
The Promise: Creative Teaching and Learning

Students at Holy Cross are fortunate to learn from devoted and gifted teachers who 
guide them along each step of their journey through a Jesuit liberal arts tradition. In 
their four transformative years, Mount St. James offers the opportunity to develop 
a fulfilling life and career. In classrooms and lecture halls, in faculty offices and 
laboratories, Holy Cross teachers influence the trajectory of student lives. By engaging 
the hearts, minds and spirits of young men and women, teachers help students to grow 

into capable and principled leaders. In addition, 
faculty and students forge lifelong relationships 
while sharing and cultivating their passion for 
learning.

With support from alumni, friends and parents, our 
professors provide lessons and experiences on the 
forefront of discovery and knowledge. The academic 
program at Holy Cross benefits from a 10:1 student 
to faculty ratio, a wealth of pre-professional 
programs, an expanding summer research program, 
a number of community-based learning options and 
interdisciplinary studies that address issues from 
multiple perspectives.

This exploratory approach to learning encourages 
students to go where their curiosity leads them. 
A Holy Cross education involves a breadth and 
depth of knowledge as well as the development of 
individual talents. The College fulfills this mission 
through a commitment to superb teaching and 
exceptional scholarship.

“At Holy Cross, we are known for our academic 
rigor and our emphasis on spiritual freedom, discernment, individual responsibility 
and care for others,” said President Philip L. Boroughs, S.J. “Our students develop 
the capacity to think critically, to analyze, to judge thoughtfully and then make good 
choices. As men and women for and with others, they discover how to realize their 
goals in ways that will make a positive difference in the world.”

We didn’t think it was possible to 
be prouder to be a Crusader. 
However, this year, with all the 
events and accomplishments Holy 
Cross has seen so far, our spirits are 
soaring. 

Among other events, we celebrated 
our first Young Alumni President’s 
Council reception held in Manhattan 
in May, making and renewing 
connections with fellow Crusaders.

Moreover, we take pride in the 
impact of President’s Council in 
this latest edition of PC Leader 
through the story of Tery Vinh ’15. 
We also feel you will enjoy a sense 
of Purple Pride and kindred spirit 
through our interview with PC 
members Emily and Kevin Dixon, 
Class of 1996. 

This issue’s theme is academic 
excellence. Each of us can recall 
someone who played an important 
role in our education. For David, it 
is Kenneth Happe ’58, who passed 
away last year. He taught in the 
Classics department and mentored 
the theater group, Fenwick 
Apprentices. Ken had a gift for 
incorporating his dramatic skills 
into his teaching and bringing the 
subject matter to life. He was just 
one of the many special Holy Cross 
people who have played a critical role 
in shaping so many lives.

We thank you for your great 
support and loyalty to the College. 
If you haven’t done so already, 
please make your President’s 
Council gift by June 30 to maintain 
your membership for next year. 
Enjoy a wonderful summer.

Michele and David Joy ’74, P11 
Co-chairs, President’s Council
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Tery Vinh ’15 dreams of becoming a medical doctor. At Holy 
Cross, she has discerned that goal and has taken strides toward a 
successful future. “With every course, I am more sure that I want to 
pursue a career in medicine,” she said. “I have never been more 
confident in myself.”

This dean’s list student has completed a research internship at UMass 
Medical Center, a rare opportunity at most undergrad institutions. 
A teaching assistant and representative on the student advisory 
committee for the Biology Department, she serves as secretary for 
A.S.I.A. (Advocating Students Interest in Asia) and volunteers with  
Big Brothers Big Sisters.

Thanks to the Maria H. and Charles S. Whelan ‘29 Scholarship for 
Pre-Med Students, Tery is clearly thriving at Holy Cross. “That is the  
one wish that my parents have for me, and it means the world to me 
that I can make them proud,” she said.

President’s Council IMPACT: The Opportunity to Grow

Aspire. Lead. Reach.

Tery Vinh ’15 of 
Windsor, Conn. 

Rosa Carrasquillo, history professor, helps 
students to translate theory into practice through 
community-based learning.
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Emily ‘96 and Kevin Dixon ’96

Kevin Dixon and Emily Moore met during their 
junior year and were married in St. Joseph Memorial 
Chapel in 2001. Today they reside in Franklin, Mass., 
with their children, Matthew, Caroline and Brendan.

The couple, who will celebrate their 20th Reunion 
next May, share many fond memories of the Hill. 
They often reminisce about their classes; Kevin’s 
college band, Frank’s New Pants; midnight break-
fasts at Kimball during exam week; helping others 
through the Appalachia Service Project; and the 
many good times with their friends. 

Emily, a religious studies major, and Kevin, an eco-
nomics major, both enjoyed the popular class “Under-
standing Jesus,” taught by William E. Reiser, S.J.

“It was worth the early start time of 8 a.m.,” Kevin 
said. “He had an amazing way of getting students to 
think about the historical context of Jesus’ life while 
examining how the Gospel fits into our lives today.”

The Dixons were also fortunate to study with the late 
Professor Frederick Murphy. In his class, “Quest for 

For more information regarding President’s Council, please contact:  
Kelly Whalen, director of President’s Council 
hcpc@holycross.edu  | 508-793-3027  
or visit us at www.holycross.edu/pc

Do we have your current contact information? 
If you need to update your information or have not 
received Fr. Boroughs’ recent emails, please email us at 
hcpc@holycross.edu.

QUICK LINKS

alumni.holycross.edu/pc
President’s Council Web page

offices.holycross.edu/president 
Office of the President

alumni.holycross.edu.reunion 
Information on upcoming reunions

offices.holycross.edu/commencement 
Information and updates on commencement

events.holycross.edu 
Our campus is a bustling place. View our upcoming programs and events and 
plan to visit soon.

blogtrottr.com 
Have HC news emailed to your address (use news.holycross.edu as the site 
from which you pull your news).

holycross.giftplans.org 
For information on gift planning, the 1843 Society and more

Historical Jesus,” they took 
part in thought-provoking 
discussions with an exceptional 
teacher who always took time 
for his students.

Kevin and Emily are grateful 
for many things about Holy 
Cross. In addition to finding 
each other, they formed strong 
friendships and benefited from 
the guidance of outstanding 
faculty and staff.

“We graduated understanding the value of a rigorous 
education coupled with the importance of service, faith 
and relationships,” Emily said. 

“Holy Cross is not simply about the memories we have;  
we believe in its mission,” Kevin added. “Holy Cross has 
given so much to us, and we feel strongly about giving 
back as a way of helping to continue the mission. As 
Father LaBran always said, “To whom much is given, 
much is expected.”
To learn more about the Dixons, please visit  bit.ly/pcspotlight.
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SAVE the DATE
President’s Council Weekend

Nov.  21–22, 2015

new members have joined 
President’s Council this 
year. Welcome!231 


