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AD’s Corner
Dear Friends, 

In the spring issue of Crusader Nation we are pleased to share 
with you the plans for the Hart Recreation Center expansion and 
renovation. This important project is part of the Become More 
Campaign and will become the cornerstone of our competitive 
success for the next 20 years. Holy Cross has been known in athletics  
circles for its rich tradition and storied history. Lately, we have 
strayed from that tradition in terms of our competitive success. 
This is our opportunity to invest in the infrastructure that is necessary 
to recruit the very best scholar-athletes to Mount St. James 
to compete for the Purple. Holy Cross is unquestioned in our 
academic rigor and reputation. Now it is time to lift our Athletics 
program to the same level of prominence. Our investment in the 
Hart Center expansion and renovation will put Holy Cross back 
into the national conversation in terms of commitment to Athletics; 
it will also help us to create an increased sense of spirit and pride 
on campus and in the alumni community. 

The scope of 
this project is 
ambitious, and 
rightfully so. 
We will create a 
state-of-the-art, 
year-round indoor 
practice facility 
that will benefit 
all of our sports. 
Being in New 
England for over 
a year now, I have 
learned just how 
important indoor 
field space is in 

regard to preparation. Additionally, we have 750 scholar-athletes 
on our campus to whom we will be able to deliver more robust 
sports medicine services and strength and conditioning training. 
Through this project we will be able to  
better prepare them to maximize their potential, while giving 
them a world-class student-athlete experience commensurate 
with the academic experience they receive in our classrooms. In 
the end, the new Hart Center will be an exceptional, campus-
enhancing facility, which will transform our Athletics program in 
terms of performance, recruiting, scholar-athlete experience, and 
coaching retention. 

My first year at Holy Cross has shown me first-hand that our alumni, 
friends and parents care deeply for our scholar-athletes and are 
willing to support them. Just this winter, the 2015 Purple Pride 
Challenge raised a record $189,102 in support of the Crusader 
Athletics Fund over the Winter Homecoming Weekend. The interest 
is there and now we have the right capital project upon which to 
build our program. The Hart Center expansion and renovation will 
be the defining next step in the future of Holy Cross Athletics, and 
I hope you will consider being a part of it.  

Go Crusaders!

Nathan Pine
Director of Athletics 
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Women’s 
lacrosse 
building 
on its 
success
By Chris Edmonds ’04 

 Fall ball was behind them, final exams lay just 
ahead, and the start of the season was more than 
two months away. The members of the women’s 
lacrosse team might have been forgiven for shifting 

their sport to the back burner, but not so with this 
group. “The way we played this fall, things are  
looking great for the spring,” said Lissie Russert, a 
senior and one of three captains for 2015. “It’s the 
best end to a fall season that I’ve experienced.”

Last year’s Patriot League semifinalists gained confi-
dence, team members said, in knocking off Bryant, 
who had dealt the Crusaders an overtime loss in their  
2014 season opener. The team also began the process 
of integrating a large and talented freshman class. 

And with an eye beyond the coming spring, a fund-
raising initiative to hire a second assistant gathered 
momentum. The effort, its backers say, will help in 
elevating the program in the league, regionally and 
nationally.

Coach’s Game Plan  

Attacker Lissie Russert  ’16 
(Cincinnati, Ohio) is pursuing even  

bigger goals this season.
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Consistency starts 
at the top
Opponents will square off 
against a program that has 
been remarkably consistent 
under Head Coach Stepha-
nie Ridolfi.

Consider these numbers: 
In 12 seasons under Ridolfi, 
the Crusaders have posted 
Patriot League records of 
.500 or better nine times, 
made the league playoffs 
seven times, played in five 
championship games and 
won two titles.

The secret to the program’s 
success? In a word, consis-
tency. “When you have a 
consistent coach and a con-
sistent way of doing things, 
eventually that starts to build 
success,” Ridolfi said. “Over 
the years, the program 
starts to run itself in a way. 
But with lacrosse evolving 
constantly, there are always 
ways to get better.”

One of those ways, Ridolfi 
said, is recruiting: “That’s 
where we have to step up 
our game.”

That means looking at high 
school players earlier in their 
careers. “Right now,” Ridolfi 
said, “we’re recruiting soph-
omores and some programs 
are getting freshmen.” 

Improving on the recruiting 
trail also means expanding 
the College’s traditional 
geographic base of New 
England and the New York/
New Jersey area. “We’re 
definitely trying to dip a 
little more south, into the 
Maryland-D.C.-Virginia 
area, which has such a 
storied history of lacrosse,” 
Ridolfi said. 

The addition of Baltimore’s 
Loyola University to the 
Patriot League should help. 
“Now that we’re playing 
more down there, there’s 

more exposure to high 
school and club coaches, 
and that’s a huge advan-
tage,” Ridolfi said.

Coaching assist
Getting more eyes on play-
ers in more places is a tall 
task for Ridolfi and her one 
assistant coach, Meghan 
Smith. An effort involving 
parents, alumni and others is 
underway to raise money to 
hire a second assistant. The 
goal is to make a five-year 
commitment to the position.

The need for the addi-
tional coach comes down to 
staying competitive in the 
dynamic environment of col-
lege lacrosse.

“We’re one of the few Divi-
sion I schools that doesn’t 
have one,” said Dom Di-
nardo ’75, P17, 06, father of 
sophomore player, Hannah, 
and one of the effort’s chief 
proponents. “In order to 
keep up, it’s very important 
we do.”

Director of Athletics Nathan 
Pine echoed that sentiment: 
“Adding a second assistant 
will go a long way to helping 
the program.”

And Pine knows a thing 
or two about successful 
lacrosse teams. His last job 

before Holy Cross was at the 
University of Maryland, right 
in the center of the lacrosse-
rich Mid-Atlantic. “You look 
at the history of the Mary-
land program — that’s what 
we aspire to, where we’d 
like to head, but it will take 
a while to get there. It takes 
investment in facilities and 
coaches, but it starts with 
recruiting talented student-
athletes.”

A team united
The student-athletes who do 
choose Holy Cross find an 
instant and lasting camara-
derie on the field and off it.

Senior Sophia Agostinelli 
saw the team’s bond in ac-
tion on her recruiting visit: 
“I got lost on my first day 
on campus. The girls who 
were hosting me looked all 
over for me and eventually 
chased me down. That first 
day sold me on the school.”

Success away from 
the game
It also doesn’t take long for 
players to understand the 
rigors of being a student-
athlete at Holy Cross. 
As consistent as the team 
has been on the field, play-
ers have performed just as 
strongly in the classroom. 
Consider another stat: 117. 

That’s the number of Patriot 
League Academic Honor 
Roll picks during Ridolfi’s 
tenure. 

“Part of that success is a 
result of getting mature and 
responsible student-athletes 
to come to Holy Cross,” as 
Ridolfi said. Another part 
is keeping players on track 
once they’re on campus. 
“Here at Holy Cross, aca-
demics is their number one 
priority, and we try to give 
them opportunities so they 
know that’s at the forefront,” 
said Ridolfi.

For the athletes themselves, 
the regimented nature of 
a student-athlete’s life can 
be a benefit. Take Agosti-
nelli, a biology major in the 
premed program. “The time 
restraint,” she said, “makes 
me do work.”

Moving on up
With the progress the pro-
gram is making, it’s hard for 
supporters not to be excited 
for what spring 2015 holds. 

As for expectations, those
never change. “We always
want to make it to the
tournament, make it to
the championship game
every year,” Ridolfi said.
“And I think we’re in good
shape this year.”

The Crusaders 
celebrate after a 
goal in last year’s 

Patriot League 
semifinal game. 

(Above) Head 
Coach Stephanie 

Ridolfi is in her 
13th season 
leading the 
Crusaders.
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Paying it Forward

 Hank Prybylski’s ’87 in-
volvement with the Holy 
Cross men’s lacrosse 
program did not end 

at graduation. The former 
captain of the team, who 
is now a partner at Ernst & 
Young, remains committed 
to the program that contrib-
uted so much value to his 
experience at the College, 
and prepared him for a suc-
cessful career. 

“Team sports teach life les-
sons,” says Prybylski. “I had 
an incredible experience at 
Holy Cross, one that was 
broader than solely an aca-
demic experience.” From 
his own career, Prybylski 
knows the importance of 
being able to see problems 
from all points of view, and 
of being able to succeed 
in team-based work and 
collaboration — all skills 
he says he developed as 
a lacrosse player at Holy 
Cross.

As a way of giving back 
to a program that offered 
him such a strong founda-

tion, Prybylski founded 
and oversees Crusader 
Lax Connect, the alumni-
student career mentoring 
component of the Top Cor-
ner Club, the affinity group 
for men’s lacrosse alumni. 
“Several lacrosse alumni 
met with Dick Regan, the 
athletics director at the 
time, and recognized that 
alumni had the opportu-
nity to get together to do 
something more for play-
ers,” says Prybylski. “We 
recognized that we could 
support the players, not 
just monetarily, but through 
mentoring.”

Crusader Lax Connect 
matches current players 
with alumni for guidance 
and support as they pre-
pare for life after College. 
Thus far, the program has 
conducted a career day in 
New York City, as well as 
on-campus visits which fo-
cus on teaching best prac-
tices in interviewing and 
résumé building. Because 
of Prybylski’s commitment 
to Crusader Lax Connect, 

and the great outpour-
ing of alumni support, the 
program often results in 
students being offered both 
internships and jobs.  

“Crusader Lax Connect has 
been a huge help for both 
myself and many of my 
teammates,” says senior 
lacrosse player Terrence 
McKenna ’15, who recently 
secured a job with the help 
of the program. “It has 

been an incredible experi-
ence that not only offers 
events to teach the ins and 
outs of different industries 
and career recruiting, but 
also provides a large group 
of mentors and other alum-
ni who are willing to go 
out of their way to guide 
you, help you network, and 
even help you launch a 
career.”

By Evangelia Stefanakos ’14 

Bill Carmody, who 
becomes the 17th head 
coach in the history of the 
program, has 32 years 
of Division I coaching 
experience, including 17 
seasons as a head coach. 
He will start his new re-
sponsibilities immediately. 
For complete coverage 
visit: GoHolyCross.com

As we went to press …

Former lacrosse player values 
life lessons from team sports

The 60th Annual 
Holy Cross Varsity Club Hall of Fame Dinner Holy Cross Names Carmody 

Men’s Basketball Head Coach When: Saturday, May 2, 2015

Where: Hogan Ballroom, College of the Holy Cross

To register: Visit GoHolyCross.com/VarsityClub

The 2015 Varsity Club Inductees: 
Kevin P. Kilgallen ’62 - Track & Field 
James A. Maloney ’69 - Men’s Basketball (Honorary) 
Robert A. Hurley ’79 - Football  
Kristina A. Shields ’91- Women’s Basketball 
Kimberly V. Rinaldi ’02 - Women’s Swimming & Diving
Michael J. Emmons ’03 - Men’s Swimming
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 From the day of its founding, Holy Cross has 
been an institution comprised of competitors — 
individuals who have always understood that to 
challenge oneself is to better oneself. Mount 

St. James has been the site of spirited compe-
tition from the start, because it is in the Jesuit-
inspired process of asking more of ourselves and 
those around us that we discover who we truly are.

A rejuvenated and successful Athletics program 
is a vital component of the new ethos emerging 
at Holy Cross. Over the last several years, we 
have brought together constituents from every 

aspect of the College community. Together we 
have thought broadly and deeply about the  
future of Athletics at Holy Cross, delineating our 
aspirations, formulating our goals, and, finally,  
assembling a plan that will transform the nature 
of Crusader Athletics.

Our vision is bold and ambitious — and commensu-
rate with our goals for a new era. At its core is the 
renovation and expansion of the Hart Recreation 
Center. When completed, the new and improved 
showcase facility will be worthy of both our history 
and our ambitions for great things to come.      

 

BIG DREAMS and BOLD PLANS
The new and improved Hart Center will be  worthy of our history and things to come
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The newly renovated and expanded Hart Center 
will help coaches attract and recruit talented stu-
dent-athletes who are intent upon participating 
in varsity athletics and provide them a positive  
experience, while providing a more exciting ex-
perience to the entire student body. Revitalized 
Athletics will deepen the connection and enhance 
the pride throughout the wider Holy Cross family 
and raise the College’s profile. 

In conjunction with the renovation and expansion 
of the Hart Center, we will completely revamp  
our aging Field House, and create a top-flight  

recreation complex for the entire student body, 
featuring basketball courts, exercise studios, 
weight training rooms, new shower and locker 
space, and centers for health, wellness, and fitness 
programming. As a small liberal arts college with 
high academic standards it is difficult for us to 
compete for national championships as we once 
did, yet we owe it to our athletes, our students, 
our alumni and friends to do what it takes to be 
competitive at the Division 1 level. While there is 
no magic formula for winning, we believe these ini-
tiatives will restore pride in our Athletics program. 
We need donor help to make all of this a reality.      

When 
completed, the new 
Hart Center will offer 
64,000 square feet of 
indoor practice facility,

with 100 yards of turf for 
use by all field sports, 

among other 
features.
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The new Hart Center will offer 9,500 square feet of new space for strength and conditioning and 3,000 
square feet of new space for sports medicine services. 

The renovated Hart Center will benefit the entire community of athletes and fans, with locker rooms for 
teams, Athletics offices, and an exterior plaza for special events.

An auxiliary gymnasium will provide more space for basketball and volleyball practice and competition.

A state-of-the-art, year-round indoor practice facility will benefit all of our field sports.
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TIMING and cost OF CONSTRUCTION
In today’s dollars, the projects will cost approximately 
$84 million for the Hart Center and $14 million for the  
Field House renovations. Currently, escalation costs are 
approximately six percent per year. The timing of 
construction will depend on our early fundraising progress.

To view additional drawings, visit our project website: 
alumni.holycross.edu/hartcenter

For more information on how to support the project, 
contact: Phil Gibson ’95, director of Leadership Giving, 
at 508-793-2667, pgibson@holycross.edu
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Nancy M. Taylor ’81

Douglas M. Baker Jr. ’81 

Nancy Taylor ’81 is president and CEO of Tredegar Corporation. Taylor, who 
currently serves on the Holy Cross Board of Trustees and is a member of 
the Athletics Committee and chairs the Academics Affairs Committee, 
is mother of Spencer, Thomas and Evie.

 1. Has attended every one of her Holy Cross class reunions. 
 2. Favorite sporting event is the World Cup.
 3. Second favorite sporting event is March Madness.
 4. Best family trip ever was a safari in South Africa. 
 5. Rang in 2015 in Sydney, Australia.
 6. Loves the beach, especially in the winter. Favorite way to 
  get away from it all is skiing in Utah.
 7. Is a million-miler on Delta Airlines (and well on her way to 
  her second million); mixed feelings on traveling for work, but 
  loves travel for fun.
 8. Periodically works shifts in her company’s manufacturing plants   
  sweeping floors, etc. (but not undercover like the TV show). Likes   
  the night shift best because that’s when employees really open up.
 9. Taught CCD every Saturday morning at a Worcester parish while 
  a student at Holy Cross.
 10. Loves cooking big family meals, which doesn’t happen often enough   
  now that two of her three children are away at college.

Doug Baker is chairman and CEO of Ecolab, based in St. Paul, 
Minn. Baker, a former hockey player at the College and current 
member of the Athletics Committee of the Board of Trustees, 
has been married to his wife, Julie, for 25 years. They have three 
children: Doug, Will and Laura, and a dog, Bailey.

 1. Graduated from Holy Cross with an A.B. in English. 
 2.  Was a defenseman on the Holy Cross hockey team — before  
  face masks — and has the nose to prove it!
 3.  Spent a season after graduation in Aspen cleaning condos and  
  skiing. Still loves to ski, cleaning condos not so much.
 4.  Began his career at Ecolab in 1989 after seven years in brand  
  management at Procter & Gamble, where he met his wife.
 5.  Is active in the Minneapolis/St. Paul community in many areas,  
  including economic development and early childhood education.
 6.  Was co-chair of the effort that brought the 2018 Super Bowl  
  to Minnesota.
 7.  Named 2014 Responsible CEO of the Year by Corporate 
  Responsibility Magazine.
 8.  Positioned Ecolab as the global leader in clean water and safe  
  food.
 9.  Worries about the scarcity of water in the future.
 10.  Serves on a number of boards, including Target Corporation  
  and U.S. Bancorp.

10 things to know about...
Evan Ocello ’15 
Baseball

Evan Ocello ’15 (Camarillo, Calif.) is a captain on the  
baseball team and an active member of the Holy Cross community. Named first-team All-Patriot League in 2013 and 2014, 
Ocello is also involved in both the Holy Cross Leadership Academy and the Student-Athlete Advisory Committee (SAAC). He is 
a liaison for the squad’s participation in Team IMPACT. Ocello, a chemistry major, is a career .312 hitter and set the Holy Cross 
single-season stolen bases record in 2014 with 24 swipes. He enters 2015 nine stolen bases away from setting the Holy Cross 
all-time stolen bases career mark.

Q As a California native, why attend 
Holy Cross?

A I wanted a place where I could 
play Division I baseball and get a 
great education. When I visited Holy 
Cross, I thought the campus was 
amazing. As I looked more closely at 
Holy Cross, I liked the history of the 
school and wanted to be a part of it.

Q Most memorable experience as 
a member of the Holy Cross baseball 
team?

A I have enjoyed playing for 
Holy Cross over the past four years. 
We have accomplished some great 
things. My freshman year, we  
defeated nationally ranked Texas 

A&M and faced pitcher Michael 
Wacha, who is now in Major League 
Baseball. Beating a nationally ranked 
top-10 team for my first collegiate  
win was amazing. We also eclipsed 
the most wins in school history  
during my sophomore year, which  
was a great experience. 

Q Why do you participate in Team 
IMPACT ?  

A Team IMPACT improves the quality 
of life for kids facing life threatening 
and chronic illnesses, through the 
power of team. I have enjoyed every 
minute of working with this organization
and have a close bond with our adopted 
player, Sean. Sean comes to all the 
different sporting events. He loves 
Holy Cross sports. It is awesome when 

he comes to our games 
in the spring, because 
he will come onto the 
field and play catch or 
warm up with us. He 
also broke us down 
before a game once and 
it was just an awesome 
moment.

Q What are your 
individual goals and 
expectations for the 
season?

A As a team we always have one 
goal in mind — win the Patriot League 
championship and get to a regional. 
Personally, I would like to contribute 
to the team’s success by playing well 
and I’d like to set the school record for 
stolen bases and runs. 

Q What have you learned from the 
Leadership Academy and the Leader-
ship 360 program?

A I have learned how to communicate 
through vocal leadership and lead by 
example, demonstrating a strong work 
ethic. There are many different types of 
leaders and it is important to know how 
you best express your particular style of 
leadership. I will always lead by example. 
I was honored to be named captain for 
the 2015 season.

Q Could you talk briefly about play-
ing in the Little League World Series 
championship game?

A That was an experience I will 
never forget. Not many 11-year-old 
kids get to experience being on a 
stage like that. I remember hear-
ing the crowd of about 40,000 chant 
“U.S.A.” throughout the game. It was 
a once-in-a-lifetime experience. 
 
By Jim Sarkisian, assistant director of 
Athletics Media Relations

Student spotlight
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CATCHING UP WITH Crusaders
Mary Beth Ryan  ’05 

 While at the College, Mary Beth 
Ryan ’05 was a standout center 
fielder for the varsity softball 
team, earning the title of Crusad-

er of the Year in 2005, as well as a spot 
in the Crusader Hall of Fame. Her suc-
cess was not only reserved for the field, 
but was also reflected in the classroom. 
Ryan, the 2005 Class Valedictorian, 
was chosen as a third team Academic 
All-American in 2005, in addition to 
earning Academic All-District honors 
on two other occasions. 

“Being a student-athlete, you are 
taught discipline,” says Ryan. “This is 
especially true at Holy Cross because 
there is so much demanded of you 
— academically and athletically. I was 
taught balance — how to make deci-
sions and sacrifice certain things, 
knowing that you will be rewarded 

in other ways. Athletics really is 
about educating the entire
person.”

Since graduating from Holy Cross 
in 2005, Ryan has transitioned into 
being an educator herself, moving 
from student and athlete to teacher and 
coach. At Hudson High School, Ryan 
teaches history and creative writing, 
her areas of study at Holy Cross, and 
coaches softball and lacrosse. “I have 
a real opportunity to make an impact,” 
says Ryan, who feels indebted to her 
mentors and coaches at Holy Cross for 
showing her the importance of educat-
ing the whole person. “Shaping the 
younger generation is my way of giving 
back now. It is important to make those 
connections with the students and 
make an impact. They are so talented 
at such a young age.”

Ryan is especially excited to be back 
on the field with her students. “It is so 
rewarding to work with girls who love 
the sport as much as I do,” Ryan offers. 
“Many of the players even play through 
the summer. I know how much they’re 
sacrificing.” Ryan’s experience as a 
coach reminds her of the support she 
received from her own mentors and the 
value of those relationships. “I want to 
be there for the girls in all capacities.”

While it may seem Ryan’s commitment 
to her community at Hudson High is 
plenty to occupy her time, she continues 
to remain connected to Holy Cross — a 
relationship that started at a very young 
age while her father, Tom Ryan ’76, 
worked in the College’s development of-
fice. It was during these years that Ryan 
found some of her earliest mentors, 
including Basketball Head Coach Bill 
Gibbons and members of the women’s 
basketball team. “I was an avid follower 
of the team as a kid. And I always ad-
mired Coach Gibbons’ relationship with 
his players,” says Ryan. “He developed 
so many role models for me. He helped 
shape my goals and ambitions.” 

It was also during these years that Ryan 
began to understand the importance 
of supporting her community. Ryan’s 
lifelong relationship with Holy Cross has 
resulted in her continued engagement as 
an alumna, which includes serving as the 
vice president of the Varsity Club and as 
the gift chair for her 10th reunion. “The 
idea of giving back is really important,” 
says Ryan. “Holy Cross has played a big 
role in my life, from childhood on.”

By Evangelia Stefanakos ’14
Mary Beth Ryan ‘05 and her father, Tom Ryan ‘76. Top right: Ryan coaching   
softball at Hudson High School.

2015 Spring Home Events and Notable Dates

April   
 4  Women’s Lacrosse vs. Bucknell 1 p.m.
   Baseball vs. Navy (Double header) 2 p.m. 
  Women’s Rowing vs. Colgate  TBA
 5 Baseball vs. Navy (Double header) 1 p.m.
 7  Men’s Tennis vs. Boston College 3:30 p.m.  
 8  Softball vs. Marist (Double header) 2:30 p.m. 
   Women’s Tennis vs. Bentley 3 p.m. 
   Baseball vs. Dartmouth 4 p.m. 
   Women’s Lacrosse vs. Columbia 4 p.m. 
 9  Softball vs. Maine 4 p.m. 
 11  Football Spring Game 11 a.m. 
  Softball vs. Lehigh (Double header) 12:00 p.m.
   Women’s Tennis vs. Johnson & Wales 12:00 p.m.
   Baseball vs. Lehigh (Double header) 2 p.m.
  Men’s Lacrosse vs. Colgate 2 p.m.
   Men’s Tennis vs. Hartford 3:30 p.m. 
 12 Softball vs. Lehigh 12:00 p.m.
  Baseball vs. Lehigh (Double header) 1 p.m. 
 14 Baseball vs. Brown (Double header) 4:45 p.m. 
 15 Holy Cross Decathlon & Heptathlon 
  (Men’s & Women’s Track & Field)  11:30 a.m.
 16 Holy Cross Decathlon & Heptathlon 
  (Men’s & Women’s Track & Field)  11 a.m.
 17 Women’s Lacrosse vs. Lehigh 5 p.m. 
 18 Holy Cross Invitational 
  (Men’s & Women’s Track & Field) 11 a.m.
 19 Women’s Rowing vs. Boston College 
  & UCONN (Christensen Cup) 10 a.m.
 21 Holy Cross Classic (Men’s Track & Field) 3 p.m.
 22 Baseball vs. Siena 5 p.m.
 25 Softball vs. Bucknell (Double header) 12:00 p.m.
  Baseball vs. Bucknell (Double header) 2 p.m. 
  Men’s Rowing vs. Bucknell, Hobart & 
  Williams 11 a.m.
  Women’s Rowing vs. MIT, Rutgers 11 a.m.

 

 26 Softball vs. Bucknell 12:00 p.m.
  Baseball vs. Bucknell (Double header) 1 p.m.
 30  DEADLINE: 
  RENEW 2015 FOOTBALL SEASON  TICKETS   
  visit GoHolyCross.com  or call 508-793-2573.
     

 May  
 2 Softball vs. Lafayette (Double header) 12:00 p.m.
 3 Softball vs. Lafayette 12:00 p.m.
 17 Men’s Rowing Eastern Sprints  TBA
 29-31 Reunions for Classes of 1990, 1995, 2000, 
  2005 & 2010

 June  
 5-7 Reunions for Classes of  1955, 1960, 1965, 
  1970, 1975, 1980, 1985 & Purple Knights
 30 Fiscal Year Closes. 
  DID YOU MAKE A GIFT TO SUPPORT THE    
  CRUSADER ATHLETICS FUND? 
  To make a gift, visit: 
  GoHolyCross.com or call 508-793-2415.

Calendar

Baseball: Fitton Field
Lacrosse: Holy Cross Field
Rowing: Lake Quinsigamond
Softball: Freshman Field
Tennis: Sinnott Family Tennis Facility
Track & Field: Hart Track

Home Venues

Check GoHolyCross.com for schedule updates.
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  RENEW 2015 FOOTBALL SEASON  TICKETS   
  visit GoHolyCross.com  or call 508-793-2573.
     

 May  
 2 Softball vs. Lafayette (Double header) 12:00 p.m.
 3 Softball vs. Lafayette 12:00 p.m.
 17 Men’s Rowing Eastern Sprints  TBA
 29-31 Reunions for Classes of 1990, 1995, 2000, 
  2005 & 2010

 June  
 5-7 Reunions for Classes of  1955, 1960, 1965, 
  1970, 1975, 1980, 1985 & Purple Knights
 30 Fiscal Year Closes. 
  DID YOU MAKE A GIFT TO SUPPORT THE    
  CRUSADER ATHLETICS FUND? 
  To make a gift, visit: 
  GoHolyCross.com or call 508-793-2415.

Calendar

Baseball: Fitton Field
Lacrosse: Holy Cross Field
Rowing: Lake Quinsigamond
Softball: Freshman Field
Tennis: Sinnott Family Tennis Facility
Track & Field: Hart Track

Home Venues

Check GoHolyCross.com for schedule updates.
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Alumni Athletes 
Come Home

1. (Jan. 10) Men’s basketball alumni were on 
hand for the team’s win over Bucknell:  Kevin 
Daley ‘77, Stan Grayson ‘72, Joe Fallon ‘78, 
Bob Kissane ‘71, Togo Palazzi ‘54, P83, and 
Ron Perry Sr. ‘54 P84,80,78 were all recog-
nized at halftime. 
2. (Feb. 7) Women’s basketball alumnae 
Elisa Zawadzkas ‘02, Jessica Conte ‘06, and 
Patty Fitzgerald ‘04 took part in the annual 
Alumnae Game and reception. 
3. (Jan. 31) Baseball Lead-off Dinner, 
Director of Athletics Nathan Pine, Jack Lau-
rendeau ‘79,P17,13,11, and Head Baseball 
Coach Greg DiCenzo. 
4. (Feb. 14) During Winter Homecoming, 
Rev. Anthony Kuzniewski, S.J., blesses the 
rowing tanks and dedicates the new shell. 
Director of Rowing Patrick Diggins ‘86 is 
pictured along with four members of the first 
team: Bill Ahmuty ‘65, Mike Scollins ‘65, 
John Chiota ‘65, and Rich Liguori ‘66

Benching for Breast Cancer

On Dec. 12, Holy Cross students packed the varsity weight 
room in the Hart Center for the Seventh Annual Bench-
ing for Breast Cancer fundraiser. The 2014 edition was the 
largest ever with 610 student participants and over $2,000 
raised for Pink Revolution, a Worcester-based breast cancer 
alliance of dedicated individuals with a unified commitment 
to those touched by breast cancer. 

1. Benching for Breast Cancer co-chairs Andrew McAward 
‘15 and  Michelle McGahan ‘15, posed with Rev. Philip 
Boroughs, S.J., president, before the action got underway. 
2. Best costume awards went to women’s softball team; 
Emily Krisanda ‘17, Emma Keough ‘15, Becca Sewell ‘15, 
Taylor Moss ‘18, Emily Jarvis ‘16, and Cassie Girvalo ‘15 
3. and members of the women’s track and field team: Emilia 
Sainato ‘15, Marissa Romano ‘15, Payton Shubrick ‘15, 
and Sarah Dahlstrom ‘15

4. Head Strength and Conditioning Coach Jeff Oliver has 
been an integral part of the Benching for Breast Cancer 
fundraiser since its inception in 2008. 
5. Football players Peter Pujals ‘17 and Luke Ford ‘17  en-
courage teammate Charlie Steele ‘18 during the benching 
competition. 

1

5

4

2

THANK YOU to all of the students, alumni, parents, grandparents, staff, season 
ticket holders and friends who made a gift to support the Purple Pride Challenge 
over Winter Homecoming weekend. We 
raised $189,102 for the Crusader Athletics 
Fund from 1,258 donors. Thank you for being 
the difference for Holy Cross Athletics!
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Bill Cupelo ’09  (Hopkinton, Mass.) Baseball
“Giving back to the baseball program — that gave me so much — is very rewarding. I learned valuable life 
lessons playing baseball at Holy Cross, one of which was the importance of supporting your teammates. 
After witnessing the passion and energy of our alumni while playing at Holy Cross, I started the Baseball 
Diamond Club, with the help of the school and fellow alumni. Our mission is to support the current team 
through a mentorship program and sponsorship of numerous activities throughout the season. Our hope 
is to inspire the next generation of alumni to carry on the Club’s mission.”

Joseph Weber ’05 & Maggie (Fontana) ’05  (Clifton Park, N.Y.) Hockey and Basketball
“Our experiences as student-athletes provided us with important lessons and relationships that shaped who 
we are. Through our experiences on the basketball court and ice at the Hart Center, we learned teamwork, 
perseverance, loyalty, and dedication; values that we incorporate into every facet of our lives and hope 
to instill in our kids. The relationships we developed provided us with an extended family that remains a 
significant part of our lives today. We donate to CAF to continue the tradition of giving, providing resources 
to enhance the experience for current and future Crusaders in the same way former Crusaders did for us.”

 
F. Shannon Sweeney ’08  (Washington, D.C.) Swimming
“Swimming was an integral part of my wonderful Holy Cross experience. To compete as a Division 1 
athlete and have the support of Coach Parenteau for my participation in R.O.T.C. is something for which 
I will always be grateful. Balancing swimming, class work and R.O.T.C. duties prepared me well for the 
multiple demands of working on a ship at sea. The leadership lessons from my coaches and teammates 
directly influenced my ability to lead a division of 20 sailors at my first assignment. I give back so that 
today’s student-athletes can be better men and women for others after graduation.”
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