
Holy Cross Fund Scholars Program

A Unique Giving Opportunity
The Holy Cross Fund Scholars Program  
offers donors a unique opportunity to have 
an immediate and profound impact on  
the life of a talented Holy Cross student. 
Since 1999, the Holy Cross Fund Scholars 
Program has awarded more than 630  
scholarships to deserving students with 
financial need. A donor may support a  
Holy Cross Fund Scholar with an annual  
gift of $15,000 or more to the Holy Cross  
Fund, creating a one-year named scholarship.

The Need
Approximately two-thirds of Holy Cross  
students receive financial aid. Ensuring  
access to Holy Cross for all qualified  
students is essential to our commitment to 
maintain both our need-blind admissions 
policy and our meets-full-need financial  
aid policy. Fewer than 38 colleges and 
universities in the United States admit 
students need-blind and commit to meet 
their full demonstrated need. Increasing 
support of the Holy Cross Fund Scholars 
Program through annual gifts of $15,000  
or more allows the College to transform the 
next generation of young leaders.

First-Year Students:
Typical Need-Based Financial Aid Package (2016–17)
based on total cost of attendance of $63,765

Average  
need-based  

grant,  
$37,900

Expected  
family  

contribution, 
$18,065

Loans 
$6,000

Work study 
$1,800

(continued on reverse)

PROGRAM INFORMATION

• A gift of $15,000 will create a named, one-year 
scholarship for a student with financial need. 

• Corporate matching gifts may be applied to 
reach the funding level. 

• Counts toward President’s Council annual  
gift fulfillment. 

• Gifts to support the Holy Cross Fund Scholars 
Program receive full credit toward the  
Holy Cross Fund, benefiting class and reunion 
gift totals. 



Holy Cross Fund Scholars Program

“Holy Cross has given me much more than a great education, 
it has given me an avenue for self-reflection and my personal 
and spiritual development as well. My classes have forced me 
to ponder questions about the world we live in today, reflect, 
and use this thought process to think about how I can serve 
myself and others.” 
Jeffrey Warden ’18
North Andover, Mass.
Major: Economics
Minor: Spanish

“Growing up in Worcester, I passed Holy Cross on my way 
to elementary, middle, and high school. I told my mom that 
someday I would be at Holy Cross and make her proud. Now 
what began as a childhood dream became my reality. Holy 
Cross was and still is my dream school, and as the first in my 
family to go to college, I like to believe that I’ve set the bar 
very high because getting to Holy Cross was not easy. I thank 
God daily because everything worked out and now I’m here 
and I couldn’t be happier.”
Hiram Gandia Torres ’20 
Worcester, Mass.

“I am so thankful for my financial aid and donor’s generosity 
that made Holy Cross a reality for me. I do not believe that 
I could have these same incredible experiences at any other 
college, which is why my financial aid is so crucial to every 
aspect of my Holy Cross experience.”
Katelyn Lyons ’18
Hampden, Maine
Major: Anthropology
Minor: Women’s and Gender Studies

HOLY CROSS COMMITS TO COVERING 

100%
of demonstrated need

Approximately two-thirds of  
Holy Cross students receive financial  
aid dollars. 

In 2016, the College allocated 
$51 million in financial aid.  
That figure is expected to total 
$54 million in 2017. 

Of the $51 million spent on financial aid  
in FY16, 14 percent was funded 
from the endowment, 5 percent was 
funded from gifts and government grants, 
and the remaining 81 percent was 
funded by the College.

A GIFT OF 

$15,000
makes a Holy Cross education possible 
and supports a deserving student who 
might not otherwise have access to a 
Holy Cross education. Behind every gift 
there is a human story.   

THE IMPACT

A Holy Cross education transforms  
young men and women — increasing  
opportunities and inspiring leadership.  
Support of the Holy Cross Fund Scholars  
Program directly impacts the life of  
current students, providing them with  
the means to have a positive influence  
on their communities, and, ultimately,  
the world.

Nancy M. Taylor ’81 
“The students at Holy Cross are amazing and impressive. I’m 
overwhelmed by the character, talents and accomplishments 
of the Holy Cross students I meet. By contributing to the 
Holy Cross Fund Scholars program, I feel that I am doing 
something to help Holy Cross attract and support students 
who uphold the high standards of Holy Cross and further its 
mission. An added plus of the Fund Scholars program is the 
naming aspect of the scholarship, which allows you to honor 
someone important to you or the College.” 

Kristin E. Mumford ’82 
“Over the years, I have wondered how I could repay my folks 
for all of the sacrifices they made to send me to Holy Cross, 
while still giving back to the place that transformed me.  
I decided to honor them and all the times they did without, 
by naming a Holy Cross Fund Scholarship after them. It was 
natural that my contribution assist a deserving youth whose 
family might not have the means for them to attend.”

DONOR PERSPECTIVES

Holy Cross Fund Scholars Program
Kelly C. Whalen, director of President’s Council  
and Annual Stewardship Programs, 
508-793-3027 or kwhalen@holycross.edu 
www.holycross.edu/becomemore 

STUDENT PERSPECTIVES


