


Clockwise, from top left:  
Under the Icy Sky, two site–specific outdoor video installations  
by Georgie Friedman at the Integrated Science Complex

Othello in the Seraglio, a chamber opera by Cypriot-Turkish 
composer M. A. Sanlikol

West coast-based vertical dance pioneer BANDALOOP on the 
side of Hogan Campus Center

Tari Aceh! Music and Dance from Northern Sumatra 

Cover: BANDALOOP in rehearsal



“The Othello play was unlike anything I have ever seen before.  
On top of the excellent, lively acting, the music was brand new  

to me … I loved every second of the performance.“
— First-year student on attending Cypriot-Turkish composer M. A. Sanlikol’s chamber opera  

Othello in the Seraglio as part of the Montserrat program

What is Arts Transcending Borders? 
Arts Transcending Borders (ATB) brings distinguished artists from around the world to Holy Cross to 
engage with students, faculty, staff, and the greater Worcester community. Representing a wide array 
of artistic disciplines and practices, ATB artists-in-residence offer dynamic performances, installations, 
workshops, master classes, and public lectures enriching cultural life in Central Massachusetts.

This vibrant campus initiative infuses the arts into every aspect of the Holy Cross experience, creating 
new opportunities throughout the curriculum and the community to cross cultural, geographic, and 
disciplinary boundaries. In line with the goals of a liberal arts education, ATB leverages the arts as a 
catalyst for challenging perspectives, creating dialogue, encouraging innovation, creative thinking,  
and practice across campus.  

Internationally renowned artists such as the Silkroad Ensemble, with whom the College has a three-year 
partnership, contribute their expertise in the classroom, involve students and faculty in the creative 
process and invite the entire community to share in the joy and transformative power of live performance. 



Creative Teaching and Learning
Crossing cultural, geographic and disciplinary boundaries through the arts, ATB programs challenge 
perspectives, create dialogue, and build community. Through interdisciplinary and collaborative 
opportunities that promote risk-taking and imaginative problem-solving, ATB enriches the Holy Cross 
experience by showing the value of creativity and the arts—both in and beyond the classroom.

“Members of Silkroad led a math and music class on polyrhythms, and the  
Black Inscription artists helped my students think of creative ways to visualize 

and present data. The final projects in that class were so much more innovative 
and enjoyable than I’ve seen in past courses. One group presented their 

project in a game format, while another did a witty newscast. A third group 
wrote a poem about their data and set it to music—wonderful, creative work 

that was inspired by our interactions with the artists and scientists  
connected to Black Inscription.” 

— Gareth Roberts, Associate Professor, Department of Mathematics and Computer Science



Facing page: 
(left) Math Professor Gareth Roberts and visiting artists from the 
Silkroad Ensemble explore polyrhythms in Math & Music class. 

(right) Katherine Badenhausen ‘19 works with environmental artist 
Patrick Dougherty during final stages of constructing Off the 
Beaten Track, a stickwork sculpture created with the participation 
of 300+ campus and community volunteers. 

This page:  
Silkroad artists present pop-up performances in unexpected 
locations across campus. 



This page:  
The Terence Blanchard Quintet and Berklee Jazz in Film Orchestra 
perform Blanchard’s A Tale of God’s Will: A Requiem for Katrina in 
conjunction with the Katrina Now and Then: Artists as Witness 
exhibition at the Cantor Art Gallery.
Facing page: 
(top) Ukranian alternative folk ensemble Kurbasy visits Holy Cross.

(bottom) Renowned choreographer Bill T. Jones engages students 
in discussion.



Global Voices,  
Diverse Perspectives
Arts Transcending Borders engages our 
students and extended communities on and 
off campus with powerful artistic expression 
from a broad range of cultures and traditions. 
Encounters with international artists provide 
a nuanced understanding of world cultures, 
peoples and contemporary artistic practice 
across the world. Nationally renowned artists 
contribute diverse perspectives that challenge 
the boundaries of artistic fields and enrich 
our understanding of contemporary American 
life. Artists-in-residence collaborate directly 
with faculty and students on campus to share 
expertise, artistic vision and cultural relevance.

“[Mr. Jones] could have given answers 
to every question that was asked of 
him, but he understands the power 

of a question, or the power of  
being asked a question.” 

— Katie Santoro ’19, Chemistry major/Health Professions Track 
(Bill T. Jones/Arnie Zane Company creative residency)



Community Engagement and Impact
Arts Transcending Borders programs invite the campus and the surrounding community to experience 
the power and beauty of the human spirit expressed through the arts. Over the past four years,  
ATB has surpassed all expectations in terms of its community reach and campus impact. ATB visiting 
artists engage students in Worcester Public Schools, play with community musicians in jam sessions and 
offer intergenerational dance workshops. Through these artist visits and residencies, the impact of a 
single program reverberates across the campus and beyond.

“It’s a new kind of learning that’s outside the classroom, and it is  
genuinely fun. If you look around, this is like a picnic setting:  

there are kids running around, families, students.  
It fosters love of learning as a community-oriented experience.  

This is what actual learning in the real world can be.”  
— Nora Grimes ’19, Theatre major on performances of BANDALOOP on the side of Hogan Campus Center



Facing page:  
(left) Silkroad Ensemble celebrates the diverse musical and 
cultural traditions in the region with a series of community jam 
sessions at Worcester PopUp.  

(right) Worcester Arts Magnet School gym becomes a stage  
for Silkroad artists Cristina Pato and Shane Shanahan. 

This page:  
Audiences anticipate BANDALOOP performances on the  
Hogan Center lawn.



“Arts Transcending Borders is my Holy Cross experience.  
ATB has given me purpose. I was able to expand my knowledge and passion  

for the arts while spreading the joy that is brought by artistic expression.  
My work as an ATB ambassador has truly shaped my time on The Hill  

and my future as it has led me to discover my career path.”
— Mickenzie Kamm ’19, English/Religious Studies/Peace & Conflict Studies (Lead ATB Ambassador)

By the Numbers

2017-2018  /  This Land
Total Participation: 5,288
16 Performances/Screenings
11 Lectures/Discussions
20 Workshops/Lecture-Demonstrations
11 Class Visits
6 Visits to Area Schools

Themes

2019-2021  /  Originality and its Origins
2018-2019  /  Healing
2017-2018  /  This Land
2016-2017  /  Borders: Tension/Possibility
2015-2016  /  Gravity & Grace
2014-2015  /  Time, Memory, Identity

Noteworthy Artists

Silkroad Ensemble
BANDALOOP
Ronald K. Brown
Bill T. Jones
Lil Buck
Terence Blanchard
Patrick Dougherty
Compagnie Hervé Koubi
Roger Guenveur Smith
Liz Lerman
Sō Percussion
Martha Redbone
Kurbasy
Tari Aceh!This page:  

The Pit in O’Kane Hall is transformed over the course of a week 
into an immersive space for Black Inscription, a multi-media 
song cycle that weaves together science, music and projections 
in homage to our oceans. 

Facing page:  
(left) Jookin dancer Lil Buck and gaita player Cristina Pato 
rehearse for “A Jookin Jam Session” in Dinand Library,  
presented as part of the Become More Campaign.

(right) 
Student players rehearse and perform with Sō Percussion  
in their touring performance, A Gun Show. 



Help Us Transcend Borders 
We invite you to partner with us to ensure that we can continue to bring artists of diverse perspectives 
and talents to Mount St. James who encourage us to broaden our minds and hearts to truly become 
men and women for and with others. Through seasonal support, artist-in-residence sponsorship 
or discounted ticket underwriting, your contribution can expand the reach and impact of these 
transformative programs.

Noteworthy Artists

Silkroad Ensemble
BANDALOOP
Ronald K. Brown
Bill T. Jones
Lil Buck
Terence Blanchard
Patrick Dougherty
Compagnie Hervé Koubi
Roger Guenveur Smith
Liz Lerman
Sō Percussion
Martha Redbone
Kurbasy
Tari Aceh!

Giving Opportunities
$250,000 Seasonal support for all mainstage programming for a year

$150,000 Year-long or multi-year artist residency designed for deeper   
 campus engagement with artists of the highest caliber 

$50,000 Three-year support for a residency featuring strong, early-career   
 artists already making a mark in their respective fields

$50,000 Three-year support for community and educational programming,  
 including a partnership with Worcester Public Schools

$25,000 Three-year support for discounted student tickets

$20,000 Support for one week-long artist residency in a given year

$15,000  Support for one performance per season

For more information  
about supporting ATB,  
contact Greta Morgan,  
director of Development,  
Office of Advancement,  
508-793-3776 or email:  
gmorgan@holycross.edu



From world stages to Holy 
Cross: Compagnie Hervé 
Koubi (France/Algeria) shares 
its breathtaking blend of 
contemporary, street and 
urban dance with Holy Cross 
community in an educational 
residency.


