
A New Home for Recreation
Investing in a 21st century fitness center



The highlight of the upper level of the three-story building will be a 1/10th mile suspended jogging track.

Hogan approach



The Need 
As a vibrant Jesuit college, we know the importance  
of gathering places; and care for the mind, body,  
and spirit, or cura personalis, is a hallmark of Jesuit 
education. As an active community — 85 percent of  
our students played a sport in high school — we place 
great value in having appropriate facilities for 
recreation, fitness, health, and wellness pursuits.

While Holy Cross is noted for being a strikingly  
beautiful campus, some of our buildings, including the 
Hart Center and the field house, were in serious need of 
renewal and replacement. As part two of our long-term 
strategic plan to upgrade our health, wellness, and 
athletics facilities, and with the Luth Athletic Complex 
completed, we are now ready to turn our attention to 
replacing the field house with an upgraded facility for 
the entirety of the community.

A new recreation and wellness center will elevate the 
ways Holy Cross can support the physical and emotional 
wellbeing of our students and community. Balance is the 
foundation of a strong mind and nourished spirit, and 
providing adequate facilities in this area is an essential 
part of helping students realize their full potential. 

We will replace the outdated field house with a new 
facility that contains sports courts, jogging track, weight 
rooms, locker rooms; and rooms for yoga, spinning, and 
other fitness classes. The center will be a home for all 
club and intramural sports, as well as general recreation, 
fitness, and wellness programming for students, faculty, 
and staff.

Holy Cross has gotten more than its money’s worth out 
of the existing field house. The primary structure for 
today’s field house was given to Holy Cross by the 
Public Works Agency in 1947 when it had outlived its 
usefulness as a war-surplus hangar at Camp Endicott  
in Rhode Island. The government paid for the cost of 
taking the building down and reconstructing it on 
College Street. 

As then President Rev. William J. Healy’s advisors told 
him at the time, a gym would “enhance the College’s 
popularity with students.” While Father Healy’s field 
house from the 1940s fulfilled the indoor fitness needs 
of Holy Cross for years, times have changed. Recruiting 
the best students to Holy Cross and providing for their 
recreational, fitness, and wellness needs requires that 
we provide something more. 

“Since my first semester at Holy Cross,  
I have participated in a Monday night 
yoga class with my friends. Each semester 
I have witnessed a community built 
within our class, as we made jokes or 
chatted about our difficult weeks. The 
instructor challenges us to take deep, 
audible breaths. As I practice, the sound 
of my classmates’ breath reminds me 
that we are on our Holy Cross journey 
together.” 
 — Jana Hearty ’20, Yoga Participant



The new center will be a vibrant activity hub for the entire community.

College Street approach



The Answer
The College has studied the most cost-efficient and 
productive way to improve our recreational facilities. 
After extensive review and study, and campus-wide 
input on programming needs, we have decided the  
best approach is to level the old hangar and build  
a new building on the field house site.

With the help of our community, we will construct  
a 52,000 square-foot facility that offers creative 
programming and recreational space — providing 
opportunities for students to be together, have fun, 
build strength, break a sweat, and center themselves. 
This light-filled, accessible facility will be a vibrant 
gateway to campus for prospective students and the 
entire Holy Cross community. 

The Center
The highlight of the upper level of the three-story 
building will be a 1/10th mile suspended jogging track 
that looks out on the hills of Worcester and down upon 
the bustle and activity on the two basketball courts 
below it.

Both the second floor and upper level will house 
dedicated areas for weight training and cardio 
machines, along with shower and locker room spaces. 
There will also be new space for the Office of 
Recreation, Intramurals, and Club Sports.

This building will also provide improved and expanded 
office space for our Public Safety officers, who are 
essential partners in providing for our community’s 
well-being.

With multi-level windows on all sides, the new  
center will be bright and inviting. Green space and  
a landscaped path connect it to the Hoval, and the 
additional outdoor space provides even more options 
for fitness classes or events during the warmer months.  
We envision this center as a vibrant activity hub for  
the entire community.

There is no question that this plan is ambitious — but  
it is also an essential update to our campus. Please join 
us in making it a reality. A fit, happy, healthy, balanced 
Holy Cross community will thank you!

For more information on how to support the project, contact  
Greta Morgan, director of Development, at (508) 793-3661  
or email gmorgan@holycross.edu

“If a new facility for the entire community 
were to be built, the opportunities for our 
team would be incredible. The space 
would give us a place to work out as a 
team on campus, and give us the 
opportunity for more off-season training 
indoors. We’re competing in the Rugby 
Football league national tournament and 
the Jesuit Cup this season, where we will 
face the best Catholic college rugby 
programs in the country, including Notre 
Dame, Boston College, and Santa Clara 
University. Better training facilities will 
help us compete with these teams on the 
national stage.” 

— Ryan Lee ‘19, Club Rugby Treasurer and Captain-elect



The second floor and upper level will house areas for weight training, cardio machines, showers, and locker rooms.

Upper campus approach



The recreation and wellness center will include:

50,000 
square feet of space for programs, 

new machines, equipment,  
and weight training room

1,330  
square feet for new Public Safety offices

1/10th 
mile running track

2
basketball and multi-sport courts

Holy Cross offers a full range of intramural sports,  
clubs, and fitness classes for an active community:

11
intramural sports

23
club sports

13
weekly classes offered each  
semester, including yoga,  

spin, and Zumba 



This light-filled, accessible, 21st century facility will be a much more vibrant gateway to campus than the outdated field house.



Lower level plan



Main level plan



Upper level plan



Main level — view from lobby to gym entry

Main level — view from entry vestibule to lobby

With multi-level windows on  
all sides, the new center will  
be bright and inviting.

Main level — view from gym to entry lobby



Upper level — view from east track to gym/entry

Upper level — view from top of main stair to lobby

The center will include two 
basketball courts, spaces 
dedicated to weight training 
and fitness classes, spinning,  
a 1/10th-mile jogging track, 
and nutritional vending.

Main level — view from gym to weights & fitness
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