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“This is the fruition of a dream,” says the director of the Office  
of the College Chaplains, Marybeth Kearns-Barrett ’84. 
     She was referring to the opening of the College’s newest  
facility, the Thomas P. Joyce ’59 Contemplative Center. Located 
on a 52-acre site in West Boylston, Mass., the Center is one of 
the major initiatives of the College’s “Become More” campaign 
— and is the first capital project to be completed. Just a  
20-minute drive from Mount St. James, the Center will allow  
expanded and additional retreat and discernment programming 
for students, alumni, faculty, and staff. 
     Retreats and contemplative opportunities have long been one 
of the central elements of the student experience at Holy Cross. 
In particular, The Spiritual Exercises of Ignatius Loyola has been  
a cornerstone in the process of students’ spiritual discernment 
and reflection. Countless retreatants have called the retreat 
“life-changing,” and cited it as one of the most memorable 
weeks of their four years on Mount St. James. But for years, the 
College was forced to secure facilities that were often distant 
from campus, limited in terms of space, or unsuited to the needs 
of the retreat. 
     “We have always wanted a permanent home,” says  
Kearns-Barrett. “A space where the pace of life can be slowed  
in order to allow for the contemplation that can bring  
self-knowledge and wisdom. The Joyce Center marks the  
start of a new era. The College now has its own beautiful facility 
dedicated to prayer and reflection. We are so grateful and  
excited.” 
     “The Contemplative Center is an important statement about 
who we are,” says College President, Philip L. Boroughs, S.J.  
“As a Jesuit and Catholic institution, this striking facility em-
bodies our commitment to becoming contemplatives in action, 
engaging in prayerful discernment, and developing an openness 
to God’s transformative and healing love for us. So formed, we 
can engage the needs of our world with greater compassion and 
justice. I am pleased that this is this first capital project of our 
campaign to be completed as it is so central to our institutional 
mission.” 
     Rev. William R. Campbell, S.J., ’87, the College’s vice  
president for Mission agrees. “This will allow us to better fulfill 
our responsibility to the development of the whole person,”  
he says. “The Contemplative Center will be a sanctuary for Holy 
Cross, a sacred place for renewal — both individually and as a 
community.”
     At a ribbon-cutting ceremony and blessing of the facility on 
Sept. 10, Thomas P. Joyce Jr. ’82, spoke for his entire family.   
     “I want to say how delighted we are to help create this mag-
nificent center for contemplation, for deepening and enriching 
the faith of our Holy Cross community,” he said. “This Center is 
our way of saying thank you in a manner that never seemed  
possible in Dad’s short time on earth.” 
     Going forward, Kearns-Barrett believes that the new building 
will allow the College to offer more vibrant, varied and frequent 
retreats for students, faculty and staff, and the alumni community. 
     “The response we have received from the alumni who have 
participated in our retreats has been tremendous,” according to 
Kearns-Barrett. “We tested out a few alumni retreats over the 
past couple of years and found that while some who attended 
had participated in a retreat as students, for many the alumni 
retreat was their first retreat experience. What they all had in 
common was gratitude for the experience afterward.”
     “There is no one type of person who should go on retreat,” 
she says. “We like to say that our programs, ‘meet you where 

A Place of Stillness and  
Contemplation

 

Greetings,

Welcome to the new issue of Being More, the newsletter of the College’s “Become More” 
campaign. As we move through the mid-point of the most ambitious fundraising initiative in the 
history of Holy Cross, we feel this is an appropriate moment to take stock of our accomplishments 
thus far, look forward to the work we must do to reach our goals, and encourage the entire 
community once again to consider the importance of our mission and what we are attempting  
to achieve. 

As Fr. Boroughs said at the time we launched this effort, our goal is nothing less than “to educate 
the kinds of thoughtful, imaginative, ethical leaders for whom the world hungers. … We genuinely 
believe that Holy Cross is the answer to the very real problems and challenges that await our world.” 

At this point in the “Become More” campaign, we have raised $271.8 million. We have successfully 
built and opened the beautiful Thomas P. Joyce ’59 Contemplative Center, which is already 
providing a new level of opportunities for reflection and discernment by our students and alumni. 
We are ahead of schedule in the renovation and construction of the new Luth Athletic Complex, on 
course to open in Spring 2018. And we continue to make significant progress in funding financial 
aid, new academic initiatives and programs, and the recruitment and support of the best scholar-
teachers in the world. 

Most recently, our 24-hour Challenge, “I Love HC,” was a tremendous success. Our goal — which, 
at the outset, we believed ambitious — was for 4,000 donors in 24 hours. By the end of the 
Challenge, we had received gifts from a record-shattering 6,111 donors, for a total of $1,848,787, 
which includes a $1 million gift from a group of anonymous alumni for surpassing our 4,000-donor 
goal. In the end, we beat the previous record set by a liberal arts college (Colgate in 2013) for this 
kind of participation challenge. (For more information on the results of the “I Love HC” Challenge, 
see page 9.)  

We are transforming our campus and our culture with this campaign. We have achieved momentum 
and a sense of shared purpose. And now is the time to capitalize on this surge. The College’s Board 
of Trustees and senior administration have spent years crafting a vision for the future of Holy 
Cross. We are all responsible for bringing that vision — which is born of our Jesuit history and our 
expertise in the Classical Humanities — into glorious, life-shaping existence. From the beginning, 
our College has been an instrument of transformation across all aspects of the human experience. 
In the 21st century, we desire to be the leader in undergraduate liberal arts education. 

Toward that goal, we will build the third brick-and-mortar initiative of “Become More” — The 
Center for the Arts and Creativity. As you will read in this issue of the newsletter (see page 4 ), this 
world-class architectural jewel will become the center of our campus, launching a new era of Holy 
Cross pedagogy centered around experiential learning and creative thought and action. The new 
Center will bring us national renown and a brand-new segment of potential students that we have 
never before been able to reach. The Center will establish Holy Cross as a premier school in the 
bold new landscape where innovation and creative thought are inculcated through immersion in a 
variety of interdisciplinary artistic projects, programming, and experiences. 

It is an honor to be involved in this campaign. We thank all who have already participated in this 
great undertaking. And we invite the entire Holy Cross community to join us in this ambitious and 
crucial mission to Become More.

FROM THE CAMPAIGN CO-CHAIRS

Anne Schiffmann Fink ’85,P17              Richard Patterson ’80              William Phelan ’73,P04,01,99

Send ideas, thoughts, and comments.  
We want to hear from you. 

Office of Advancement 
College of the Holy Cross
One College Street
Worcester, MA 01610
508-793-3776 
stewardship@holycross.edu
www.holycross.edu/becomemore
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Kenneth F. Happe ‘58

Introducing The Professor Kenneth F. Happe ’58 Theatre
Anonymous gift will memorialize popular professor and mentor

As planning continues on The Center for the Arts and Creativity, the College has 
recently received an anonymous gift of $5 million, to name the Center’s studio 
theatre in honor of the late Kenneth F. “Ken” Happe ’58. 

Happe, an associate professor emeritus in the Classics department, died in 2013.  
A popular and gregarious presence on campus for almost 40 years, Happe instilled 

his passion for theatre in hundreds of students over 
the years. “Ken’s students were his life,” recalled 
Happe’s Classics department colleague, Blaise Nagy. 
“There could never be any doubt in their minds 
that he cared about them deeply, even when he 
challenged them in ways that they had never been 
challenged before. Relationships he formed with his 
students endured beyond Holy Cross, and he kept in 
touch with literally thousands of alumni.”

After graduating from Holy Cross, Happe earned 
his Ph.D. in Classics from Yale. He also spent a year 
studying at the Yale School of Drama. Returning to his 
alma mater in 1966, Happe taught Greek and Latin 

languages and drama, and began directing student productions. As faculty adviser 
to the Alternate College Theatre (ACT), Happe mentored countless students in 
stagecraft. 

Happe was a longtime presence in the New England theatre community, acting, 
directing, and producing classic plays. He also wrote theatre reviews for area 
newspapers and served as longtime drama critic for Worcester Magazine. In the 
late 1970s, Happe co-hosted the WCHC radio show Theater Views, with Bart 
Sher ’81. As an actor, Happe performed in many plays with the Entr’ Actors Guild 
in Worcester. In addition, he belonged to the Worcester branch of the Dickens 
Fellowship and served as past president of the Shakespeare Club of Worcester.

Following his retirement in 2001, Happe traveled the world, attending plays 
in each country he visited and emailing his eloquent and humorous reviews to 
hundreds of friends, colleagues, and former students.

“It is so appropriate that we name the new studio theatre after Ken Happe,” 
said Margaret Freije, Ph.D., vice president and dean of the College. “Ken lived 
and breathed theatre, and he delighted in sharing his passion with his students. 
He was a larger-than-life figure on Mount St. James. I am thrilled that he will be 
memorialized permanently in such a fitting way.”
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THE CASE FOR THE ARTS ON MOUNT ST. JAMES
The new Center for the Arts and Creativity will elevate the arts at 
Holy Cross, bring the brightest artistic minds to our college and 
community, encourage increased participation, and facilitate the 
infusion of creativity across the curriculum. We need your help 
in realizing this historic opportunity, and invite you to support us 
as we lay the groundwork for this pursuit of academic excellence 
and personal growth for our students. Help us embolden the 
College to be a model for the transformative power of a liberal 
arts education where critical thinking, creative imagination,  
discerning faith, and generous service engages the spirit of all 
who pass through our campus. 

Art has the power to ignite the imagination, to transform  
thinking, and to open a window to the world around us. As we 
face the challenges of life in the 21st century, the arts are now, 
more than ever, essential to the liberal arts education we provide 
at the College of the Holy Cross. And so, we must embark on a 
new era in the arts at Holy Cross, with a dedicated center that 
will help us more deeply integrate the arts and creativity into our 
curriculum, fostering the experiential, interdisciplinary, collabora-
tive learning necessary for the leaders of tomorrow. 

In the last four decades, the arts have become an integral part of 
the Holy Cross experience. The arts are vital to an education that 
encourages the development of the whole person: mind, body, 
and spirit, in the context of community. And yet, we lag behind 

our peer schools in arts facilities and programming. Holy Cross 
has never shied away from a competitive challenge. The time  
has arrived to create an Arts Center on par with our overall  
commitment to excellence.

NURTURING IMAGINATION: THE ARTS, THE JESUITS,  
AND THE FUTURE OF PEDAGOGY
As we imagine what might be, and connect the past, present, 
and future, the arts provide a lens through which we can exam-
ine a multitude of topics — ethics and politics, faith and social 
justice, suffering and courage — all the while strengthening our 
commitment to nurture lives seeking purpose through engaging 
the needs of the global community. Reflecting the Jesuit tradi-
tion, we are committed to advancing artistic endeavor as a force 
for addressing the world’s most-pressing concerns and empow-
ering Holy Cross students to instigate positive change in their 
local, national, and global communities.

Whether students pursue the arts as a career, take an art course, 
participate in an ensemble or theatrical production, or attend a 
performance, the arts at Holy Cross foster the power of imagi-
nation, and open students’ minds to new ways of thinking and 
engaging with the world. Through a variety of arts programs at 
Holy Cross — from theatre to dance, music to the visual arts — 
we combine learning and doing in ways that encourage intellec-
tual openness and creative nonconformity in our students. 

Inspiring Creativity: A New Era for the Arts at Holy Cross

“The arts have been a defining component of the human experience across every culture 
in history — and are a core facet of Jesuit tradition. By illuminating and animating our  

understanding of the human condition, the arts celebrate God’s creation and are therefore 
an essential part of Holy Cross’ mission of religious teaching. By cultivating creativity in our 

students, the arts at Holy Cross honor a core tenet of Jesuit spirituality — the power  
of imagination to shape the world in positive ways. Now is the time to bring the arts at 

Holy Cross to the next level.” 

Rev. Philip L. Boroughs, S.J., president, College of the Holy Cross

View from Figge Hall
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As Edward Isser, the chair of our Department of Theatre, says: 
“At Holy Cross, students are engaged in a variety of artistic 
pursuits. They represent an eclectic group from all academic 
disciplines — ranging from the violin-playing Chemistry major to 
the creative writing student doubling in English and Economics 
to the varsity athlete with a passion for theatre. These are honors 
students, self-designed majors, participants in Study Abroad, 
and Fulbright Scholars who also happen to be members of the 
choir, chamber singers, dance ensembles, a cappella groups, 
musicians in the orchestra, and actors in performances. In short, 

these are some of our best and most imaginative students …  
the student artists.”

Further, study of the arts nurtures the development of myri-
ad skills — the ability to challenge, provoke, engage, prob-
lem-solve, communicate, create, and take informed risks — that 
are essential in a 21st-century global economy fueled by change 
and innovation. Engagement with the arts at Holy Cross bridges 
gaps between academic subjects, fostering collaboration be-
tween students and creating intellectual diversity — skills that 
serve students well beyond graduation. 

Today’s leaders in business, nonprofit, and governmental sectors 
increasingly value the creative and innovative thinking that an 
arts education develops. They understand that study of the arts 
provides students with crucial life skills that are fundamental to 
success in the world.

A WORLD-CLASS FACILITY FOR A WORLD-CLASS COLLEGE
While the arts at Holy Cross thrive, our physical spaces for the 
arts on campus lag behind. To remain competitive, and to attract 

As we imagine what might be, and connect the 
past, present, and future, the arts provide a 
lens through which we can examine a multitude 
of topics — ethics and politics, faith and social 
justice, suffering and courage — all the while 
strengthening our commitment to nurture lives 
seeking purpose.

View of Beehive

View of Media Lab
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talented artistic faculty and students, we require facilities that 
match the scope of our vision.

As the arts and creativity at Holy Cross become an ever- 
more-important part of teaching and learning, a dedicated, 
state-of-the-art arts facility is essential to fulfilling  
our mission.

Trustee Neil Prior ’56, through his gift of $25 million — the 
largest gift Holy Cross has received in support of the arts and 
creativity to date — has catalyzed the creation of a new center 
dedicated to the arts, creativity, and the power of imagination. 

The new Center for the Arts and Creativity, to be situated  
between the Hogan Campus Center and Luth Athletic Complex, 
will provide a gateway to the Holy Cross campus — a visible 
space for the arts, accessible to our entire community, Worces-
ter, and the region. Located at the physical heart of campus, the 
new facility will also be the academic heart of campus — a place 
for the boundless exploration of creative expression, innovative 
ideas, and new collaborations across disciplines. It will reflect the 
same high standard of excellence we bring to everything we do 
at Holy Cross. 

Programs like Arts Transcending Borders, a visiting artist-in- 
residence program initially funded by The Andrew W. Mellon 
Foundation, are already infusing the arts into every aspect of  
the Holy Cross experience, but the limitations of our existing 
spaces prevent us from achieving the full potential of this and 
other programs. The new world-class Center for the Arts and 
Creativity will provide us with the spaces necessary to attract 
cutting-edge artists across a range of disciplines to the  
Holy Cross campus, benefitting the student body and deepening 
our already vibrant relationship with the local community,  
creating more opportunities for students to engage with the city 
of Worcester and surrounding areas.

Study of the arts nurtures the development of  
myriad skills — the ability to challenge, provoke,  
engage, problem-solve, communicate, create, 
and take informed risks — that are essential in a 
21st-century global economy fueled by change  
and innovation.

Proscenium view

Gallery view
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Designed by Diller Scofidio + Renfro (DS+R), acclaimed archi-
tects with an international body of work including Lincoln Center 
for the Performing Arts (New York), The Broad (Los Angeles), and 
the Hirshhorn Museum & Sculpture Garden (Washington, D.C.), 
The Center for Arts and Creativity will become the creative  
hub of the Holy Cross campus, providing a shared home for  
the performance and rehearsal programs of two college  
departments: Theatre and Music, along with a new space for  
the Cantor Art Gallery and studios for dance. The new building 
will feature a 400-seat multipurpose theatre, a 200-seat studio 
theatre, practice and production spaces, flexible teaching  
spaces, and the media lab: an adaptable, technology-rich space 
designed to support creative pedagogy and collaborations 
between the arts departments, as well as between the arts and 
other disciplines.

All of these elements are contained within two pairs of walls that 
intersect to form a nine-square grid, forming four “pavilions” 
with a unique courtyard garden in each of the four corners.  
At the center of the grid is the Beehive, an informal space that 
will serve as a creative gathering place for study, performance, 
discussion, and experimentation for students of all backgrounds, 
opening new possibilities for both theoretical and experiential 
learning. The transparency between the pavilions and the  
Beehive knits together spaces for public programs, and produc-
tion and practice, fostering opportunities for interdisciplinary 
collaborations and supporting new types of classroom instruction 
and creative expression. 

The building will anchor the upper part of campus, with students, 
scholars, and visitors threading through the building — which will 
simultaneously serve as a social space, campus common, and a 
center for collaboration and creative exploration.

These new world-class spaces designed by DS+R for the creation 
and exhibition of art will help establish Holy Cross nationally as 
a place for art. An architectural marvel, which will draw national 
attention and recognition, The Center for the Arts and Creativity 
will attract not only artists at the top of their fields to perform 
and teach current students, but it will also help bring the next 
generation of artists to study and train at the College — students 
who previously would not have considered Holy Cross. These 
students are central to our vision of creating a more diverse stu-
dent body, and bringing the best and brightest to our campus.

WILL YOU ANSWER THE CALL?
Support for this new facility has great momentum. We recently 
received a $5-million gift toward the construction of The Center 
for the Arts and Creativity, bringing our fundraising total to  
$37 million of the estimated $92 milllion cost. As we finalize the 
design of the new building and approach raising two-thirds of the 
construction costs, we will need your support to realize this vision-
ary initiative. Just as the Integrated Science Complex advanced 
how we engage the STEM fields, we now have an historic  
opportunity to enrich the experience of the arts and creativity at 
Holy Cross — it is an essential part of our vision for the future. 
These early gifts are a formidable endorsement of our vision 
and capacity for excellence, and our future promise.

The new Center for the Arts and Creativity will  
provide a gateway to the Holy Cross campus —  
a visible space for the arts, accessible to our  
entire community, Worcester, and the region.

Why support the arts? Hear from early investors:
“My bond with Holy Cross was forged by a unique friendship and a shared vision. In the 1980s, my husband 
Bernie and I fortuitously met Fr. Brooks, then President of Holy Cross, and his colleague, Fr. Miller. Bernie’s 
dual passion for collecting and sharing great art — especially the works of Auguste Rodin — found a  
counterpart in their desire for the arts to be a focal point at Holy Cross. Today, as the guardian of my late  
husband’s legacy, I am gratified and inspired to know that the Iris and B. Gerald Cantor Art Gallery has  
become an integral part of campus life. I’m proud to support Holy Cross in its exciting new endeavor to  
‘Become More,’ in the arts and across its enterprise. Holy Cross, your future is bright!” 
Iris Cantor H03

“As the son of one of Worcester’s finest musicians, the love of music was implanted in me at an early age. 
Playing the piano and singing are still among the joys of my life — I still love singing in the church choir.  
In addition to my mother’s great influence, I was also fortunate to have been a four-year member of the Holy 
Cross Glee Club, which fostered my love of choral singing. In my opinion, Music is one of the Great Humanities 
— and should be an integral part of any Ratio Studiorum. With the current American obsession for athletics in 
any form, I’m afraid there is a far greater sense of the value, and desirability, for a winning quarterback than 
for a grand piano. Therefore, I have chosen ‘The road less traveled’ for my gift to the College.”
Daniel J. Wellehan ‘55, P88 

“My father graduated from Holy Cross in 1923. He was an inspiration for my own experience studying  
music, theatre, and the fine arts at Holy Cross in the 1950s. Holy Cross and its professors offer students an 
extraordinary education — I believe there is none finer in the United States. My hope is that this gift creates 
a visible and integrated way for all Holy Cross students to experience the arts during their four years here.” 
Cornelius B. “Neil” Prior Jr. ’56

“In Puerto Rico, we have great institutions we help as a family, such as Museo de Arte de Ponce, Centro  
Sor Isolina Ferré, and Universidad del Sagrado Corazón. I was lucky to be given the opportunity to get an 
extraordinary education at Holy Cross. Getting involved in this Campaign — especially in the new Arts Center 
— joins two great passions for me: education and the arts. I hope it will truly enhance the experience of the 
liberal arts at Holy Cross.” 
María Eugenia Ferré Rangel ’89
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What she did at Holy Cross 
“I majored in Classics and spent my junior year at Trinity College in Dublin.  
My major exposed me to academic discipline and a love of learning, two  
hallmarks of a Holy Cross education. My year abroad exposed me to learning 
through experiences. What is still most valuable to me is the time spent  
developing lifelong friendships.”

What she does now 
“Right now I’m having a great time enjoying family and friends, savoring  
favorite activities and exploring new interests. This past year, I brought to  

Giving Well
A selection of inspiring stories from donors who share their approaches to giving to Holy Cross

Constance Eagan ’81 

Grew up in …  
Wellesley, Massachusetts

Currently resides in …   
New York City

Holy Cross family  
Father: William ’49; Uncles: Richard ’50 
and Robert ’57; Siblings: Mary Ellen ’75, 
Bill ’77, Chris ’80, Gail ’87; In-Law: Ann 
’87; Nieces: Caroline ’16, Catherine ’20; 
Cousins: Michael ’77, Tom ’82, John ’66.

conclusion a 35-year career in the financial services industry. I continue to  
embrace the Jesuit directive of ‘men and women for and with others’ as I develop 
the next phase of my professional life.”

How Holy Cross affected her life 
“My education instilled in me a lifelong love of learning and continuous  
challenge to do more and better. The Holy Cross community has provided 
valuable professional support and mentoring throughout my career. I have also 
had wonderful opportunities to engage with Holy Cross by working with my 
class, participating on the New York Leadership Council, serving on the Board 
of Trustees, and joining Care 2 Communities, an organization founded by  
an alumna.”

Memorable Holy Cross professors  
“My Classics professors brought a love of their subjects to the classroom in a 
colorful and challenging manner.” 

How she focuses her Holy Cross philanthropy and why   
“I support the Holy Cross Fund because its drives a strong culture of giving  
participation. Financial aid is also a focus because I continue to believe that 
ensuring students have access to Holy Cross, regardless of their ability to pay,  
is critical to our mission. I am very excited about the College’s initiatives to  
enhance the arts on campus. The Class of 1981 Arts Venture Fund provides  
supplemental funding for students engaging in the performing, literary, media  
or visual arts.” 

What he did at Holy Cross 
“I majored in Economics, studied theory and accounting, and earned many 
credits in Philosophy. Outside of my classes, I was part of the BJF Debate Team. 
I also sang baritone with the Glee Club, which was directed by Professor  
Frederick S. Mirliani ’32, who was a wonderful musician. At graduation,  
I was, as F. Scott Fitzgerald describes, ‘that most limited of all specialists, the 
well-rounded man,’ not pointing to any particular career, but with a wonderful 
education that would guide me throughout my life.”

Dan Wellehan ’55, P88 

Grew up in …  
Lewiston, Maine

Currently resides in …   
Yarmouth, Maine, and Naples, Florida

Holy Cross family  
Uncles: Walter 1919, Jim 1912; Brother: 
James ’60; Daughter: Mary ’88. 
 

What she did at Holy Cross 
“I was a double major in Classics and Mathematics and was also part of the 
Honors Program. Aside from studying, I wrote for The Crusader, participated in 
S.P.U.D. as a Big Sister, and tutored math.”

What she does now 
“I am a corporate lawyer who has practiced for the last 31 years at Shearman & 
Sterling LLP. Currently, I am head of the Finance Group at Shearman and  
represent financial institutions in connection with leveraged loans. I am also 

Maura O’Sullivan ’82 

Grew up in …  
Bronxville, New York

Currently resides in …   
Bronxville, New York

Family  
Daughter, Siobhan O’Sullivan D’Angelo

actively involved at The Ursuline School, an all-girl Catholic school in New  
Rochelle, NY, for grades 6-12, which both my daughter and I attended.”

How Holy Cross affected her life 
The rigorous academic training helped me become a critical, out-of-the-box, 
analytical thinker. More importantly, the Jesuit philosophy taught me the  
importance of giving back to the community and helping others. The values  
that Holy Cross helped instill in all of us cemented lifelong friendships.”

Memorable Holy Cross professors 
“The Holy Cross community is blessed to have a number of memorable  
professors. Two who stand out are Professor Hamilton (Classics) and Professor 
Callahan (English/literature). Fr. Hamilton made Ancient Greek fun with his 
quick wit and creative mind. Prof. Callahan was so knowledgeable and pushed 
us hard to understand and analyze the context and meaning of the books  
we studied.” 

How she is involved with Holy Cross today and where she focuses her 
Holy Cross philanthropy    
“I have focused on the Holy Cross Fund. I went to Holy Cross on a full-tuition 
scholarship (the Rev. Henry Bean, S.J., Scholarship, given to two Classics majors 
every year). Since I owe much of who I am today to Holy Cross, I want to  
help others receive the financial support they need. I am co-chair of my 35th 
Reunion. As part of the reunion effort, I am supporting scholarships to be given 
to deserving students.” 

What he does now 
“Upon graduation, I served in the Navy for four years, stationed in Norfolk, 
Virginia. I then entered a family footwear business. I’m now retired, but I still 
enjoy singing very much with church choirs in Yarmouth, Maine, and Naples, 
Florida. I also enjoy watercolor painting, and my wife, Lise, and I take classes  
at a museum in Naples.”  

How Holy Cross affected his life 
“Growing up in a small town, going to college in a city in Massachusetts in  
1951 was a big deal. I met students from all over the world at Holy Cross. It was 
a broadening social experience and a very fulfilling academic experience.” 

Memorable Holy Cross professors   
“Fr. Bean, professor of Latin and English, had one of the keenest minds I had 
ever encountered. He had a unique way of commanding your attention, and  
was a master of memory training. He became my advisor for my senior thesis.  
Fr. Higgins in the History department taught medieval history and contemporary 
European history. He always had anecdotes to add, which kept our attention.”

How he focuses his Holy Cross philanthropy  
“Today, I give to Holy Cross because Holy Cross gave me an awful lot. It is nice 
to be able to give back, especially during this campaign. Music was a big part  
of my life when I was a student, and that’s where I’ve elected to direct my 
philanthropy.”
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When David Varnerin came back to Mount St. 
James in June 1992 for his 25th reunion, it 
was the first time he had returned to Holy 
Cross since his graduation. He remembers the 
moment vividly.

“I recall looking around campus,” Vernerin 
says, “and seeing how beautiful everything 
was and how much the College had pro-
gressed since my student days. I hadn’t made 
a will at that time, but I knew I wanted to 
leave my money to charity. And looking back, 
I just realized in that moment all the positive 
things that had happened in my life because 
of the College.”

Those positive things include a career spent 
in the banking industry, a passion for travel, 
and a vision of service and generosity. 

“It all goes back to the Jesuits,” Varnerin says. 
“I came from Watertown, Mass., and went to 
Boston College High School. From there, the 
Jesuits tended to send their students on to 
BC or Holy Cross. I ended up in Worcester.” 

It was on the Hill that Varnerin found his 
calling. 

“I had considered studying Chemistry,” he 
explains, “but then I took an Economics 
course with Professor Petrella. He was an 
excellent teacher. Extremely helpful. But I had 
many fine teachers. Ted Loew, my German 
professor. And John Biros, my Philosophy 
professor. I stayed in touch with John for 
years. We used to visit each other. That was 
my Holy Cross experience. First-rate teachers 
who truly cared about the wellbeing and the 
future of their students.”

After Holy Cross, Varnerin enrolled in the 
business program at Columbia. “It was a 
two-year program,” he says. “But you have to 
remember that this was during the height of 
the Vietnam war. And in 1968, they canceled 
all student deferments. So after my first year, I 
had to take a year off and serve in the Army 
Reserve. I went back and completed my MBA 
in 1970.”

His first job took him to the Chicago area, 
where he has remained a resident ever since. 

“I worked with several finance firms, Harris 
Bank, and Bank of Montreal,” Varnerin says.  
“I enjoyed the work very much, but I’m happy 
to report that I have also enjoyed retirement 
for the last 10 years.” 

Varnerin says he has no trouble keeping 
himself busy. And given his Jesuit education, 
it’s no surprise he continues to volunteer. 

“Each tax season, I volunteer to do tax prepa-
ration with a group that focuses on lower-in-
come taxpayers, to qualify for the earned 
income tax credit,” he says. “I have to get 
recertified every year. The complexity of the 
tax code is ridiculous. But I love to do the 
work.”

As to what he would like to see his planned 
gift achieve, Varnerin says he hopes to  
support the traditional educational mission  
of Holy Cross.

“I want to further the central educational 
goals of the College,” he says. “I hope to 
fund various academic departments, to 
improve the curriculum. Holy Cross is  
dedicated to the fundamentals of undergrad-
uate education, which the College does 
extremely well — between the Jesuit tradition 
and the commitment to the liberal arts. I want 
us to continue to strive for excellence. We did 
such a fine job creating the Integrated  
Science Complex. I want to see the College 
continue in this tradition.”  

“I Saw All the Positive Things”
For David Varnerin ’67, giving back is a way of life

“That was my Holy Cross  
experience. First-rate  
teachers who truly cared 
about the wellbeing and the 
future of their students.”

“I Love HC” 24-hour Challenge
As part of our donor participation strategy this year, we launched a 24-hour 
giving challenge on Valentine’s Day. Our goal was to secure 4,000 donors 
during that time period. If we succeeded, a small group of donors would  
give $1 million to Holy Cross. 

We are so pleased to report that the event was a huge success!  
The Community loves this college!

Our results:

6,111 
donors

$1,848,787 
donated

Donations from all 

50 states 49.4% 
current senior class participation

2017 
was the top class,  
with 313 donors

61% 
of alumni donors  

were from the 90s-10s  
decades

249 
alumni, parents, and friends  
signed up to volunteer for  

this effort as advocates

2,320 
donors gave to athletics,  

and 100% of senior  
student-athletes gave!
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What would you like recipients of the Mary P. Mooney Scholarship 
to know about your mother, the namesake of their scholarship?
My mother had courage. She was always willing to take chances and 
was never afraid to try something new. It was a big move to for her to 
be CEO of my father’s company in 1950, which he founded in 1935. 
She rose to that and every occasion. She was always ahead of her time.

When my father died, we knew it would be about four years until I 
could take over the company. I had two years left at Holy Cross and we 
had previously agreed that I would spend two years in the Navy after 
graduation. As a result, my mother had to play a major role in the com-
pany. It wasn’t common for a woman to take over a company, but she 
had the gravitas and the respect of many people to do it. Fortunately, 
for years before my father’s death, she had already established great 
relationships with principals of many companies, and she had known 
them and their wives for years. 

For four years, 1950-1954, there were a lot of phone calls between 
Worcester and Fall River! We would strategize about what to do with 
the accounts and other business dealings, and how to go forward. 

My mother totally understood the juggling act that goes with man-
aging a private company. And she was very good at it. 

She was able to run the business, without any formal business 
training?
My mother was no shrinking violet. She was always immaculately 
dressed and she drove up in a Cadillac. She carried the gravitas with 
her everywhere she went. She was in command. 

She had it all, no question about it. She was a pretty glamorous 
woman; she wore it well. She was a grande dame.

She was a good judge of character, a real people-person who knew 
how to deal with all types of people. She built these matter-of-fact re-
lationships. She was on a first-name basis with the presidents of banks 
and suppliers. She was also smart enough to always be part of the 
backroom negotiations. 

She was good at building trust with people. At that time, business 
was a world built on relationships and trustworthy connections. 

Did you continue to work together?
When I got out of the Navy in 1954, I joined my mother on-site. I was 
made president of the company. We were two peas in a pod, when 
it came to business. We were a team. We complemented each other. 
We were able to synchronize our thoughts about what to do about 
the company and how to manage every aspect. Our biggest accounts 
were with Anheuser Busch, LLC, Schaefer Brewing Company, and 
Schenley Distillery Corporation. She knew all the players. She made 
sure she knew them all.

My mother stayed on as treasurer for many years; she was in charge 
of the money. In a small company, the treasurer is as important as the 

president. She signed the checks, she dealt one-on-one with the banks 
and the credit officers. 

The best part was, over all those years, she never showed fear or 
anger. My mother was very good at her job. People would comment, 
“We don’t have to worry, Mary’s in charge.” 

What was Holy Cross like when you were a student?
The most significant aspect about Holy Cross is that the Jesuits and 
professors gave you a moral compass and a foundation for dealing 
with life. Holy Cross was strict then, and, as students, we played by the 
rules. My mother was an integral part of that education at Holy Cross. 

Having that moral compass also gave me tremendous support to 
get through those two years — my junior and senior years — after my 
father died, and while my mother and I were running the company.  
You never lose that moral compass.

Why is it important to you to support scholarships at Holy Cross?
A scholarship allows qualified young people who do not have the 
finances to get a Holy Cross education. The Mary P. Mooney Scholarship 
is a tribute to my mother and can give them that opportunity.

Gravitas: Mary P. Mooney
A Q&A with James F. Mooney Jr. ’52, P90

Family businesses often rely on the next generation to take over. But for the 
Mooney family, that transition came too soon. When James F. Mooney, founder 
of Mooney & Company, Inc., a wholesaler of liquors, wines and malt beverages, 
passed away in 1950, his son James Jr. ’52 (Jim), was only halfway through 
his four years at Holy Cross. Following graduation, the plan was for Jim to then 
spend two years in the Navy. It would be four years until the younger Mooney 
could physically step in as president of the company. To bridge the gap, James’ 
wife, Mary, stepped in to fill his shoes. 

Mary P. Mooney’s gutsy legacy will now be remembered by scores of  
new Holy Cross students, as Jim ’52 has recently established a scholarship in 
her memory. 

For decades, Holy Cross has benefitted from the extraordinary generosity of 
the Mooney family. That not only includes Jim ’52 and his wife, Joan, but their 
son, Holy Cross trustee James F. Mooney III ’90, and his wife, Lisa. In 2005, 
father and son created a scholarship in honor of their wife and mother, Joan. 
And both generations of Mooneys have served on campaign committees over the 
years, supporting the College and promoting the spirit of Holy Cross.

Top: The Mooney family in the 1940s, taken at their summer home on Cape 
Cod, in Falmouth, Massachusetts. From left to right: Jim ‘52, older sisters Patricia 
(standing) and Mary Lou (sitting), James F. Mooney, and Mary P. Mooney. 

Bottom: Jim Mooney, III ’90, his son James IV, and Jim Mooney, Jr. ’52 at the  
annual Legacy Luncheon during Winter Homecoming 2014. Jim, III was  
the event’s guest speaker.
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