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AD’s Corner

Dear Friends, 

This is the best time of the year, the countdown to the kick-off of the 2015-16 sports 
season. As we prepare for the year ahead, I would be remiss not to acknowledge and 
celebrate the very successful year we just completed. We had many milestones and 
continued our efforts to better provide an exceptional experience for our student-
athletes representing the Purple and the Holy Cross community at large. This last year 
was a special one for me since it was my first full academic year at Holy Cross as your 
Director of Athletics.

In 2014-15 our student-athletes continued to achieve at exceptional levels in the class-
room as we tied for first in the nation with a Graduation Success Rate of 99 percent, 
while 20 different squads posted a perfect 100 percent GSR. Additionally, 12 teams 
received NCAA Division I Academic Progress Rate public recognition awards (given to 
the top 10 percent of teams in their respective sport in the country), placing us in the 
top 5 percent of all Division I schools in the nation. In total, we had 312 student-ath-
letes recognized on the Patriot League Academic Honor Roll during the school year. 

Competitively, many teams had banner seasons in 2014-15. The men’s rowing varsity 
eight recorded its best season in school history, finishing the season ranked No. 17 in 
the nation! Men’s lacrosse saw significant improvement under first-year Head Coach 
Judd Lattimore, earning a national ranking after beating top 10 Loyola and Army dur-
ing the season for the first time in program history. Women’s ice hockey had an out-
standing year, winning the lone conference championship for Holy Cross in 2014-15. 
The team finished 18-7-3 and won the ECAC Open Tournament title. Women’s soccer 
also made impressive strides finishing the season 10-5-3 (most program victories since 
2000). The women’s basketball team finished in third place in the Patriot League with 
an 11-7 mark in conference games, and defeated Boston College for the first time 
since 1997. In aggregate, Holy Cross had its most successful season since joining the 
Patriot League 25 years ago, finishing seventh in the League’s President’s Cup stand-
ings and scoring the most points ever toward the Cup. 

The past year also saw the introduction of a few new head coaches at Holy Cross, 
including Bill Carmody in men’s basketball. Coach Carmody comes to Holy Cross 
with 32 years of impressive Division I coaching experience, including 17 seasons as 
the head coach at Northwestern and Princeton. We also welcomed Lindsay Jackson 
in field hockey (on the cover), who built an impressive program at Limestone College 
from a start-up into a perennial Division II powerhouse. 

More recently, in men’s rowing we promoted James Barr from interim head coach 
to full-time head coach after he previously served as the assistant for two seasons. 
Melissa Batie-Smoose took over the volleyball program, joining us from Cornell where 
she was the head volleyball coach and bringing with her more than 20 years of experi-
ence. In women’s lacrosse we introduced Amanda Belichick in July; she came to us 
from Wesleyan where she served as the head coach for the past two seasons and, be-
fore that, had assistant stops at Ohio State and UMass. Finally, in women’s golf we wel-
comed back to campus Tim Bibaud ’81. Coach Bibaud spent the previous 21 seasons 
as the head coach of men’s golf at Assumption College where he led the Greyhounds 
to five NCAA regional appearances.  

Finally, the Crusader Athletics Fund had another record-breaking year totaling $1.4 
million in support of our student-athletes. Many of the athletics accomplishments this 
past year were made possible by your generosity to CAF. I look forward to seeing 
you at a competition very soon. Until then, follow all of the action on our redesigned 
website: www.goholycross.com. Go Crusaders!

Nathan Pine
Director of Athletics 
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Coaches’ Club

Bill Carmody
M E N ’ S  B A S K E T B A L L
Bill Carmody has been the head coach at 
Princeton and Northwestern and was named 
by Sports Illustrated as the best offensive 
coach in the country — and he arrived at Holy 
Cross with expectations befitting his resume.

“I want to win here, and I want to develop 
a program so we’re right there every year in 
the Patriot League,” says Carmody, who was 
hired March 19.

Among his first jobs was to fill a roster spot 
left by a player’s decision to transfer out, as 
well as “re-recruiting” the four players who 
had been signed by former coach Milan 
Brown. Three of the four previous signees 
opted to stay, and Carmody filled the re-
maining two spots with a pair of players out 
of New Jersey.

“We were all over the East Coast — New 
York, New Jersey, Philadelphia,” Carmody 
says. “Eventually we gave two scholarships 
to guys I thought were worth it.”

The time on the road also helped Carmody 
get to know Kevin Driscoll and Matt Fava, 
who had worked under Brown. The two have 
been retained as assistant coach and coor-
dinator of operations, respectively. In May, 
they were joined on Carmody’s staff by Joe 
Kennedy and Freddie Owens.

Carmody is also putting the final touches 
on next year’s schedule. “We’re putting that 
together and figuring out what direction to 
go in,” he says.

He’s also eyeing a goal that will be music to 
the ears of many alums: “I want to get back 
to the point where BC is a rivalry.” 

 Men’s lacrosse. Men’s hockey. Field 
hockey. Men’s basketball. Volley-
ball. Women’s lacrosse. Women’s 
golf. In little more than a year, 

seven programs have welcomed the 
arrival of new head coaches. Some al-
ready have a season under their belts, 
while others are still just settling into 
their new environs. 

All, however, belong to the same 
club. Or, as Lindsay Jackson, the new 
field hockey coach, says: “You really 
feel that Holy Cross Athletics is one 
team, and that’s pretty cool.”

The infusion of new faces, beginning 
with the arrival of Athletics Direc-
tor Nathan Pine in December 2013, 
has given Crusader Athletics a “new 
energy,” says David Berard, men’s 
hockey coach. All bring enthusiasm 
and experience, along with an un-
derstanding that their roles are more 
than just calling plays during games. 
At Holy Cross, a coach is also equal 
parts teacher and mentor.

“There have been a lot changes, 
and that’s created a really positive 
momentum within the department,” 
he says. “It’s filtered down to the 
students, too; with Nate’s leadership, 
everyone is excited about the direc-
tion we’re going.”

For Pine, the ability to “attract, hire 
and retain the best coaches to lead our 
programs is critical to our success.” 

“Coaches are advocates for Holy 
Cross and our students and tell our 
story to prospective students and 
their families. The best coaches have 
a keen understanding of the combi-
nation of academic and athletic skill 
that student-athletes at Holy Cross 
need to succeed in the classroom and 
on the playing field,” Pine says, “and 
we are really happy with and excited 
about the coaches we’ve been able 
to put in place.”

Recently, Crusader Nation caught up 
with the College’s newest coaches.

7 Great, new leaders enrich our teams  •  By Chris Edmonds ’04

Meet our New Coaches

Coach Lattimore recently announced 11 incoming freshmen including two High School 
All-Americans.
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David Berard 
M E N ’ S  H O C K E Y
David Berard already has a full season 
to his credit at Holy Cross. Brought on 
as the men’s hockey coach on June 23, 
2014, Berard led the Crusaders to an 
overall record of 14-18-5 and a league 
record of 12-11-5 last winter.

“Looking back on my first year,” he says, 
“what hits me most is how much more I 
know now than I knew when I was hired 
last June.”

The same can be said for the players on 
his roster. Unlike last year, Berard isn’t 
introducing himself to 30-some new 
faces. The players, apart from the most 
recent recruits, have spent a year in his 
system and understand what’s expected 
of them.

“I’m very comfortable right now that our 
players know what we’re trying to do,” 
Berard says, “that they understand our 
expectations and why we have them, 
that they understand we’re trying to 
build a champion-level organization and 
what it takes to get there.”

Berard and his assistants spend much 
of the summer at local tournaments and 
tryout camps for junior leagues. They 
spend the end of June and into July in 
Buffalo at USA Hockey’s juniors festivals. 
They return to Boston in August, fol-
lowed by showcases in the early fall.

“Recruiting is a 365-day-a-year job,” 
Berard says. “But whatever we have to 
do to find the best student-athletes for 
Holy Cross is what we’ll do.”

Lindsay Jackson 
F I E L D  H O C K E Y
Lindsay Jackson’s switch from South 
Carolina’s Limestone College to Mount 
St. James happened, if not in a flash, 
then certainly at a brisk pace.

“With any coaching position, it all 
moves very quickly,” she says. “You get 
your application in, then there’s a phone 
interview, the on-campus interview. 
Then you get hired and — boom — 
you’re on campus.”

Jackson was introduced on Jan. 30. She 
started work at Holy Cross at the end 
of February. Right away, she set about 
instilling the culture of the program. 

“We’re going to work really hard but 
also have fun with what we’re doing,” 
she says. “We’re going to get after it 
and do things at an intense level and 
pace, but we’re also going to enjoy it.”

That fun comes with a laser focus on 
elevating the program, something Jack-
son had success doing at Limestone. 
The Division II program’s record im-
proved every year of her tenure, leading 
to a national ranking and coach of the 
year honors for Jackson in 2014.

“I want to make us a presence on cam-
pus, in the Patriot League and Division 
I,” Jackson says. “I want us to be really 
relevant. I want recruits to say, ‘Who 
wouldn’t want to play there?’”

Alongside Jackson will be Maryette 
Stewart, an assistant coach who’s enter-
ing her fourth season with the program. 
Jackson will also add a second, volun-
teer assistant for 2015.

Judd Lattimore 
M E N ’ S  L A C R O S S E
If Belichick is the rookie of this group, 
Judson Lattimore is its seasoned 
veteran. The coach, who was hired in 
May 2014, guided the Crusaders to 
a 6-7 overall record (3-5 in the Patriot 
League). The team also notched a pair 
of wins over Top 10 foes.

But last season is last season, and the 
focus shifted immediately to the recruit-
ing circuit.

“We’re out almost every day evaluat-
ing players and building our data-
base,” says Lattimore, who counts 
Patriot League rival Bucknell among his 
previous coaching stops. “We’re out 
watching games in Connecticut, Mas-
sachusetts, New Jersey, Maryland, D.C., 
Philadelphia. We are everywhere.”

Lattimore and his assistants, Ryan 
Klipstein and Jordan Nies, hit the road 
and then send their evaluations back to 
the team’s volunteer director of opera-
tions — Lattimore’s wife, Bonnie Clarke 
Lattimore — creating a shared system 
that allows the coaches to “keep track 
of every lacrosse player in the country 
during the summer,” says Lattimore.

That may be ambitious, but Lattimore 
says it’s all about identifying the right 
players for the program: “We work very 
hard to be thorough with recruiting to 
find players that fit Holy Cross. We’re 
looking for great students, who can also 
compete at a high level, guys who can 
help us beat Top 10 teams. And we’re 
looking for guys who are community-
conscious. It’s a special person who 
comes here.”

Melissa Batie-Smoose 
V O L L E Y B A L L
Melissa Batie-Smoose was hired as vol-
leyball head coach on April 24 — about 
four months to prepare for the season’s 
opening serve. It meant she had to hit 
the ground at a sprint. 

Fortunately, her fellow coaches have 
been there with advice and helpful sug-
gestions.

“There aren’t many schools where you 
get to campus and the football coach is 
stopping by your office,” says Batie-
Smoose, who most recently was the 
head coach at Cornell. “I’ve met a lot of 
the other coaches and that’s been help-
ful. It’s made the transition easier.”

She met the team the day she was hired 
and had, in total, about two weeks of 
contact with them before finals and the 
end of the semester. The team went 
through some conditioning tests and 
one volleyball practice — “It was really 
nice to see them live,” she says.

And she planned to see a lot more live 
action in the six-week run of tourna-
ments from Memorial Day into early 
July where she would have her eye on 
potential future Crusaders. She’s also in 
the process of hiring an assistant coach. 

For the returning members of the team, 
she left them with a simple message: 
find ways to play during the summer. 
Champions, she says, are built in the 
offseason.

“If you’re going to be great at what you 
do, you need to play. That’s our first 
step.”

Tim Bibaud 

W O M E N ’ S  G O L F
Tim Bibaud might be new to the Col-
lege’s coaching ranks, but he’s hardly 
new to the College. The new women’s 
golf coach, hired July 8, is a class of 
1981 graduate. And during his under-
graduate days he spent four years on 
the golf team himself.

“Golf,” he says, “was a great part of my 
four years at Holy Cross, and I want to do 
the same thing for these kids. On top of 
that, “the opportunity to go back to my 
alma mater was too much to pass up.”

Bibaud knows the coaching trade. He 
spent 21 years as the men’s coach at 
Assumption. He also coached high 
school basketball from 1994 to 2006, 
and spent four seasons as an assistant 
basketball coach at Assumption.

It’s not just about chip shots or layups 
for Bibaud. Coaching, he says, is about 
helping young people mature into 
adults. “That means more than what 
they do on the golf course.”

For now, his focus, he says, is on rein-
vigorating the College’s women’s golf 
program. “The most important thing,” 
he says, “is getting everyone on the 
same page. I’m a firm believer in com-
plete communication.”

Open communication will help foster 
another of Bibaud’s aims: a sense of 
team. “As much as golf is an individual 
sport, our best successes come when 
we really bond together and play as a 
unit with each player pulling for each 
other,” he says, “and I want to create 
that environment right off the bat.”

Amanda Belichick
W O M E N ’ S  L A C R O S S E
The most recent of the new hires, 
Amanda Belichick (yes, that Belichick) 
was announced as the College’s new 
women’s lacrosse coach on July 10. A 
2007 Wesleyan University graduate, 
Belichick arrives on the Hill with an 
impressive resume and fresh energy as 
she takes over a program that finished 
4-14 last spring.

“My goal for the program, what I bring 
to the table, is a focus on fundamentals
— catching, throwing, all the details” 
she says. 

That’s an approach she’s honed as a 
player and on the sidelines, first at Cho-
ate Rosemary Hall, then as an assistant 
at UMass and Ohio State and, most 
recently, as the head coach at her alma 
mater. 

“I’ve been really lucky to be surrounded 
by incredible mentors,” she says, citing 
in particular Buckeyes’ coach Alexis 
Venechanos, who Belichick worked for 
in Amherst, Mass., and Columbus, Ohio.

Running her own Division l program is, 
she says, “a huge honor.” It will also be 
a demanding task. Within a day of her 
hiring, she was on the phone reaching 
out to current and incoming players. 

She also got right out on the road. “For 
me, recruiting is about finding the right 
people,” she says. “It’s about finding 
the right players who want to come to 
Holy Cross, get a great education and 
make lacrosse a priority.”



4   Crusader Nation • Fall 2015  Fall 2015 • Crusader Nation   5    

David Berard 
M E N ’ S  H O C K E Y
David Berard already has a full season 
to his credit at Holy Cross. Brought on 
as the men’s hockey coach on June 23, 
2014, Berard led the Crusaders to an 
overall record of 14-18-5 and a league 
record of 12-11-5 last winter.

“Looking back on my first year,” he says, 
“what hits me most is how much more I 
know now than I knew when I was hired 
last June.”

The same can be said for the players on 
his roster. Unlike last year, Berard isn’t 
introducing himself to 30-some new 
faces. The players, apart from the most 
recent recruits, have spent a year in his 
system and understand what’s expected 
of them.

“I’m very comfortable right now that our 
players know what we’re trying to do,” 
Berard says, “that they understand our 
expectations and why we have them, 
that they understand we’re trying to 
build a champion-level organization and 
what it takes to get there.”

Berard and his assistants spend much 
of the summer at local tournaments and 
tryout camps for junior leagues. They 
spend the end of June and into July in 
Buffalo at USA Hockey’s juniors festivals. 
They return to Boston in August, fol-
lowed by showcases in the early fall.

“Recruiting is a 365-day-a-year job,” 
Berard says. “But whatever we have to 
do to find the best student-athletes for 
Holy Cross is what we’ll do.”

Lindsay Jackson 
F I E L D  H O C K E Y
Lindsay Jackson’s switch from South 
Carolina’s Limestone College to Mount 
St. James happened, if not in a flash, 
then certainly at a brisk pace.

“With any coaching position, it all 
moves very quickly,” she says. “You get 
your application in, then there’s a phone 
interview, the on-campus interview. 
Then you get hired and — boom — 
you’re on campus.”

Jackson was introduced on Jan. 30. She 
started work at Holy Cross at the end 
of February. Right away, she set about 
instilling the culture of the program. 

“We’re going to work really hard but 
also have fun with what we’re doing,” 
she says. “We’re going to get after it 
and do things at an intense level and 
pace, but we’re also going to enjoy it.”

That fun comes with a laser focus on 
elevating the program, something Jack-
son had success doing at Limestone. 
The Division II program’s record im-
proved every year of her tenure, leading 
to a national ranking and coach of the 
year honors for Jackson in 2014.

“I want to make us a presence on cam-
pus, in the Patriot League and Division 
I,” Jackson says. “I want us to be really 
relevant. I want recruits to say, ‘Who 
wouldn’t want to play there?’”

Alongside Jackson will be Maryette 
Stewart, an assistant coach who’s enter-
ing her fourth season with the program. 
Jackson will also add a second, volun-
teer assistant for 2015.

Judd Lattimore 
M E N ’ S  L A C R O S S E
If Belichick is the rookie of this group, 
Judson Lattimore is its seasoned 
veteran. The coach, who was hired in 
May 2014, guided the Crusaders to 
a 6-7 overall record (3-5 in the Patriot 
League). The team also notched a pair 
of wins over Top 10 foes.

But last season is last season, and the 
focus shifted immediately to the recruit-
ing circuit.

“We’re out almost every day evaluat-
ing players and building our data-
base,” says Lattimore, who counts 
Patriot League rival Bucknell among his 
previous coaching stops. “We’re out 
watching games in Connecticut, Mas-
sachusetts, New Jersey, Maryland, D.C., 
Philadelphia. We are everywhere.”

Lattimore and his assistants, Ryan 
Klipstein and Jordan Nies, hit the road 
and then send their evaluations back to 
the team’s volunteer director of opera-
tions — Lattimore’s wife, Bonnie Clarke 
Lattimore — creating a shared system 
that allows the coaches to “keep track 
of every lacrosse player in the country 
during the summer,” says Lattimore.

That may be ambitious, but Lattimore 
says it’s all about identifying the right 
players for the program: “We work very 
hard to be thorough with recruiting to 
find players that fit Holy Cross. We’re 
looking for great students, who can also 
compete at a high level, guys who can 
help us beat Top 10 teams. And we’re 
looking for guys who are community-
conscious. It’s a special person who 
comes here.”

Melissa Batie-Smoose 
V O L L E Y B A L L
Melissa Batie-Smoose was hired as vol-
leyball head coach on April 24 — about 
four months to prepare for the season’s 
opening serve. It meant she had to hit 
the ground at a sprint. 

Fortunately, her fellow coaches have 
been there with advice and helpful sug-
gestions.

“There aren’t many schools where you 
get to campus and the football coach is 
stopping by your office,” says Batie-
Smoose, who most recently was the 
head coach at Cornell. “I’ve met a lot of 
the other coaches and that’s been help-
ful. It’s made the transition easier.”

She met the team the day she was hired 
and had, in total, about two weeks of 
contact with them before finals and the 
end of the semester. The team went 
through some conditioning tests and 
one volleyball practice — “It was really 
nice to see them live,” she says.

And she planned to see a lot more live 
action in the six-week run of tourna-
ments from Memorial Day into early 
July where she would have her eye on 
potential future Crusaders. She’s also in 
the process of hiring an assistant coach. 

For the returning members of the team, 
she left them with a simple message: 
find ways to play during the summer. 
Champions, she says, are built in the 
offseason.

“If you’re going to be great at what you 
do, you need to play. That’s our first 
step.”

Tim Bibaud 

W O M E N ’ S  G O L F
Tim Bibaud might be new to the Col-
lege’s coaching ranks, but he’s hardly 
new to the College. The new women’s 
golf coach, hired July 8, is a class of 
1981 graduate. And during his under-
graduate days he spent four years on 
the golf team himself.

“Golf,” he says, “was a great part of my 
four years at Holy Cross, and I want to do 
the same thing for these kids. On top of 
that, “the opportunity to go back to my 
alma mater was too much to pass up.”

Bibaud knows the coaching trade. He 
spent 21 years as the men’s coach at 
Assumption. He also coached high 
school basketball from 1994 to 2006, 
and spent four seasons as an assistant 
basketball coach at Assumption.

It’s not just about chip shots or layups 
for Bibaud. Coaching, he says, is about 
helping young people mature into 
adults. “That means more than what 
they do on the golf course.”

For now, his focus, he says, is on rein-
vigorating the College’s women’s golf 
program. “The most important thing,” 
he says, “is getting everyone on the 
same page. I’m a firm believer in com-
plete communication.”

Open communication will help foster 
another of Bibaud’s aims: a sense of 
team. “As much as golf is an individual 
sport, our best successes come when 
we really bond together and play as a 
unit with each player pulling for each 
other,” he says, “and I want to create 
that environment right off the bat.”

Amanda Belichick
W O M E N ’ S  L A C R O S S E
The most recent of the new hires, 
Amanda Belichick (yes, that Belichick) 
was announced as the College’s new 
women’s lacrosse coach on July 10. A 
2007 Wesleyan University graduate, 
Belichick arrives on the Hill with an 
impressive resume and fresh energy as 
she takes over a program that finished 
4-14 last spring.

“My goal for the program, what I bring 
to the table, is a focus on fundamentals
— catching, throwing, all the details” 
she says. 

That’s an approach she’s honed as a 
player and on the sidelines, first at Cho-
ate Rosemary Hall, then as an assistant 
at UMass and Ohio State and, most 
recently, as the head coach at her alma 
mater. 
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Dennis Muldoon  ’16 
Cross Country/Track & Field

Dennis Muldoon ’16 (Weymouth, Mass.) serves as a captain 
of the cross-country team while also participating in indoor 
and outdoor track and field (distance). As a junior in cross 
country he ran a career-best in the 8K (25th, 24:55.40) at 
the Patriot League Championship. He finished in 10th place 
(five-mile run, 25:20.0) at the National Catholic Champion-
ship, which was the best finish for a Holy Cross runner in 20 
years at the meet. He placed sixth in the 6K against New 
Hampshire with a time of 18:51.20. He was named to the 
All-ECAC team.

Q Your grandfather and your 
cousin graduated from Holy Cross 
— how much did that impact your 
decision to attend the school?

A It was definitely a big reason that 
I came here. My grandfather gradu-
ated in 1952 and he only had great 
things to say about Holy Cross. My 
cousin graduated the year before I ar-
rived, so he really showed me around. 
It was definitely a big influence on me 
coming to Holy Cross.

Q How have you enjoyed the school 
experience overall?

A I love it; it has  been a great expe-
rience socially, academically and athleti-
cally. It has definitely been multifaceted 
in that respect. There are great people 
at Holy Cross and I have  made some 
lifelong friends. 

Q Does anyone in your family run or 
did they back in the day?

A I’ve had three uncles who are 
high school coaches. My father was 
a coach. One of my uncles is a really 
good marathoner, and my brother ran 
all three seasons, all four years of high 
school. I wanted to jump in there with 
him.

Q When you think about Holy 
Cross, what is the first thing that 
comes to your mind?

A I’d say community. Overall it is  a 
tight-knit community. My junior year 
a lot of people were abroad, so the 
people that were on campus  came 
closer together, so that was cool.

Q What do you want to do for work 
after college?

A I am pre-med and a math major, 
and I’m hoping to get into the health 
care field. I’m not really sure in what 
aspect, whether it is a doctor or a PA, 
something along those lines.

Q What has been your favorite 
meet as a Crusader and why was that 
one so memorable?

A Indoors this year at the 2015 Patriot 
League Championship. One, because I 
ran the best I ever had before in the 3K. 
Two, we got people back up on the po-
dium and we were scoring points from 
all parts of the team, so that was really a 
great team effort.

Q What are your main goals for 
your senior season, as an individual 
and as a team?

A As a team we aim to crack the top 
five in the Patriot League. It’s been very 
tight since I’ve been here the last three 
or four years, it has been the same top 
five. We definitely want to break into 
that. Individually I would like to go for 
All-Patriot League, top seven is first 
team, and top 14 is second team.

By Trevor Wenners, intern, Holy Cross 
Athletics Media Relations 
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Paying it Forward

 Giving back to Holy 
Cross is a natural 
thing to do for Marie 
(Golden) DiPalma. The 

2002 Holy Cross graduate 
and member of the Varsity 
Club Hall of Fame was 
part of the 2002 women’s 
rowing varsity eight. 
She has been an active 
supporter of the rowing 
program since graduation. 

In 2007 in collaboration 
with classmates on the 
men’s rowing team, Marie 
helped create the Holy 
Cross Rowing Associa-
tion. “We wanted to have 
an official alumni group 
that supported the rowing 
program,” said Marie. 
“So many of us contin-
ued to stay in touch with 
and follow the team so 
the HCRA was a way to 
formalize that involvement 
in an effort to encourage 
other alumni to join in. 
The HCRA would send out 
newsletters with updates 
on the racing schedule 
and results but also served 
as a way to fundraise with 
donations being directed 
to the rowing program.”

Marie’s husband, Jared 
DiPalma ’02, has also pro-
vided generous support to 
Holy Cross athletics. He is 
a Co-Chair for their class 
and together they are 
members of President’s 
Council. Marie calls all 
of  their work on behalf of 
Holy Cross a “joint effort.”  
They focus not only on the 
money that they are rais-

ing but also on the level of 
participation.

Marie is currently the 
Director of Marketing at 
Luxottica which is a market 
leader in producing and 
distributing luxury and 
fashion eyewear for brands 
such as RayBan, Chanel, 
Coach, Michael Kors and 
Tory Burch. An alumni con-
nection helped her secure 
her first job at Avon Prod-

ucts and she is grateful for 
that help. Giving career 
advice and guidance to 
young alumni who reach 
out is another way that she 
enjoys providing support 
to Holy Cross. “I’ve always 
tried to answer each email 
that I receive from alumni. 
They might want me to 
look over a résumé or talk 
about my career in beauty 
and fashion marketing,” 
said Marie. “Since there 

isn’t a marketing major 
at Holy Cross it is always 
helpful for recent gradu-
ates to be able to connect  
with alumni who have been 
able to pursue a successful 
career in that field. I’m so 
grateful for the networking 
opportunities that I have 
had through Holy Cross 
and will always continue to 
pay that forward.”

By Trevor Wenners 

Marie (Golden) DiPalma ’02  
Former rower sees value in staying connected 
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Donors to CAF   Give at Unprecedented LevelsRise Together

T he Crusader Athletics Fund 
(CAF) celebrates another 
record-breaking year. In fis-
cal 2015, 3,915 donors gave 

just shy of $1.4 million to CAF, 
a 28-percent increase in the 
number of donors and 25-per-
cent increase in dollars over the 
previous year.

Participation from students and 
Athletics staff members was 
particularly impressive with 
more than 550 students and 100 
percent of the Athletics staff on 
campus making a gift this year.

“I am humbled by the incredible 
support of our alumni, family 
and friends to the Crusader Ath-
letics Fund this year,” Director 
of Athletics Nathan Pine said. 
“Together we set a new record 
by raising $1.4 million in sup-
port of our student-athletes and 
programs. I would like to thank 
everyone who made a gift to 
CAF, for enhancing the experi-
ence of our student-athletes 
who represent Holy Cross so 
well. I would also like to thank 
and recognize the members of 
the Department of Athletics, as 
we had 100-percent participa-
tion in staff giving this year.”

Fifteen sports broke donor 
records (baseball, basket-
ball, cheerleading, rowing, 
field hockey, football, golf, 
ice hockey, lacrosse, soccer, 
softball, swimming & diving, 
tennis, track, and volleyball) and 
nine sports broke dollar records 
(rowing, field hockey, golf, ice 
hockey, lacrosse, soccer, soft-
ball, swimming & diving, and 
volleyball).

Heather Palmer
Director, Crusader Athletics Fund
508-793-2415
crusaderathletics@holycross.edu
GoHolyCross.com/CAF

THANK YOU to all the alumni, 
family members, friends, staff 
and students who supported 
CAF this year.

To see a complete list of donors, 
visit GoHolyCross.com/HonorRoll
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Jeff Oliver is the Head Coach of Strength and Conditioning at 
Holy Cross. Prior to Holy Cross, Oliver spent two seasons at Bos-
ton University as an assistant strength coach. 

 1. Graduate of Boston College and Boston University.
 2.  Grew up in the Catskill Mountains with seven siblings (six   
  brothers and one sister). 
 3.  His family grew their own food in a large garden and raised  
  chickens for meat and eggs.
 4.  Played in the inaugural seasons of Arena Football in 1988   
  (Providence Steamrollers) and NFL Europe in 1991 (Barcelona  
  Dragons).
 5.  Was in training camp with the Dallas Cowboys in Tom Landry’s  
  last year. Played against “Too Tall” Jones in practice and with  
  Herschel Walker and Michael Irvin.
 6.  Practiced against Lawrence Taylor while with the New York  
  Jets in 1989-91. Coached by Pete Carroll and learned that he  
  is a great basketball player and classical pianist.
 7.  Was recruited to college by two-time Super Bowl Champion  
  Head Coach Tom Coughlin. 
 8.  Played in the last two BC vs. Holy Cross football games at 
  Fitton Field in 1984 and 1986. Also played in the “Miracle in  
  Miami” game in 1984.
 9.  Married to Katie Paul of Worcester. She is the oldest of 13  
  children. Jeff and Kate have four children: Peter (15), Corinne  
  (14), Lydia (12), and Keating (10). 
 10.  Just began his 20th year as part of Holy Cross Athletics. 

Egetta (Schumski) Alfonso ’92  

Jeff Oliver

Egetta Alfonso enters her 17th year as head coach of the Women’s Track 
and Field team at Holy Cross. During her tenure, Alfonso has had hun-
dreds of student-athletes named to the Patriot League Academic Honor 
Roll. Alfonso herself was a four-year letter winner at Holy Cross.

 1. Born and raised in Brooklyn, N.Y., the youngest of four.
 2. Attended Abraham Lincoln High School in Brooklyn, which   
  also famously graduated Neil Diamond, Louis Gossett Jr.,   
  Arthur Miller, Marv Albert, and Neil Sedaka. 
 3. Married her college sweetheart, Rigoberto Alfonso’94,   
  a former football player at Holy Cross.
 4. Mother of two boys, Tony (13) and Marc (9).
 5. Read the books “Pride and Prejudice” and “The Godfather”  
  more than five times each.
 6. Shared the 4x100-meter relay record at Holy Cross and was  
  an All-Patriot League performer in the shot put and the   
  400-meter dash and an ECAC qualifier in the distance medley. 
 7. Once competed and scored in seven events in a one-day college   
  meet.
 8. Taught for two years in the South Bronx through Teach for America. 
 9. Never considered attending college until senior year of high school.
 10. Has a cat named Lucky and a dog named Jeter.

10 things to know about...Playing it ForwardRise Together

 I was excited about going to Holy 
Cross,” reflects John E. Luth ’74, found-
ing partner, chairman and chief execu-
tive officer of the global advisory and in-

vestment company, Seabury Group LLC. 
Luth, who transferred from the University 
of Missouri in 1971, recalls his first days 
atop Mount St. James: “I fell in love with 
the campus, the environment, the liberal 

arts approach … but what really won me 
over was playing soccer.”

“Blame it on soccer!” interjects Luth’s 
wife, Joanne (Jo) Chouinard-Luth, 
D.M.D., with a laugh. “Soccer is my 
passion,” admits Luth, who enrolled at 
Holy Cross thanks to the encourage-
ment and financial support of his mentor 
and fellow Missourian, the late John M. 
Flavan ’53, then a St. Louis hotelier and 
restaurateur. 

A high school standout, Luth joined the 
College’s then-fledgling soccer program 
as a walk-on, after a chance encounter 
with team members who were practicing 
on the campus’ lower fields.

“It was a dream come true,” says Luth, 
who reveled in the camaraderie and 
competitiveness of the nascent soccer 

program, playing against well-estab-
lished teams from Harvard and BC and 
dominating local Worcester teams from 
WPI and Clark.

“Anyone who’s played a varsity sport 
knows how it feels,” says Luth, who, 
along with his wife, found a way to 
demonstrate his ongoing commitment 
to Crusader athletics — and pay forward 
the kindness of Flavan — with a record-
setting gift of $32.5 million to Holy Cross.

Soccer is just one of the 27 varsity 
athletics programs at Holy Cross that will 
directly benefit from the Luths’ recent 
gift, which will be used to extensively 
expand and renovate the Hart Center, 
helping student-athletes to compete at 
the highest levels of Division 1 athletics. 
In addition, a portion of their gift, $7.5 
million, will go toward converting the 
Field House into a state-of-the-art rec-
reation complex to promote the health 
and wellness of the entire campus com-
munity. 

As a former member of Holy Cross’ 
Board of Trustees, from 2005 to 2013, 
and a current member of its Advisory 
Board, Luth is well aware of the critical 
need for renovating the College’s athlet-
ics facilities. 

“We were already contemplating a gift 
to College athletics,” explains Luth. 
“However, the timing of it was very 
much credited to [the challenge of] the 
anonymous donor.”

As part of the College’s “Become More” 
campaign, an anonymous donor com-
mitted $15 million toward the estimated 
$87 million Hart Center renovation and 
will give an additional $5 million, if total 
donations reach $60 million by Septem-
ber 2015. 

“At Holy Cross, there is an attentiveness 
to developing the whole person,” says 
Chouinard-Luth, a dentist and nutrition-
ist who takes a keen interest in fitness, 
nutrition and preventive medicine. 

 “We think it’s important to have a place 
to be active. It enhances your quality 
of life, and we think that’s a really good 
legacy to leave.” 

For more on John and Jo — and their 
historic gift to Holy Cross — keep an 
eye out for the fall issue of Holy Cross 
Magazine.

By Rebecca Smith ’99 and Kimberly 
Staley ’99

Former Crusader soccer player John Luth ’74 donates largest gift in College 
history to expand and enhance athletics facilities

Soccer remains a passion for John Luth, who played varsity soccer at Holy Cross.
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Roll. Alfonso herself was a four-year letter winner at Holy Cross.

 1. Born and raised in Brooklyn, N.Y., the youngest of four.
 2. Attended Abraham Lincoln High School in Brooklyn, which   
  also famously graduated Neil Diamond, Louis Gossett Jr.,   
  Arthur Miller, Marv Albert, and Neil Sedaka. 
 3. Married her college sweetheart, Rigoberto Alfonso’94,   
  a former football player at Holy Cross.
 4. Mother of two boys, Tony (13) and Marc (9).
 5. Read the books “Pride and Prejudice” and “The Godfather”  
  more than five times each.
 6. Shared the 4x100-meter relay record at Holy Cross and was  
  an All-Patriot League performer in the shot put and the   
  400-meter dash and an ECAC qualifier in the distance medley. 
 7. Once competed and scored in seven events in a one-day college   
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 9. Never considered attending college until senior year of high school.
 10. Has a cat named Lucky and a dog named Jeter.

10 things to know about...Playing it ForwardRise Together

 I was excited about going to Holy 
Cross,” reflects John E. Luth ’74, found-
ing partner, chairman and chief execu-
tive officer of the global advisory and in-

vestment company, Seabury Group LLC. 
Luth, who transferred from the University 
of Missouri in 1971, recalls his first days 
atop Mount St. James: “I fell in love with 
the campus, the environment, the liberal 

arts approach … but what really won me 
over was playing soccer.”

“Blame it on soccer!” interjects Luth’s 
wife, Joanne (Jo) Chouinard-Luth, 
D.M.D., with a laugh. “Soccer is my 
passion,” admits Luth, who enrolled at 
Holy Cross thanks to the encourage-
ment and financial support of his mentor 
and fellow Missourian, the late John M. 
Flavan ’53, then a St. Louis hotelier and 
restaurateur. 

A high school standout, Luth joined the 
College’s then-fledgling soccer program 
as a walk-on, after a chance encounter 
with team members who were practicing 
on the campus’ lower fields.

“It was a dream come true,” says Luth, 
who reveled in the camaraderie and 
competitiveness of the nascent soccer 

program, playing against well-estab-
lished teams from Harvard and BC and 
dominating local Worcester teams from 
WPI and Clark.

“Anyone who’s played a varsity sport 
knows how it feels,” says Luth, who, 
along with his wife, found a way to 
demonstrate his ongoing commitment 
to Crusader athletics — and pay forward 
the kindness of Flavan — with a record-
setting gift of $32.5 million to Holy Cross.

Soccer is just one of the 27 varsity 
athletics programs at Holy Cross that will 
directly benefit from the Luths’ recent 
gift, which will be used to extensively 
expand and renovate the Hart Center, 
helping student-athletes to compete at 
the highest levels of Division 1 athletics. 
In addition, a portion of their gift, $7.5 
million, will go toward converting the 
Field House into a state-of-the-art rec-
reation complex to promote the health 
and wellness of the entire campus com-
munity. 

As a former member of Holy Cross’ 
Board of Trustees, from 2005 to 2013, 
and a current member of its Advisory 
Board, Luth is well aware of the critical 
need for renovating the College’s athlet-
ics facilities. 

“We were already contemplating a gift 
to College athletics,” explains Luth. 
“However, the timing of it was very 
much credited to [the challenge of] the 
anonymous donor.”

As part of the College’s “Become More” 
campaign, an anonymous donor com-
mitted $15 million toward the estimated 
$87 million Hart Center renovation and 
will give an additional $5 million, if total 
donations reach $60 million by Septem-
ber 2015. 

“At Holy Cross, there is an attentiveness 
to developing the whole person,” says 
Chouinard-Luth, a dentist and nutrition-
ist who takes a keen interest in fitness, 
nutrition and preventive medicine. 

 “We think it’s important to have a place 
to be active. It enhances your quality 
of life, and we think that’s a really good 
legacy to leave.” 

For more on John and Jo — and their 
historic gift to Holy Cross — keep an 
eye out for the fall issue of Holy Cross 
Magazine.

By Rebecca Smith ’99 and Kimberly 
Staley ’99

Former Crusader soccer player John Luth ’74 donates largest gift in College 
history to expand and enhance athletics facilities

Soccer remains a passion for John Luth, who played varsity soccer at Holy Cross.
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Sean O’Neil ’76 

 The Holy Cross alumni network is 
consistently recognized for building 
strong bridges between current stu-
dents and those who have graduat-

ed. Sean O’Neil ’76, founder of Fenwick 
Global Advisors in Boston, has worked 
since his own graduation to develop 
and deepen the relationships between 
students and the alumni network. 

Specifically working with the men’s soc-
cer program (of which he was a team 
captain while attending Holy Cross), 
O’Neil also recruits fellow alumni to 
mentor current student-athletes. O’Neil, 
who also participated in the ROTC 
program and served in the United States 
Navy, plans to expand the mentorship 
program beyond the men’s soccer team 
to include members of the women’s soc-
cer team, as well as the ROTC program. 
He hopes these additions will help grow 
the mentorship program and double its 
current size.

Encouraging the student-alumni rela-
tionship, especially in a smaller liberal 

arts college like Holy Cross, is immea-
surably important. “Access to alumni 
mentors is an enormous help, whether 
you are a student looking for a job or 
whether you are in your fifties and want 
to change your career,” said O’Neil. “At 
Holy Cross, we are able to lean on our 
alumni network with alums who come 
back and mentor. This supplements 
and supports the work done through 
our Career Planning office on campus. 
Because of this, we experience the same 
post-graduate professional success as 
the larger schools.”

After graduation from Holy Cross, 
O’Neil earned his MBA at Harvard 
Business School and served for over 25 
years as a member of the United States 
Navy on active and reserve duty. He has 
since gained over 30 years of experi-
ence within asset and wealth manage-
ment and continuously found that the 
values and habits he developed during 
his time on the Hill aided in his success 
in both the military and his business 
career. “Holy Cross set me up well for 

the military,” said O’Neil. “I was pretty 
active in college with ROTC and soccer, 
and I was also the photography editor of 
the yearbook. I quickly learned how to 
manage my time and that really helped 
with the Navy.”

Many qualities that O’Neil shares with 
his fellow alumni can be attributed 
to the education they received. “The 
liberal arts education at Holy Cross is a 
superb way to be prepared for a career,” 
said O’Neil. “You are required to take 
a wide range of different courses. After 
graduation, you come across business 
majors from other schools that didn’t 
have the same level of common sense 
that you find in someone with a liberal 
arts education from Holy Cross. It is 
why Holy Cross alumni do very well at 
the top graduate schools, because they 
have a great base.”

Outside of the mentorship program, the 
relationships formed throughout his four 
years on the Hill are what keeps O’Neil 
tied to Holy Cross. “Holy Cross set me 
up with a terrific network of alums,” 
said O’Neil. “My wife (Catherine Lyons 
O’Neil ‘77) and I still get together with 
some of our closest friends from college. 
We used to have a reunion every Fourth 
of July and probably 50 percent of the 
children from that group ended up go-
ing to Holy Cross.” 

O’Neil’s four children fall within that 
50 percent, as they all attended Holy 
Cross. For prospective students consid-
ering the school, he has these words of 
advice. “Work hard but also have fun 
and realize that though your time there 
might be short, you’ve met people that 
will be your lifelong friends. Those are 
your friends you’ll share the good times 
and the bad times with. It’s a great fam-
ily, so enjoy it.” 

By Lauren Leary ’12, a former member 
of the swimming and diving team at 
Holy Cross. Every single member of the O’Neil family is a Holy Cross graduate.

2015 Fall Home Events

September  
 4 Men’s Soccer vs. Providence 5 p.m.
 4 Field Hockey vs. Harvard 7:30 p.m.  
 8 Women’s Soccer vs. UMass Lowell 7 p.m.
 10 Field Hockey vs. California-Davis 4 p.m.
 11 Men’s Soccer vs. Sacred Heart 4 p.m.
 11 Women’s Soccer vs. St. Peter’s 7 p.m.
 19 Field Hockey vs. Colgate 1 p.m.
 19 Men’s Soccer vs. Monmouth 7 p.m.
 22 Women’s Soccer vs. Bryant 7 p.m.
 26 Football vs. Colgate (Homecoming) 12 p.m.
 30 Women’s Soccer vs. Army 7 p.m.       

October  
 2 Field Hockey vs. Bryant 7 p.m.
 3 Football vs. Albany 1 p.m.
 4 Women’s Soccer vs. Navy 1 p.m.
 7 Men’s Soccer vs. Army 7 p.m.
 9 Field Hockey vs. Boston University 4 p.m.
 9 Men’s & Women’s Swimming & 
  Diving vs. Iona 4 p.m.
 9 Volleyball vs. Navy 4 p.m.
 9 Men’s Ice Hockey vs. Quinnipiac 7 p.m.
 10 Football vs. Brown 1 p.m.  
 10 Volleyball vs. Lafayette 5 p.m.
 10 Men’s Soccer vs. Navy 7 p.m.
 11 Field Hockey vs. Cornell 1 p.m.
 16 Volleyball vs. Bucknell 7 p.m.
 17 Women’s Soccer vs. Lafayette 1 p.m.
 17 Volleyball vs. Lehigh  5 p.m.
 20 Volleyball vs. Army 7 p.m.
 21 Men’s Soccer vs. Northeastern 7 p.m.
 21 Women’s Swimming & Diving vs. Siena 7 p.m.
 23 Volleyball vs. Colgate 7 p.m.

 24 Football vs. Lafayette (Family Weekend) 1 p.m.
 24 Men’s Soccer vs. Lafayette 7 p.m.
 25 Women’s Soccer vs. American 1 p.m.
 25 Men’s & Women’s Swimming & 
  Diving vs. Colgate 1 p.m.
 28 Field Hockey vs. Dartmouth 6 p.m.
 30 Volleyball vs. American 7 p.m.
 30 Women’s Ice Hockey vs. Sacred Heart 7 p.m.
 31 Field Hockey vs. Lehigh 11 a.m.
 31 Men’s & Women’s Swimming & 
  Diving vs. Fairfield  11 a.m.
 31 Football vs. Bryant 1 p.m.
 31 Volleyball vs. Loyola (Md.) 6 p.m. 

November  
 1 Men’s Soccer vs. American 1 p.m.
 5 Men’s Basketball vs. Assumption (exhibition) 7 p.m.
 6 Men’s Ice Hockey vs. Sacred Heart 7 p.m.
 7 Women’s Basketball vs. 
  Assumption (exhibition) 1 p.m.
 7 Women’s Ice Hockey vs. Manhattanville 2 p.m.
 8 Women’s Ice Hockey vs. Salve Regina 2 p.m.
 15 Women’s Basketball vs. Massachusetts 1 p.m.
 19 Men’s Basketball vs. New Hampshire 7 p.m.
 20 Women’s Ice Hockey vs. Plymouth State 7 p.m.
 21 Football vs. Georgetown (President’s 
  Council) 12 p.m.
 21 Women’s Ice Hockey vs. St. Michael’s 5 p.m.
 24 Men’s Ice Hockey vs. AIC 7 p.m.
 25 Men’s Basketball vs. Sacred Heart 7 p.m.
 27 Men’s Ice Hockey vs. Niagara 7 p.m.
 28 Women’s Ice Hockey vs. Bowdoin 2 p.m.
 28 Men’s Ice Hockey vs. Niagara 7 p.m.
 29 Men’s Basketball vs. Harvard 1 p.m.
 29 Women’s Basketball vs. Bryant 4 p.m. 

Calendar

Baseball: Fitton Field
Basketball: Hart Center
Ice Hockey: Hart Center
Lacrosse: Holy Cross Field
Swimming & Diving: Hart Center

Home
Venues

Single game tickets are on sale for Men’s Basketball, 
Women’s Basketball and Men’s Hockey. Visit 
GoHolyCross.com/tickets or call 508-793-2573 
to reserve your tickets. 

CATCHING UP WITH Crusaders
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“In that moment, it was 
just me and the batter. 
After releasing the ball, all I was thinking 
about was throwing a strike and hitting my 
spot. I just want him to swing and miss or 
swing and ground out or fly out. Once the 
ball is out of my hand, I just hope I have 
done what I needed to do with the pitch 
to record an out.

“Playing summer ball in the Cape Cod 
Baseball League has been tremendous. 
It’s something I always aspired to do. The 
league is full of great talent from all over 
the country. Playing here has been an 
amazing learning experience. The families, 
fans, coaches, and players have all made 
life here very special. It’s an experience I 
will cherish.”

Sean Gustin ’16
Date: June 17, 2015
Game: Falmouth Commodores vs. Bourne Braves 
Doran Park in Bourne – home of the Bourne Braves 
and Upper Cape Tech Rams

 Photographer: Mark Kasprzyk
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Stay in touch with Crusader Athletics via social media
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College of the Holy Cross
One College Street
Worcester, Massachusetts 01610

Mary Kate Shea ’84  (Marshfield, Mass.)  Cross Country/Track
“Running cross country, winter, and spring track with my remarkable teammates and coaches was an 
important part of my Holy Cross experience. Together we logged hundreds of miles, competed across the 
country, balanced challenging academics, learned from failures, and celebrated successes. Running made 
us better scholars and better people. As I travel around the world recruiting elite athletes for the Boston 
Marathon, I see directly how running empowers people. I give back so that current scholar-athletes can fully 
embrace the value of their many experiences together before tackling the world feet-first on their own.”

Ryan McGrath ’14  (New York, N.Y.)  Men’s Ice Hockey
“I give because I am incredibly grateful and appreciative of my time as a student-athlete at Holy Cross. 
My experience was transformative and defining, and I know it would not have been possible without the 
generosity of donors who came before me.  I want to do my part to help make these same kinds of 
experiences available to every current and future Crusader. I will always bleed purple and, for me, donating 
is an important way to stay invested on The Hill.”     
 

Sherry Levin ’84  (West Newton, Mass.)  Women’s Basketball
“Collaboration. Family. Community. Heart. Those are the reasons I give to the Crusader Athletics Fund. 
As a member of the women’s basketball program, I was part of a family within the larger Holy Cross 
community. We strove each day to be our best, dedicating ourselves to appreciate the opportunity we 
had, and the heralded tradition of those who came before us. Dedication, discipline and humility per-
meated our daily lives on and off the court. These qualities have not diminished through the years, and I 
support future Holy Cross athletes to strive for excellence.”

Why I Give


