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175th Anniversary Giving Challenge: Celebrating Difference Makers 

Dates: Friday, Jan. 25, 6 a.m.– Saturday, Jan. 26, at 11:59 p.m. (1.75 days) EST 

Goal: For every 1,000 gifts the College receives, a group of alumni and parents will donate 
$250,000 to multiply the impact! 

[Goal: Our internal goal is to encourage 6,000 donors to seize this opportunity to make a 
difference by giving, and to celebrate our 175th anniversary with alumni, parents and friends.) 

(For insiders: We will have a total pool of $1.75M - our plan is that when we hit 6,000 donors, 
we will put on the table the additional $250,000 to break our record of total number of donors 
during a giving challenge -- 6,111 donors). 

While 6,000 is our internal goal for number of participants, we will go out saying for every 1,000 
donors, a group of alumni and parents will give $250,000.] 

(Call to Action) GIVE to help prepare today’s students for lives of impact. SNAP a photo on 
Instagram or Twitter. TAG it #HolyCross175. BE a Difference Maker. 

------ 

BACKGROUND: Our basic premise is that over the course of 175 years, Holy Cross has 
produced thousands of “difference makers” across various disciplines, people devoted to 
transforming the world. During this year’s two-day giving challenge over Homecoming, each 
and every one of us can also become a “Difference Maker” by participating in the Challenge. 

By tying in with our year-long celebration of the 175th anniversary of the founding of Holy 
Cross, we will be reminding our community of our storied history and the amazing alumni who 



have come before us. Our landing page, which will host all of our digital assets for people to use, 
will also include some storytelling, an interactive graphic, the start of a mosaic of Holy Cross 
alumni who’ve made a difference in the world. Like those remarkable alumni of years past, each 
contributor to the Challenge seizes the opportunity to make a difference, to support the College’s 
mission, to become part of a world-changing story of ongoing transformation, and to celebrate 
the College’s anniversary.  

HASHTAG MOSAIC: Over Homecoming on January 25 and 26, we will come together on 
campus and virtually to ensure the future by giving, and to create a piece of community artwork 
in celebration of our 175th anniversary.  

Basic Messaging Platform: 

From the day our doors first opened to students 175 years ago, Holy Cross has devoted itself to 
transforming lives in the hope of transforming the world. Our small college has produced 
generations of graduates who have made an outsized impact in their communities and across the 
globe. They are Holy Cross Difference Makers. 

Holy Cross is thriving because generations of Crusaders took it upon themselves to make the 
College’s mission their mission. 

GIVE to help prepare today’s students for lives of impact. SNAP a photo on Instagram or 
Twitter. TAG it #HolyCross175. BE a Difference Maker. 

----------- 

A mosaic of Fenwick Hall will be created January 25-26, 2019, during Celebrating Difference 
Makers, from thousands of tiles of photos of the people that comprise Holy Cross. The original 
artwork will be on display for the rest of our 175th anniversary year. 

# 

Sample E-mail: 

Holy Cross. 

175 years of making a difference in the world. 175 years of heroism and transformation. 175 
years of love in action.  Our goal is for alumni, parents, faculty, staff and students to seize this 
opportunity to make a difference, and to celebrate our 175th anniversary. For every 1,000 
donors, the College will receive $250,000 from a generous group of alumni and parents. 

Join your Holy Cross Family and show your support for our tradition and our shared mission. We 
transform the world by transforming each individual who is educated on Mount St. James.  



(CTA:) GIVE to help prepare today’s students for lives of impact. SNAP a photo on Instagram 
or Twitter. TAG it #HolyCross175. BE a Difference Maker. 

------------ 

A mosaic of Fenwick Hall will be created January 25-26, 2019, during Celebrating Difference 
Makers, from thousands of tiles of photos of the people that comprise Holy Cross. The original 
artwork will be on display for the rest of our 175th anniversary year. 

-------------------- 

URLs 

https://www.holycross.edu/differencemakers - website with the difference makers, Luster 
instructions and digital resources 

www.holycross.edu/175challenge short/print-friendly redirect to the GiveCampus landing page 

Receipt and thank you language for Give Campus: 

Dear  

THANK YOU for supporting the College of the Holy Cross and for being a Difference Maker!  
Share that you gave. Challenge your friends. Multiply your impact.  

Holy Cross is thriving because of people like you, who have made the College’s mission your 
mission. Your generosity helps Holy Cross prepare today’s students for lives of impact.  

******* 

As part of the Giving Challenge over Homecoming, we are creating a mosaic of Fenwick Hall, 
from thousands of photos of the people that comprise our community. The community artwork 
will be on display for the rest of this celebration year.  

If you will be on campus, stop by Hogan on Friday between 11:00 AM – 8 PM, to participate. On 
Saturday the mosaic will be in Luth Athletic Complex from 11:00 AM – 6 PM.  

Or, add your photo from wherever you are!  It’s easy. 
• SNAP a photo on Instagram or Twitter 
• TAG it #HolyCross175 
• Post on your public account. 

No social media? No problem. 

http://www.holycross.edu/175challenge


• TEXT your photo to (814) 205-9973 to be added to the hashtag mosaic. 

With gratitude,  
All of us on the Holy Cross Advancement team 

---------------------- 

Holy Cross Difference Makers can be found in every field of work. They are 
volunteers, parents, coaches, teachers, CEOs, humanitarians, artists, politicians, 
scientists, activists, veterans and much more. Celebrate our 175th anniversary 
and join us as we raise funds to prepare today’s students for lives of impact! 


