekend in Boston was a fitting start to a yearlong 
celebration of the 175th anniversary of Holy Cross.  
To view a complete photo gallery from the President’s 
Council event, please use this link:  
www.holycross.edu/pc2018.



Q: For those who might not know, who is Rick Patterson?

A: Well, I was born in western Massachusetts, but as a young  
child we moved to New Hartford, Conn. I grew up out in the 
country—a great place to grow up. But perhaps not the best place 
to prepare one for Holy Cross. So, it was challenging when I first 
showed up on Mount St. James. 

Q: How did you know about Holy Cross?

A: I had a great-uncle who went to Holy Cross, and a cousin.  
Not many people in my family had gone to college. But my mother 
said my cousin, Bill, had a great experience at Holy Cross, so I 
applied. My mother was a single parent and we had very little 
resources. Luckily, I received some scholarships that allowed me to 
attend. Times were hard, but my whole family, including two older 
sisters, chipped in so that I could attend. And I got a work-study 
package. I always had two jobs. I worked in Kimball. And in the 
pub in Hogan. And in the scheduling office and the bowling alley.  
I was also an RA in Beaven. During the summers, I would lifeguard 
during the day and work in a bar at night. I met my future wife, 
Gina, in Kimball. She was also a student worker there. 

Q: You got married in St. Joseph Memorial Chapel here  
on campus.

A: We did. We were married in 1982. It was a beautiful, sunny,  
late October day on Mount St. James. 

Q: Did you go to graduate school right after Holy Cross?

A: I did. I graduated in 1980. In the middle of a lousy economy. 
And I didn’t know what I wanted to do with my life, beyond 
vaguely knowing that I wanted to go into business. So, I started 
thinking about graduate school. I really wanted to go to Columbia. 
I knew they had some great people who had real-world experience 
on Wall St. and in industry. And I was accepted. My mother sold 
our family house in Connecticut so I could afford to go to  
graduate school. 

Q: That’s an amazing story. 

A: From Columbia, I had an offer to work for Mellon Bank in 
Pittsburgh. And that was a great life lesson. My theory on life is 
that you have to identify and take the opportunities that will give 
you the most responsibility and the most potential for growth, both 
personally and professionally. Mellon offered a great opportunity. 
But I only accepted the job on the condition that after I graduated 
from Columbia on Saturday, I started on the bank’s payroll on 
Monday. I was broke. I said, “I’ll come work for you but you have 
to hire me immediately.” And that led to my next opportunity. 

Q: What was that?

A: Well, I ended up starting at the bank before any of the other 
hires. Everyone else showed up in mid-August. I was the only 
trainee there when a guy walked up to my desk and said, “a client 

“My experience at Holy Cross totally  
 changed my life”
 An interview with Rick Patterson ’80

Being More recently sat down with Rick Patterson ’80, the new chair of the board of the College,  
to discuss his love of alma mater, his personal journey, and where he thinks Holy Cross is headed. 

Patterson is the founder of Coniston Capital, a private investment firm. He recently retired as  
partner and co-founder of Spire Capital Partners, a private equity firm. He and his wife, Regina 
Speroni Patterson ’80, have three children: Marty, Anna, and Joe, and reside in Short Hills, N.J.

in Atlanta wants to purchase a cable TV company. Your job for the 
next month is to write a white paper on cable TV. And just like that 
I became the bank’s cable TV expert. Next thing I know, I’m flying 
to Atlanta, to Boston. Learning this new business. Two years later, 
I was sent to open an office in Denver, which was the home of the 
cable TV industry at the time. It was really fun.  

Q: It sounds as if you had a work-ethic and a tenacious 
attitude from the start.

A: I did. It came from my background. It was all about hard work 
and discipline. And truly, Holy Cross taught me how to work hard, 
in every area. I was not a whiz kid. I buckled down and worked. 
I was an economics major. And I experienced one of those great 
transformational moments we associate with Holy Cross. 

Q: Tell us about it. 

A: It was my first semester junior year. The National Endowment 
for the Humanities sponsored this core section in which you 
took Latin American Literature, Latin American Economics, and 
Liberation Theology. One dozen students took all these courses 
together. It was all interdisciplinary. Father Manning taught 
Liberation Theology. Oh, he was the man! Nick Sanchez taught 
the economics course. Professor Connie Montross was great 
and taught the Latin American Literature piece. It was such a 
wonderful experience. Classic Holy Cross. Small classes with these 
amazing teachers. I just loved it. And I did well. I was in the stacks 
every night. I was challenged. But my eyes were also opened to the 
larger world and my responsibilities toward it. And there was also 
a certain sense of community about the College that expressed 
itself in this basic civility of the environment. I had that traditional 

Vice President for Advancement Tracy Barlok P19 talks with  
Rick Patterson ‘80.
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“Critical thinking meets ethical discernment on  
Mount St. James. That’s been our secret for 175 years.”

Q: And now you are chair of the College’s Board of Trustees.

A: I’m very humbled and very excited about this. It will give me a 
whole new window through which I can view the great things that 
happen on The Hill. I sometimes think of Holy Cross as a “factory 
for good.” It produces fine people who go out into the world and 
contribute, make the world a little bit better of a place. 

Q: What are some of your specific interests as you  
become chair?

A: Certainly, financial aid. I received financial aid as a student. We 
need to continue to provide the resources so students can continue 
to come to this great place. This is a very special place. I think we 
have a tremendous faculty and staff, and we have to maintain them, 
to compensate them appropriately and give them a great working 
environment. 

Q: What about facilities? 

A: We’ve made some great headway in the last few years, with the 
Luth Athletic Complex and the Joyce Contemplative Center. But 
truthfully, we need some more work on the facilities side. A new 
center for the arts and creativity, and a new recreation and wellness 
center, are long overdue additions that are required to square our 
campus away for the next two generations. One personal goal I 
have is to see our endowment reach a billion dollars. I think it can 
and will happen. 

Q: What would a billion-dollar endowment do for us?

A: At today’s dollar levels, the way the numbers work, the spend-
out of a billion-dollar endowment takes us to the top. It puts us 
in a position where we have the ability to fulfill our potential as a 
unique school. It gives us flexibility to meet the future as it unfolds 
rapidly, while, at the same time, remaining true to our mission  
and our traditions, to our history. That’s what I mean by “unique.” 
I think we can provide an experience for students that’s superior in 
many ways to anything else on the market. We never follow the fad 
of the moment but we remain always on the cutting-edge of higher 
education. Critical thinking meets ethical discernment on Mount 
St. James. That’s been our secret for 175 years.

Holy Cross experience wherein I formed lifelong friendships with 
wonderful people. The College not only gave me everything I could 
take academically, but it presented an ideal about how to live in the 
world. 

Q: The College also continued to impact your  
professional life.

A: That’s correct. I had left Mellon to join a small M&A boutique 
to specialize in the cable TV business. And one of the first pieces 
of business I did was with John Cooney ’73, who had a small cable 
TV company in Worcester, of all places! We realized before our 
first meeting that we were both Crusaders—and it was instant 
acceptance. I left his office after our first meeting with an order to 
sell one of his cable assets. And we’ve been great friends ever since. 
That’s typical of Holy Cross grads. You know what? Every person 
from Holy Cross that I’ve ever called agreed to see me and talk to 
me. That tells you a lot. These huge business rock stars and they all 
saw me. And that still goes on today. 

Q: How did you continue your connections with the College?

A: I volunteered for the first couple of campaigns. I co-chaired my 
reunion gift committees inspired by my classmate Liz Palomba 
Sprague. And then at the urging of Frank Vellaccio, I got involved 
in the Holy Cross Leadership Council of New York. And I got to 
meet and know some of the titans. Bob Wright. Tom Carey. Dick 

Matteis. From the Leadership Council I got involved with the 
Center for Career Development, and we began creating internship 
opportunities for our students. Now we’re having hundreds of 
students doing paid internships in the city every year.

Q: You and Gina have been very generous to the College  
over the years.  What motivates you to give?

A: Well, giving back to Holy Cross is a deeply personal and 
meaningful aspect of my life. Gina and I established a Holy Cross 
Fund scholarship in 2002 in honor of her parents, the Edward L. 
and Mary Lee Speroni Memorial Scholarship, which we support 
with annual gifts. The College changed my life. It’s as simple as 
that. I met the love of my life there. I have my family because of 
Holy Cross. I was prepared for a rewarding career there. And I  
was taught to think, and to think about others.

Rev. Philip L. Boroughs, S.J., president, with Gina ‘80 and Rick Patterson ‘80. The Pattersons began dating as juniors 
at Holy Cross and married in 1982 in St. Joseph Memorial Chapel.
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I t is often said that opposites attract. This was certainly true for 
Sara Dodman Miller ’93 and Bill Miller ’93. Holy Cross was Sara’s 
first choice for college. Holy Cross was the last place Bill wanted 

to attend. They also came from two places that New Yorkers 
consider to be practically different continents: upstate and Long 
Island. From those disparate locales, the two arrived on Mount St. 
James in the summer of 1989, and it was a providential happening 
that changed the course of their lives.

Sara Dodman Miller hails from Buffalo, N.Y., where she attended 
Nardin Academy. Sara came to Holy Cross because she was 
looking for a liberal arts college that would not only challenge 
her academically, but would also be an environment for spiritual 
growth. She followed two of her siblings to The Hill: Lisa Dodman 
Treanor ’89 and D. Patrick Dodman ’90. Besides meeting Bill, Sara 
says that the most significant gifts Holy Cross has given her are 
the friendships and connections that have been nurtured at the 
College: “The great thing about Holy Cross is that if you meet 
another alum, you have an immediate connection, which is rooted 
in gratitude for the experience. A lot of other places are just 
schools, but Holy Cross is a family.”

Bill grew up in Rockville Centre, N.Y., and was taught by his 
parents that service to others was an essential part of life. “My 
father was a union worker, and he wanted us to give our time 
to those who were less fortunate,” Bill says. As a teenager, he 
commuted to Regis High School in Manhattan, immersing himself 
in the Jesuit mission and values. This included volunteer work at 
the Nativity Mission Center on the lower east side of Manhattan 
and at POTS, a longtime soup kitchen near Fordham University in 
the Bronx.

While at Regis, Bill was inspired by some remarkable Jesuits 
and became attracted to their way of life. By his senior year, he 
felt called to apply for entrance into the order. During this time, 
Bill met a young Jesuit novice named Steve Katsouros, who was 
working on the upper east side of Manhattan. One day, Steve took 
Bill out to lunch at the Ideal Restaurant on 86th Street and offered 
him some unsolicited advice: go to college and take advantage 
of all that is offered by the traditional undergraduate experience; 
remain open to a religious vocation, and, if you still feel called at 
graduation, enter the Jesuits then. After this instructive luncheon, 
Bill began looking at colleges more seriously.

First choice for Bill was Pomona College in southern California. 
He was looking for an experience of diversity that would broaden 
his horizons. However, the late Fr. Jim Fischer, S.J., then president 
of Regis, was adamant that Bill attend a Jesuit college. Fischer 
encouraged Miller to visit Holy Cross, but the visit did not sell 
Bill. He found that it was very similar to the environments he had 
already experienced, and he was looking for something different.

When he returned to New York, Bill committed to Pomona 
College. Fr. Fischer was not deterred, and he managed to 
negotiate a scholarship for Miller at Holy Cross, saying “… you’ve 
got a full scholarship at Holy Cross, but do what you want to do.” 
Bill contacted Pomona to see if they could match the offer. They 
were as generous as they could be, but could not proffer the 
full ride. Fischer had prevailed: Bill would go to Holy Cross. He 
remained open to other options, though, including transferring 
after the first semester.

During the second week of school, Matt McCusker ’93 
introduced Bill and Sara. Their friendship grew during the first 
semester, and it influenced Bill to stay for the second semester, 
even though he had filled out his transfer application to Notre 

Dame. As the year continued on, Fr. Michael Ford, S.J., influenced 
Sara and Bill to get more involved in campus liturgies, SPUD 
and Students for Life. Bill enjoyed attending evening Mass and 
then going to Campion House “… for chocolate chip cookies 
and a Beck’s.” Campion became the place where Bill and Sara’s 
relationship solidified and where they enjoyed time with their 
closest friends. Sara sums it up: “You could get a great education 
so many places, but the connection to classmates and friends, 
and the commitment to the service of others at Holy Cross 
is unique.” Bill adds, “Holy Cross stands apart because of a 
commitment to others and an atmosphere where people can have 
open conversations in mutual respect about social justice issues, 
irrespective of their political affiliation.”

T hanks to Sara, Bill remained at Holy Cross for four years, 
and they were subsequently married in 1997. Years later, 
Bill learned that his full scholarship at Holy Cross had been 

a gift of the late Charles E.F. Millard ’54. Millard, who had begun 
to establish an endowed scholarship at Holy Cross, was coaxed 
into a more ambitious timetable by Fr. Jim Fischer. Bill relishes the 
irony in this: at commencement in 1993, he sat next to Millard’s 
youngest son, Greg ’93.

After graduation, it was on to law school, Sara at Buffalo 
University and Bill at Fordham, but not before he first earned 

a master’s degree in religious studies at Yale and worked in 
Washington, D.C. Following law school, Sara held positions at 
firms in Stamford, Conn., and New York City before the birth of 
their first child in 2001. Bill began working at a Manhattan firm in 
corporate finance law, where he continues as partner today.

Celebrating their 25th reunion in 2018, Sara and Bill established 
the Dodman Miller Scholarship at Holy Cross, an endowed fund to 
provide support to students from diverse backgrounds and those 
who face unique challenges. They have been inspired by their own 
experience and by the work of their friend, Fr. Steve Katsouros, 
S.J., the young Jesuit who talked Bill into studying at a traditional 
college in lieu of entering the Jesuits. Katsouros is now the 
executive dean of Arrupe College at Loyola University Chicago.

In Gratitude, Millers Create Opportunity for Others

“A lot of other places are just schools, but Holy Cross is a family.”

Sara ’93 and Bill Miller ’93
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Founded in 2015, Arrupe is the first of its kind at an American 
Jesuit university, offering a two-year program for low-income 
students to earn an associate’s degree with little or no debt. Bill 
and Sara hope that the Dodman Miller Scholarship might provide 
aid for alumni of Arrupe College to complete a bachelor’s degree 
at Holy Cross. “You can’t help but get involved when you see the 
commitment that the students have to their studies with everything 
else that is going on in their lives,” Sara says. Bill is excited that 
this scholarship has the capacity to increase the diversity at Holy 
Cross and broaden horizons.

Diversity has been an important theme in the Millers’ 
philanthropy at Holy Cross, too. They have prioritized their 
endowed scholarship amidst other commitments, including the 
Holy Cross Fund, the Holy Cross Fund Scholars Program, varsity 
soccer, and the Holy Cross Leadership Council of New York.

Bill is confident that their support will foster mission, service, 
and friendship at Holy Cross well into the future: “You meet your 
best friends at Holy Cross, and the experience is more about 
relationships than anything else. It is amazing how it continues 
each year.” The wonderful partnership that Sara and Bill have in 
each other now extends to current students, and their generosity 
will enable unique new relationships at Holy Cross in perpetuity.

One hundred years ago, Fr. Carlin, the 17th president of Holy Cross, 
proposed the construction of three new buildings to ensure the College 
would step boldly into a new era. “The Million Dollar Drive” supported 
that expansive vision, and with the help of alumni, parents and friends, 
Holy Cross built three flagship buildings: Kimball, Carlin, and St. Joseph 
Memorial Chapel. It’s hard to imagine campus without these essential 
buildings. 

Today, Holy Cross is at a unique and defining moment once again. As we 
enter the final phase of the Become More campaign, we seek to complete 
fundraising for two critical building projects that will transform upper 
campus: the center for arts and creativity, and the recreation and wellness 
center. We have created one capital fund for our highest priorities to move 
these projects forward.

The Board of Trustees formalized a resolution to proceed with both 
buildings provided that two-thirds of the cost of the new facilities is secured 
via gifts and commitments before 12/31/2018. The balance to goal is  
$11.5 million. If we are able to close that gap by the deadline, both projects will 
commence in January 2019.  

Recruiting the best students to Holy Cross, and providing for their 
educational and wellness needs, requires that we make the necessary 
investments in these mission-critical facilities. We know what it takes to be 
competitive in recruiting the best students and we are confident that these 
buildings will not only allow us to better compete, they are essential to our 
ability to help our students realize their full potential. Building both projects at 
one time creates efficiencies and addresses concerns about cost escalation, 
which is approximately 6 percent each year. It will cost us millions more if 
we wait. 

These two capital projects are central to our vision for the future. When this 
campaign is over, Holy Cross will be well positioned for decades to come. 

There is no question our plan is bold and ambitious, but it is important to 
note that we have studied and considered the scenarios of regression and 
missed opportunities that could occur if the College does not make these 
investments. At this critical moment, please consider supporting these 
important projects.

To discuss in person, please call or email Director of Development Greta Morgan, 
gmorgan@holycross.edu or call (508) 793-3656. 

Essential Investments in Upper Campus Position Holy Cross for the Future
If we reach our fundraising goal by December 31, 2018, construction will commence this spring on the  
final two capital projects of a $250 million investment in upper campus. 

The center for arts and creativity The recreation and wellness center

Sara and Bill with their three sons: William Patrick, Sean Ignatius and 
Maxwell Xavier. Will and Sean continue the Miller tradition of Jesuit 
education at the Loyola School and Fordham Prep; Max, now in eighth 
grade, will probably find his way to a Jesuit high school next year.
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What he did at Holy Cross 
“I enjoyed playing in all sports programs at Holy Cross. I played all the 
intramurals. I also held off-campus jobs, working for UPS and for a security 
company.”

What he does now 
“I’m an investment manager. I co-founded Bronson Point Management LLC, 
a financial services advisory company that deals in hedge funds and pooled 
investment vehicles.”

How Holy Cross affected his life 
“Simply put, Holy Cross taught me how to think. My course of study 
inculcated a provocative way of thinking. But it was much more than that. My 
experience at the College made me cognizant of all aspects of the mind, body, 
and soul. It taught me to be aware of and engage with the entire person.”

Memorable Holy Cross teachers 
“I had many fine professors, but I guess the three who influenced me the most 
were Nick Sanchez in the economics department; Father Paris, a brilliant 
Jesuit who taught ethics; and Claudia Coontz, of the history department.”  

How he focuses his Holy Cross philanthropy and why   
“As you get older, you begin to think more seriously about the people and 
experiences that made your life possible. I feel a strong obligation to give back 
to the institution that shaped me. I try and remember the people who came 
before me, the ones who made my experience possible. Now it’s time for me 
to make that experience possible for students in the future. And when I see 
the experience that my son is having, I’m proud and impressed. I support 
Holy Cross because, with the Jesuit tradition and the dedication to the 
undergraduate liberal arts, I think the College has a profound understanding  
of higher education. I believe we have a great product.” 

Lawrence G. Foley ’80, P21

Grew up in …  
The Bronx until age 12; then in  
Rye, N.Y. 

Currently resides in …   
Southport, Conn. 

Family  
Wife, Megan; children, Lawrence 
(L.J.) ’21; Liam; Clare; Aidan; Declan

What he did at Holy Cross 
“I was a history major, with a minor in Spanish. I was a four-year starter at 
third base for the baseball team under legendary coach, Jack Whalen. I was 
fortunate enough to graduate Phi Beta Kappa in 1986; Alpha Sigma Nu 
(National Jesuit Honor Society); Phi Alpha Theta (History Honor Society); 
and Dana Scholar from Holy Cross. I was the student coordinator of the Hart 
Center. I was also a professional drummer, playing in bands for many years.”

What he does now 
“I have been an attorney since 1989. I am currently Managing Partner of the 
Boston office of Robins Kaplan LLP, a national firm based in Minneapolis.  
I currently serve as an elected member of the Firm’s Executive Board.”

How Holy Cross affected his life 
“Holy Cross has affected my life in numerous ways, including my professional 
life as a lawyer—my first job immediately following my first year of law school 
was with HC alumni in Boston, one of whom has served as my mentor, partner, 
and dear friend since 1987, Christopher P. Sullivan ’71. Both of my children, 
Emilia and Anthony, have also had the privilege of becoming Crusaders. There 
is nothing that makes me prouder than having both of them follow in the great 
tradition and educational environment that is Holy Cross!”

Memorable Holy Cross teachers 
“There have been so many! Rev. John E. Brooks; Rev. Earle J. Markey; 
Rev. William O’Halloran; Prof. and Advisor, James Powers of the history 
department; Prof. Cathy Larson of the Spanish department. And wonderful 
mentors such as Ronald S. Perry, Sr., Athletic Director; Coach Togo Palazzi; 
Coach Jack Whalen; Coach Paul Morano, the assistant baseball coach; and Jack 
Moriarty, the trainer.”     

How he focuses his Holy Cross philanthropy and why   
“My focus has been on the Holy Cross Fund, but also to specific causes 
including the Luth Athletic Complex; the Holy Cross Varsity Club, the 
Holy Cross Baseball Program, the Cousy Humanitarian Board and Statue 
Committee, Reunion Class Gifts, and Senior Parent Gift committees. My focus 
is always on where the need is most significant—but also where funding can 
truly make a difference in continuing the College’s longstanding commitment 
to financial aid and diversity of the Holy Cross community.”

Anthony Froio ’86, P19, 16

Grew up in …  
Grafton Hill in Worcester 

Currently resides in …   
Shrewsbury, Mass. 

Family  
Wife, Stephanie; daughter, Emilia ’16; 
son, Anthony ’19
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Giving Well
A selection of inspiring stories from donors who share their approaches to giving to Holy Cross

What they do 
Paul retired from his CEO role for a Fortune 500 energy company in late 2016 and 
now participates in a number of private equity ventures. He is currently chairman 
and majority owner of a holding company that owns and operates HVAC/
mechanical contracting/engineering businesses. Kym is a professional mom. 

How do you feel about your child’s experience of the College?   
Paul: “Even though the school is much different than my inner-city Milwaukee 
experience at Marquette, the feel is the same. The Jesuits do an amazing job 
nurturing more than just your mind. We hope Caleb ultimately graduates  
well-rounded from an education standpoint and is competitive in the field he 
chooses to work in, but we also hope he continues to evolve into an amazing 
human being and makes life-long friends.”

Paul & Kym Farr P21

Currently reside in …   
Center Valley, Penn.

Family  
We have five children, ages 7 to 19. Caleb is class of ’21 at Holy Cross.

As parents, what have you discovered about Holy Cross?  
“We knew Holy Cross would be a great fit for Caleb—and for us. The College 
really stretches the students’ minds, challenges them to take on new things, and 
the professors are highly accessible.”

How do you focus your Holy Cross philanthropy and why?   
“We decided to invest in the College’s future through the new capital projects as 
a way to show our appreciation for the amazing education he is getting, and in 
hopes those projects might entice Caleb’s sibling to go there as well!” 



One of the most popular dining locations on Mount St. James 
now has a new name. Thanks to the generosity of Stephen I. 
D’Agostino ’55, P79, the D’Agostino Café in the Integrated 

Science Complex was branded this month. Steve D’Agostino, along with 
his wife, Mary, and members of their extended family, are excited to have 
their family name adorn this eatery.

The naming of the D’Agostino Café is an act of thanksgiving for Steve. 
He recalls his years at Holy Cross with great affection, and says that his 
support for campus projects is in gratitude for all that the College has 
given him: education, faith, and courage.

Long before Steve D’Agostino journeyed to Worcester to begin his 
undergraduate studies, his father, Nick, and uncle, Patsy, voyaged from 
L’Aquila, Italy, to New York in the early 1920s. There, they began a 

small grocery business 
that, in time, became the 
famous chain of D’Agostino 
food markets. It was a 
revolutionary business, with 
the brothers incorporating 
both dry goods and a full-
service butcher under one 
roof. This made D’Agostino 
one of America’s first 
supermarkets. After 
the Second World War, 
D’Agostino expanded to 
multiple locations and 
became a pioneer with new 
technologies, including the 
introduction of shopping 
carts and frozen food cases.

Over the course of 
four decades, D’Agostino 
became renowned as 

‘New York’s Grocer.’ The store’s fame grew as they engaged advertising 
executive Jo Foxworth, who helped to coin several effective marketing 
slogans for the stores, including ‘Please, Mr. D’Agostino, move closer 
to me’ and ‘If you don’t live near a D’Agostino, move.’ Foxworth was 
influential in the idea for the chain’s famous D’AG BAG shopping 
bags too. These bags could be seen in the hands of Big Apple actors 
and performers who liked to use the totes to carry their costumes and 
accoutrements. The store was also featured in the media, including in the 
film “Death Wish” (1974), the novel “American Psycho” (1991) and the 
television series “Friends” (1994) and “Will & Grace” (1998). 

Thanksgiving and Friendship:  
The Legacy of a Transformative Jesuit Education

Sometime before D’Agostino markets became a scene setting in books 
and media, Steve D’Agostino enrolled at Holy Cross. He arrived on 
campus in 1951, and began four years of rigorous study.

During his student years at Holy Cross, D’Agostino was strongly 
influenced by the late Rev. Thomas J. Cahill, S.J., a Jesuit priest who 
served as a faculty member in the department of economics from  
1947–1973. Steve recounts that “Father Cahill taught me everything 
about business and brought me into the world of economics.” The 
tutelage was not limited to academics: every morning, Fr. Cahill would 
celebrate Mass on the lower level (now the Mary Chapel) of the St. 
Joseph Memorial Chapel. Steve would serve that liturgy each day. A bond 
was forged between the two men that lasted for the rest of Fr. Cahill’s 
life. He presided at Steve’s wedding to Mary Egan at St. Andrew Avellino 
Church in Flushing, Queens, in 1955, and was often a guest at the 
D’Agostino home. Whenever Steve returned to campus, he would also 
pay his former professor a visit. Cahill died in 1973 and is interred in the 
Jesuit cemetery on campus.

As Holy Cross celebrates her 175th anniversary of founding, Steve 
hopes that his gift assists the College to remain strongly rooted 
in the Ratio Studiorum: the 16th century plan which paved the 

way for the establishment of Jesuit schools worldwide. That plan has been 
fruitful, with Jesuit institutions of secondary and higher education now 
numbering more than 500 across the globe.

Steve’s association with the Society of Jesus is life-long. He was 
baptized at the Jesuit Church of St. Ignatius Loyola on 83rd Street in 
Manhattan and attended the Jesuit-run Xavier High School in New York 
before coming to Holy Cross. The D’Agostino supermarket chain also 
had the tradition that a Catholic priest would bless each new store, and 
many of these blessings were conducted by Jesuits. Steve admires the 
Jesuit commitment to transformative education and the impact that it has 
had, both broadly, and in his own family.

Thinking about his forebears, Steve notes that his father and uncle 
never made it past the third grade. While this did not limit their success, 
education became an important value for their children. In the generation 
that immediately followed, Steve and his brother, Nick ’60, both 
graduated from Holy Cross. In time, Steve and Mary sent their son, 
Joseph, to Holy Cross, where he graduated in 1979, and they now have 
several grandchildren on campus. They say, with a certain enthusiasm, 
that “… there are probably more on the way.”

Steve relishes many friendships which began at Holy Cross. He keeps 
his copy of the 1955 Purple Patcher in a prominent space in his study, 
and remains in contact with many friends and classmates from his time 
as a resident of Wheeler, Beaven and Hanselman Halls. He recalls with 
amusement the living conditions which were cultivated in his Beaven Hall 
suite, where he lived with four classmates during his junior year.

When it came to meals, Steve always sat with a group of 13 friends 
in Kimball Hall. Because the tables were limited to 12 seats, the last 
member of the group to arrive would have to find another table. 
Enduring relationships were established at those meals. Over 50 years 
later, Steve remarks “That’s what I love most about Holy Cross: the long-
lasting friendships.”

Sitting around the table with his friends in Kimball, Steve never could 
have imagined that, a half century later, Holy Cross would celebrate the 
naming of a dining facility in his honor. The D’Agostino name will now 
become part of a lasting legacy on Mount St. James, where education, 
faith and courage will be nurtured for many generations to come.

Mary and Stephen D’Agostino ’55, P79

Nicola and Josephine D’Agostino with advertising executive  
Jo Foxworth 
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Pierce “Pete” Connair knows a lot about 
big deals. A retired Sears executive, Naval 
Reserve Captain (ret.) and former Connecticut 
state senator, Pete has worked in commercial 
real estate for more than three decades. But 
he counts going to Holy Cross among the 
biggest deals of his life. That’s why he has 
funded four charitable gift annuities at the 
College in four years, in addition to his other 
generous support.

“Holy Cross played a big role in my life,”  
said Pete, who was the first in his family to go 
to college. “I see the annuities as a smart way 
to give back to Holy Cross. In addition to the 
tax benefits they provide, at my age I receive 
a 9 percent annuity rate from my gift.”

The Albany native was originally ordered 
to Holy Cross in 1943 by the US Navy. He 
enlisted in the Navy’s V-5 aviation cadet 
program while still in high school. “World 
War II was going full blast,” Pete explained. 
“I enlisted in the Navy V-5 program in my 
senior year of high school. After I graduated, 
I thought they’d send me to flight school. 
Instead, they sent me to Holy Cross for math 
and science classes in the V-12 (A) Program.”

Pete remembers getting off the train in 
Worcester and walking up Linden Lane for the 
first time. “Going to Holy Cross was a big deal 
for me,” he said. “I completed four semesters 
in V-12. Then the Navy sent me to Notre 
Dame, where I was commissioned an ensign 
at age 19. I couldn’t have afforded to go to 
Holy Cross—nor to Notre Dame—without  
the Navy.”

Before he could graduate from either college, 
Pete was assigned to a Navy destroyer that 
was sent to Japan at the end of the war.  
“In 1946, I applied to Holy Cross to finish my 
degree in economics,” he added. “This time  
I took everything but math and science. I 
don’t remember much calculus or physics, but 
I still remember my 28 hours of philosophy 
and the panel of Jesuits at the Oral Exam.” 

“Almost all of my teachers were Jesuits, both 
in the Navy program and when I returned to 
Holy Cross,” Pete recalled. “Holy Cross had 
more Jesuits than the larger Jesuit universities 
in the 1940s. Many were ‘Scholastics,’ 
including Mr. Swords (yes, the future  
Holy Cross president) who taught Navy 
English. One of our assignments was to 
memorize the Declaration of Independence, 
plus the Preamble to the Constitution, and it 
was on the exam. Other tasks included turning 
chapters into paragraphs and books into a 
couple of pages. I guess the Navy wanted us 
to remember things—and to get to  
the point.”

Pete recalled reading that Thomas Merton 
once described the Jesuits as ‘monsters of 

efficiency.’ “They were the greatest,” he said. 
“That’s why I returned to Holy Cross after I 
got out of the Navy and why I support the 
College to this day. I think they’re still doing 
an outstanding job. The world desperately 
needs the kind of graduates that Holy Cross 
produces.”

Pete and Irene, his high school sweetheart 
and wife of 62 years, counted three Crusaders 
among their four living children—Michael ’71, 
a doctor; Thomas ‘72, an attorney; Stephen 
and Patricia ’80. Sadly, Irene passed away 
in 2009. The devoted couple married 10 
days after Pete’s graduation. “I had several 
job offers senior year and went with Sears,” 
he explained. “A year later we had Mike, 
followed by twins, Tom and Tim—three boys 
in two years, a good Holy Cross man. Then 
Steve and Pat, came along. I couldn’t have 
imagined back then that my daughter would 
someday go to Holy Cross.”

During the Korean War, Pete was recalled to 
active duty and spent two years on the  USS 
George Davis DE357. After Korea he stayed in 
the active Reserve, holding several commands 
in destroyer and minesweeper programs. He 
retired from the Navy with the rank of Captain.

Between the Navy and Sears, Pete and his 
family lived in nine cities and seven states, but 
he has lived in the Connecticut shoreline town 
of East Lyme since he retired from Sears in 
1980. He then served as head of the regional 

chamber of commerce and became more 
active in local and state politics. In 1983 he 
was elected to the Connecticut State Senate 
and was named chair of the appropriations 
committee. “When the Democrats retired me 
from the Senate, I turned to commercial real 
estate and have since managed to buy a few 
commercial properties,” he explained.

Pete shared that he learned about service to 
others at Holy Cross. “I’ve served as president 
of the Chamber of Commerce, Rotary, the 
Lions and as a bank director. I’ve ended up in 
leadership or other roles with the Knights of 
Columbus, Christian Family Movement, Boy 
Scouts, United Way, cancer drives, and on  
and on.”

“Keep plugging along” is the advice Pete 
gives to others who say they want to stay 
as active and engaged as he has been. 
“Now that I’m 91, I’m thinking about ‘early 
retirement’ in a few years so I can enjoy 
myself,” he added. In the meantime, he 
makes time to stay close to his family, 
including seven grandchildren and four great-
grandchildren. He also stays in contact with 
his Holy Cross friends. “The friends I made 
at Holy Cross have kept me close to the 
College. There aren’t many of us left. One of 
my classmates was Jack Donahue, now Rev. 
John Donohue, S.J., who’s back from decades 
in Lebanon. Other good friends from our class 
include Frank Marshall, Dick O’Keefe and 
Willie Harrison, who passed away in January.” 

Throughout the years, Pete has maintained 
that the College is an extraordinary institution, 
and a smart and worthy investment. “Holy 
Cross produces a great product. And in 
my view, the world desperately needs that 
product.”

A Smart Way to Give Back 
Pierce Connair ‘48, P80, 72, 71

Pete and his daughter, Patricia, class of 1980. 

“Holy Cross produces a 
great product. And in my 
view, the world desperately 
needs that product.”
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