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AD’s Corner
Hello Friends:

I am delighted to open the fall issue of Crusader Nation with the news 
that the Graduation Success Rate Report published by the NCAA ranks 
Holy Cross among the best colleges and universities in the nation once 
again. The Crusaders’ overall Graduation Success Rate of 97 percent 
for all student-athletes tied for the 17th best mark in the country out of 
351 Division I schools. Fifteen of Holy Cross’ athletic teams achieved a 

perfect 100 percent graduation rate. Twenty-three of our 
27 teams posted a cumulative GPA of 3.0 or higher 

and 300 of our student-athletes won a place on the 
Patriot League Academic Honor Roll. This marks 
the 10th straight year in which Holy Cross has 
posted a Graduation Success Rate of at least 97 
percent — a remarkable achievement. 

This is a great way to start the year. As I write, 
fall sports are in full swing and we have now 

made our way into Patriot League play. Football 
is off to a solid start with significant wins against 

Bucknell and New Hampshire. Both hockey pro-
grams will play their first home contests in the first 

weeks of October and our basketball teams will be right 
behind them with their first games of the new season. It will definitely 
be an exciting autumn on Mount St. James!  

I would like to take this opportunity to also update you briefly on the 
Luth Athletic Complex, which is in the final stages of construction. 
The new Sports Performance Center, 10 new varsity locker rooms,  
the auditorium, office space for the basketball programs, and the 
Athletics Administration Suite opened in August in time to welcome 
back our student-athletes. The new Blaney Gymnasium opened 
ahead of schedule in September to host basketball and volleyball 
workouts for all three of our teams. The Indoor Practice Facility will 
open ahead of schedule for the first week of October, plenty of time 
ahead of winter weather. More areas of the building coming online 
each day are making a significant difference for our student-athletes’ 
development and overall experience. We anticipate a formal  
dedication of the new complex this spring. 

The Annual Athletics Report will be available online first to Crusader 
Athletic Fund supporters and then to the general public this month. 
The Annual Report is an important snapshot of our program and 
team achievements over the last year and is also a reminder about 
the vital impact our CAF supporters have on our student-athletes and 
our athletics program. I’m pleased to report that for the second year 
in a row, we matched our highest finish ever in the Patriot League 
President’s Cup standings! 

Finally, I want to reiterate that our student-athletes would not be able 
to experience these new levels of success in competition, in the class-
room, and in the community without your support.  Thank you very 
much for all that you do for Holy Cross and for our student-athletes.

Go ’Saders!

 
Nathan Pine
Director of Athletics 
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Coach’s Game Plan

A Long Time Coming: 
Women’s Ice Hockey 

to Join Hockey East

After almost two decades at the helm, Coach Peter Van Buskirk takes 
the women’s ice hockey team into Division I  •  By Gregory Barlow

fter six conference titles, numerous
individual accolades, 12 championship 
appearances and historic fundraising 
efforts, the Crusaders will become the 
10th member of Women’s Hockey East 
— a Division I league that complements 
the rich heritage and legacy the pro-
gram has cultivated on the ice. 

“Because of the work of the Athletics 
Department, with the support of the Holy 

Cross administration, we got the financial 
support to meet the demands of Hockey 
East membership, which included a full 
coaching staff, an operations person, 
facility updates, and financial upgrades for 
recruiting, so it’s a big step up,” said coach 
Peter Van Buskirk, who will be entering his 
18th year at the helm of the program.

There is nowhere Van Buskirk would 
rather be. Not only is Hockey East ideal 

for Holy Cross’ geographical location, 
but it also features some of the nation’s 
top programs. The Crusaders can now 
call programs like Boston University, a 
team that appeared in two NCAA title 
games, their league rivals. 

“We’ve been supported very well since 
the beginning,” Van Buskirk said. “Our 
administration did a terrific job of get-
ting us into the league that fits us best 
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geographically. I think it’s 
a big win for both Hockey 
East and our program. It’s 
a prestigious league with 
outstanding academic insti-
tutions.”

Moving up in the ranks to 
Division I status is a com-
plete cultural shift. With 18 
scholarships, a larger coach-
ing staff, and a 34-game 
slate, Holy Cross has a much 
better shot of landing the 
nation’s top recruits. The 
Crusaders will finally have 
the opportunity to battle 
for a national title, but for 
now, Van Buskirk will focus 
primarily on preparing his 
squad to play at the next 
level.

The 2018-2019 season 
will be Holy Cross’ inau-
gural year competing in 
Hockey East. Until then, 
the upcoming season will 
allow the team to work up 
its speed of play to match 
its future competition, de-
velop its returning skaters 
and recruit student-ath-
letes to build depth within 
the roster. 

“I think we will be a com-
petitive team, but we need 
a few years,” said Van 
Buskirk. “We have a year 
to transition, so we have to 
add and improve that type 
of skill and depth of our 
team, which will get done 
by recruiting. We are also 
going to get more interest 
from student-athletes who 
want to play at the highest 
level.”

Holy Cross will get a taste 
of what it takes to play in 
Hockey East in 2017. The 
Crusaders will continue 
to hit the ice hard, facing 
eight Division I opponents 
throughout the season. By 
the end of the year, the Cru-
saders will have competed 
in 32 games, compared with 
the usual 27 contests.

“This move is pivotal for the 
College in terms of poten-
tial growth for the women’s 
hockey team,” said three-
time AHCA Division III  
All-American and ECAC East 
Player of the Year selection 
Stacey Hochkins ’12, who 
was named Crusader of 
the Year when she gradu-
ated. “Hockey East is one 
of the premier leagues to 
play in. The acceptance of 
Holy Cross into Hockey East 
signifies the caliber of the 
College. Holy Cross offers 
a top-notch education and, 
now, an opportunity to com-
pete at the highest level in 
the sport.”

Over the past 15 seasons, 
Holy Cross has held an 
impressive .685 winning 
percentage (259-112-26) 
while playing in the ECAC 
East/New England Hockey 
Conference (NEHC) — a 
hodgepodge of Division I, 
II and III teams classified as 
a Division III league. During 
this span, the program saw 
13 winning seasons, six 
titles, two of its captains — 
Hochkins and Kara Violette 
‘18 — earn conference 
Player of the Year honors, 
and Van Buskirk pick up a 
conference Coach of the 
Year accolade. 

“This is going to be a much 
more challenging type of 
competition, but I think it’s 
certainly the right spot for 
us — it puts us where all 
the other sports are at Holy 
Cross,” said Van Buskirk. 

Violette, the team’s cur-
rent leader in career points 
(93), will return to the roster 
this winter as a senior and 
second-year team captain. 
Although she will graduate 
before Holy Cross’ Hockey 
East era officially begins, 
she agrees the school chose 
a good time to make the 
move.

“It has been a long time 
coming, but I think the tim-
ing was perfect,” said the 
Greene, Maine, native and 
2017 first team all-confer-
ence selection. “I believe 
the program is stronger 
than ever, and with a great 
atmosphere athletically and 
academically, the program 
will thrive.”

In 2005, Van Buskirk and the 
Crusaders pushed to be-
come Division I, aiming to 
fill a spot within the ECAC, 
one of just five Division I 
women’s hockey leagues in 
the country. However, Holy 
Cross had not yet received 
its financial upgrade to 
support the demands of 
the league at the time, and 
both the Quinnipiac men’s 
and women’s programs 
made the move to the 
ECAC together that year to 
satisfy the vacancy. 

“We were part of the group 
being considered to fill that 
open position in the ECAC, 
but we weren’t ready to 
make some of the changes 
that needed to be made for 
us to be able to get admit-

ted,” Van Buskirk recalled.

Holy Cross has gone 46-8 
over the past two seasons 
and is in a much better 
position than it was over a 
decade ago, when the team 
went 12-14-1 in 2005. 

Fast forward to 2016, and 
the monetary investments 
that the College has made 
have also enabled the 
program to make the move. 
With the investments in 
the Hart Center at the Luth 
Athletic Complex came 
locker rooms for the women 
and numerous additional 
upgrades that will ben-
efit the program, including 
much improved strength 
and conditioning and train-
ing facilities. The generous 
support of donors to the 
Become More Campaign 
and the annual support of 
alumni, parents, and friends 
through the Crusader Ath-
letics Fund has made much 
of this possible. 

Because of donor sup-
port for the program, Van 
Buskirk was able to hire 
associate head coach Katie 
Lachapelle, who joined the 
Crusaders after spending 
nine seasons as an assistant 
coach at perennial national 
power Boston University.

As his team prepares to 
share the ice with its future 
Hockey East opponents, 
Van Buskirk, who was also 
the Holy Cross men’s coach 
for nearly 10 seasons, will 
not forget what it took for 
the program to get here. 
“We wouldn’t have been 
here without the success of 
previous student-athletes, 
which put us in a really high 
position at the Division III 
level of play,” Van Buskirk 
said. “We’re there, and now 
we’re down to work.”

Greg Barlow is a Media 
Relations Assistant.

Women’s ice hockey celebrates a goal in its 2-1 win over 
Norwich on February 4, 2017.
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Paying it Forward

 Katie Donnelly ’09 was 
given the Coxswain 
Award in 2009 in 
recognition of out-

standing leadership and 
support of her teammates. 
She was the coxswain in 
the varsity eight boat that 
achieved success that year 
at the Head of the Charles 
Regatta and Henley 
Regattas. An outstanding 
coxswain, Donnelly left 
an even greater legacy as 
the founder of the first-
ever Benching for Breast 
Cancer event held at Holy 
Cross,  an effort which has 
become an annual one on 
campus. Donnelly had no 
idea at the time that she 
was creating something 
that would still be around 
10 years later. “I remember 
being really worried that 
no one would show up!” 
says Donnelly. “I didn’t 
know if the event would 
ever happen again.”

As Holy Cross organizers 
plan for year 10 of Bench-

ing for Breast Cancer on 
December 8, Donnelly 
reflects on her experience 
creating the event. She 
remembers that “it was 
really encouraging and 
heartwarming to know that 
people wanted to con-
tribute to a larger cause.” 
The event aims to make a 
positive impact for those 
affected by the disease. All 
of the proceeds go to Pink 
Revolution, a Worcester-
based breast cancer 
alliance of dedicated 
individuals with a unified 
commitment to those who 
have been affected by 
breast cancer.

Donnelly says that it is 
incredible to see the event 
continue to attract more 
participants. She explains 
that subsequent organizers 
have “continued to elevate 
it and have created some 
beautiful ways to honor 
breast cancer survivors and 
families of women who 
have died.”

Jeff Oliver, the head 
strength and condition-
ing coach at Holy Cross, 
assisted in the creation 
of Benching for Breast 
Cancer. “He has been an 
amazing supporter of the 
event and is instrumental 
in ensuring that it is a big-
ger success every year,” 
credits Donnelly.

As Holy Cross counts 
down the days until the 
10th anniversary of the 
event, Donnelly explains 
how meaningful it is to 
her that the effort contin-
ues to resonate with the 
Holy Cross and Worcester 
communities. “The fact 
that Benching has become 
such a staple in the com-
munity really speaks to 
the spirit of the College,” 

says Donnelly. “Everyone 
at Holy Cross truly lives 
as men and women for 
others.”

Thanks to Donnelly’s initia-
tive, the community has an 
event that touches many 
people and supports an 
important cause. Don-
nelly’s grandmother died 
of breast cancer when 
she was five years old, so 
the effort has a personal 
resonance for her as well. 
Just as she has come back 
to campus many times 
through the years for the 
event, Donnelly plans to 
be present for the very 
special 10th anniversary 
this December.

By Andrew Rumney, 
student intern

Katie Donnelly ’09
Women’s Rowing Alumna

Donnelly with Benching for Breast Cancer participants 
and Strength and Conditioning Coach Jeff Oliver.
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Eric Dixon ’18 
Men’s Soccer

Eric Dixon (San Diego, Calif.), a senior 
forward on the men’s soccer team, has 
used his time at Holy Cross to develop 
as an athlete, student and leader. 
Dixon credits his personal growth 
and development at the College to a    
combination of experiences—on the 
field and in and beyond the classroom.

Q What is most important to you 
about being a student-athlete at 
Holy Cross?

A It has always been about con-
tinuing to play the sport I love, while 
proudly representing Holy Cross.  I 
have really enjoyed my experience at 
Holy Cross. It’s been a great place for 
me. I have really grown up between 
freshman and senior year.

Q Do you have a favorite memory 
as a member of the soccer team?

A Last year during preseason, I 
asked Coach [Marco Koolman] if I could 
invite the team go to my grandmother’s 
lake house. He said yes, and we took 
the	team	there.	It	was	the	perfect	team-
building opportunity. It was a great way 
to bring the freshmen into the program 
and really become a part of the Holy 
Cross family.

Q You participate in different 
leadership development initiatives 
at Holy Cross. You were recently 
at Leaders’ Circle. Can you briefly 
explain this and what you hope to 
get out of it?

A The	program	is	designed	to	help	
us develop and become better lead-
ers. Each class breaks up into groups, 

and this year, the seniors stressed goal 
setting for ourselves and for our teams. 
This	was	great	for	me	because	I	have	
always	set	goals	for	myself.	Through	
the program, we learned more about 
the statistics behind goal setting and 
the impact it can have. It has been very 
valuable.

Q As a senior, how has the leader-
ship development model in Leaders’ 
Circle compared to the leadership 
development model as an under-
classman?

A The	speakers	that	were	brought	
in this year are some of the most 
successful people in their respective 
fields.	As	I	listened	to	them	talk	about	
their process and goal setting, their 
messages became that much more 
powerful. I was impressed with hav-
ing such successful examples, and it 
resonated with me.

Q Why did you choose to join the 
Student-Athlete Advisory Commit-
tee (SAAC)?

A SAAC	gives	student-athletes	a	
voice. Holy Cross is much different than 
other schools when it comes to Division 
I	athletes.	There	are	extremely	high	
academic	expectations.	SAAC	is	a	set-
ting where athletes can come together 

to discuss some of the issues we face 
as	student-athletes,	and	then	work	to-
gether towards implementing change. 
These	conversations	ultimately	improve	
the	student-athlete	experience.

Q On SAAC, you are part of the 
community relations subcommittee. 
What is a SAAC-led initiative that 
you are passionate about?

A Our most recent initiative is to 
raise money for hurricane relief ef-
forts. I’m personally passionate about 
this because of the fact that so many 
peoples’ homes were destroyed. If I 
were in their shoes and no longer had 
a home, I would hope that schools and 
different organizations would do what 
they could to help. It is something I am 
really proud of.

Q As a political science major, 
what are your career aspirations?

A I want to be in the FBI. My father 
and his father were both in the military. 
Unfortunately, I have asthma, which is 
a	disqualification.	I	want	to	go	into	a	
career where I can make a real differ-
ence, and I think going into the FBI is 
the best way for me to do that.

By Moira Sweeney, Assoc. Dir. of 
Athletics Media Relations

Student spotlight



Steve Napoli
Head Coach, Men’s Golf

Infiniti Thomas-Waheed ’18
Women’s Basketball

Steve was announced as the new head coach and Director of 
Golf in May 2017. He comes to Holy Cross after serving most 
recently as Director of Golf at the Liberty National Golf Club in 
Jersey City, N.J.
 

Napoli was inducted into the New England PGA Hall of Fame in 
2013 and was named the New England PGA Junior Golf Leader 
in 2010.

 In 2003, he was named the recipient of the PGA of America Bill 
Strausbaugh Award.

Steve first swung a golf club when he was 7.  He missed the 
ball, but hit his brother, who was standing nearby.

He graduated from the University of Rhode Island in 1977.

His most memorable round of golf was the first time he played 
at Augusta National, the site of the Masters.

Golf Digest named him the top teacher in Rhode Island in 
2007.

 

He has played golf with a long list of past and current PGA 
Tour stars.

Napoli has very little familiarity with celebrities. He was once 
invited to lunch in New York City with Cindy Crawford, but 
declined because he didn’t know who she was.

He loves all sports but basketball and hockey are his favorites.

Steve and his wife, Mary Ann, have been married for 34 years 
and have two children, Stephen Jr. and Sarah.

Thomas-Waheed led the Crusaders with 13.9 points per game 
during the 2016-17 season and ranked second on the squad 
with 5.6 rebounds per outing. As a sophomore, she was 
named to the Patriot League All-Defensive Team and was a 
Second Team All-Patriot League selection.

Infiniti was born and raised in Niagara Falls, N.Y., but in high 
school moved to Newton, Mass., and played for head coach 
Linda Martindale at Newton North High School.

Basketball runs in her family. Infiniti’s father, Akbar, is an as-
sistant basketball coach at Georgetown and has spent time 
working as an NBA scout.

Thomas-Waheed practiced dance for 12 years, and as a 
child, rebelled against basketball, preferring the stage.

She did not start playing basketball until freshman year of 
high school.

Thomas-Waheed also played volleyball in high school, where 
she led her team to the state championship three years in    
a row.

The 5-foot-10 guard has a 6-foot, 3-inch wingspan.

Her dream job is to be a fashion designer in New York City 
or Boston.

She shares her mother’s love of fashion. Her mother, Nicole, 
was a model.

Thomas-Waheed has two brothers, Akbar and Jahlil.

If she could go anywhere in the world, she would head to a 
beach in Thailand.
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From left: 
Maire Burschinger ’20 
Alex Held ’19 
Richard Barkauskas ’19 
Jackie Brewster ’19
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While their summers may tick some of 
those boxes, Crusaders have long had 
the habit of maximizing the warmer 
months. Crusader Nation caught up 
with four student-athletes who com-
bined internships, travel, academics, 
and their sports with more traditional 
summer fare.

In the thick of it
Rich Barkauskas ’19 got the politics 
bug early — very early. The junior 
lacrosse player says one of his first 

memories is traveling neighborhoods in 
his native New Jersey with his mother 
as she handed out fliers and interacted 
with potential voters. Mind, Barkauskas 
was in a stroller in this memory, and the 
candidate his mother was stumping for 
was his grandfather, the longest-serv-
ing board of education member in New 
Jersey history. Still, an impression was 
made, and that impression has lasted.

“I saw my grandfather as a hero,” he 
said, “and I knew I wanted to be able to 
do that.”

Student-athletes make the 
most of their summer 
away from Worcester 

By Chris Edmonds ’04

                 Summertime: no school, 
no studies, no stress, just a time for kicking back and having fun, 
right? Not quite. Around here, “offseason” is a relative term.
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This summer, Barkauskas got a shot at 
the big time: an internship in the Office 
of Presidential Advance at the White 
House. The office’s role, according to 
the White House, is to “plan, organize, 
and execute Presidential events around 
the country and around the world.”

Barkauskas was assigned to the of-
fice based on his skills and the office’s 
needs. The match worked out for the 
Holy Cross junior “not just because 
the people there are so hardworking, 
dedicated, and smart,” he said, “but 
also because that office interacts with 
every other department in the building 
at some level.”

The internship opened Barkauskas’ eyes 
to the complexity of orchestrating the 
president’s activities: “I never knew what 
went into it. I just thought the president 
flew around on Air Force One.”

And, while no day may have been 
quite like another, one in particular 
stands out. Barkauskas was present for 
Supreme Court Justice Neil Gorsuch’s 
robing ceremony, a solemn occasion 
witnessed by few and not recorded by 
the media. 

“There are no cameras allowed, no 
pictures of any robing ceremony in his-
tory,” he said. “It’s just a closed room 
with a couple hundred people, and I got 
to be one of them. It was amazing, and I 
will never forget it.”

He also won’t forget keeping up his 
fitness for lacrosse, even if that meant 
hours of playing against himself. “I had 
hours of alone time with a brick wall at 
American University,” Barkauskas said. 
“It’s lonely, but every lacrosse player 
learns to love the wall, and Coach Lat-
timore makes sure you definitely learn 
to love the wall.”

That was a price worth paying for an 
internship that was in no small way a 
dream come true.

“I’ve been dreaming of working in the 
White House ever since I can remem-
ber,” said the political science major. “I 
knew that building was always some-
where I wanted to work, and I’ve been 
preparing to work there for years.”

Holy Cross played — and will continue 
to play — a major role in that prepara-
tion. He’s back in D.C. this fall with the 
Washington Semester Program. He’ll 
intern with New Jersey Rep. Rodney 
Frelinghuysen, who represents Barkaus-
kas’ home district.

“In a lot of ways,” he said, “it was a re-
ally big part of why I went to Holy Cross: 
the Washington Semester Program, the 
great faculty, and the great students.”

Where all this leads Barkauskas in the 
future may not be clear, but what is clear 
is his desire to serve others.

“For me, right now,” he said, “all I’m 
concerned about is in some capacity 
doing something to help everyone and 
be the best public servant I can.”

Gaining a new perspective
Maire Burschinger ’20 could have been 
a million miles from Mount St. James, 
with the bomb shelters at intervals 
of every 25 or so yards and the giant 
concrete walls surrounding the children’s 
playground. But the distance, half a 
world away, was more like 5,000 miles. 
The sophomore swimmer was with a 
group of students, visiting a kibbutz on 
the border between Israel and the Gaza 
Strip.

“Our tour guide was a woman from the 
kibbutz,” Burschinger said. “She re-
members as a girl going to Gaza, going 
shopping there, having friends there. 
One weekend, her parents said, ‘It’s not 
safe; we’ll go next weekend,’ but they 
never went back due to the conflict and 
the fighting.”

The kibbutz was one of several places 
Burschinger visited as part of a summer 
study program through Rothberg Inter-
national School at Hebrew University in 
Jerusalem, an eye-opening experience 
that blended coursework with on-the-
ground excursions. Burschinger took two 
classes in the school’s Coexistence in 
the Middle East program, one focusing 
on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and the 
other on the region post-Arab Spring.

Curiosity and a growing interest in po-
litical science led the Los Angeles native 
to Jerusalem, and pursuing a summer 
program was in the cards from the very 
start of her college experience. “When I 
was applying to Holy Cross, I looked at 
the Maymester program, and I thought 
that was something I wanted to do,” 
said Burschinger, who’s yet to declare 
a major. 

As for the Jerusalem program in particu-
lar, it ticked a couple of boxes. It was 
a little off the beaten track and repre-

“I’ve been dreaming 
of working in the 

White House ever since 
I can remember,”
– Rich Barkauskas ’19

“At what other time in 
my life will I have an    

opportunity to study in 
the Middle East?”
– Marie Burschinger ’20
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sented a rare chance: “This is some-
where not in Europe, and at what other 
time in my life will I have an opportunity 
to study in the Middle East?”

Among other places, the program 
brought Burschinger to a medical center 
in Galilee where Syrian refugees are 
treated; to the Syria/Lebanon border 
to meet with residents and UN officials; 
to the Masada archeological site; to 
an overnight stay in the desert in a 
Bedouin tent; to the Dead Sea; and to 
settlements around Jerusalem.

Amid the immersive experience, Bur-
schinger found time for her sport. The 
long-distance swimmer trained three to 
four days a week at an athletics club af-
filiated with her host university. She also 
did something special for Barry Paren-
teau, or “Barrycuda” as he’s known, her 
coach back in Worcester.

“Barry asked me to put his name in the 
Western Wall,” Burschinger said. “So I 
put ‘Barrycuda’ in the Western Wall and 
sent him a picture.”

Fashionable time in Hamburg 

Alex Held ’19 and Jackie Brewster ’19 
did bring their mitts, but they left their 
bats at home when they jetted off in 
June. The softball juniors planned to 
keep sharp, but Brewster, at least, 
wasn’t taking any chances with a cher-
ished piece of equipment.

“I was nervous about checking my bat,” 
she said. “I’m very attached to it.”

It might not have been all that easy to 
find a place to hit in Hamburg, Germa-
ny, anyway. Held and Brewster, team-
mates in the spring, were teammates 
again this summer at Bonprix, a multina-
tional fashion retailer that’s a subsidiary 
of Hamburg-based Otto Group.  

Held, of Houston, Texas, and Brewster, 
of Bridgeport, Conn., worked a series 
of weeklong rotations through Bonprix’s 
various departments, including ac-
counting, online marketing, and foreign 
markets. Those rotations yielded some 
interesting experiences, including 
attending meetings for prices from 
Chinese and Swedish suppliers, design-

ing email catalog pages for foreign 
markets, and a day at a photo shoot.

For both, the internship marked their 
first turn in a professional setting. Playing 
softball and being Holy Cross students 
helped both navigate that new world.

“With sports, you learn really great skills 
that help a lot in jobs in general,” said 
Held, an international studies major and 
French minor. “And at Holy Cross, I’ve 
had really good relationships with profes-
sors, which makes approaching people 
older than me not intimidating.”

Not that there wasn’t an adjustment. For 
one, Held didn’t speak the language, 
though Brewster had two semesters of 
German under her belt. For two, work-
ing life in Germany isn’t the same as in 
America. While that didn’t surprise either, 
the manifestations of those differences 
did, a bit. And it started on Day One.

“Alex and I came over with our business 
attire, and the first day we got there, 
everyone was more casual. Mainly be-
cause it’s a fashion company, everyone 
was dressed more cool and trendy,” 
said Brewster. There was a notable 
exception, the accounting major noted: 
“The accounting department was more 
business-like — it looked like an ac-
counting department.”

In all, their five-week stay in Germany 
gave both an appreciation for the 
particular work they participated in (it’s 
a hard job being a model, for instance) 
and an appreciation for German culture 
(coffee breaks are serious business).

“It’s not grab a coffee and go back to 
your desk and work,” said Brewster. 
“They sit down and chat for 15, 20, or 
30 minutes. The environment was so 
comfortable and relaxed.”

The pair traveled on weekends as much 
as they could. They visited Berlin and 
Munich. One weekend, they flew to 
Manchester, England, where Held’s 
mother sometimes works. Another 
weekend, Brewster’s parents came to 
visit Germany. Brewster’s father, who 
works for another Otto Group company, 
helped them land the internships. Their 
time in Europe ended with a week in 
Barcelona and a special detour.

“In Barcelona, we went on a day tour to 
Montserrat,” said Brewster. “It was an 
hour-ish away, and we felt like we need-
ed to go. St. Ignatius made a pilgrimage 
here, and it was like we were making 
our own — our whole Jesuit educational 
experience coming full circle.”

Chris Edmonds ‘04 is a freelance writer 
from Providence, R.I.

“With sports, 
you learn really great 
skills that help a lot in 

jobs in general.”
– Alex Held ’19

“We were making our own 
pilgrimage — our whole 

Jesuit educational experience 
coming full circle.”

– Jackie Brewster ’19



 Inspire the future of Holy Cross Athletics
In 2017, with the construction of the new, transformative $95 million Luth Athletic Complex, 

the following programs moved into new or upgraded locker rooms: basketball, field hockey, football, 
ice hockey, lacrosse, soccer and volleyball. The new and improved locker rooms reflect our investment 

in the success of our student-athletes and varsity programs.

As a way to honor our past, we would like to provide former student-athletes, alumni, family and friends the 
opportunity to name a locker in honor of or in memory of an individual of the donor’s choosing. 

With a gift of $10,000 to a varsity program of the donor’s choice, the donor may customize a tribute 
that will be permanently added to the front of a player’s locker, serving as 

a constant reminder of those who came before us.

For additional information or to make a donation to name a locker, please contact:
Cara Abraham, assistant director of the Crusader Athletics Fund

508-793-2632 • chanraha@holycross.edu



2017-2018 Winter Home Events 
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November  
 1 Men’s Basketball vs. Assumption (exh.) 7:05 p.m.
 4 Women’s Basketball vs. 
      Assumption (exh.) 12:05 p.m.
 4 Women’s Swimming & Diving vs. 
      Sacred Heart 1:00 p.m.
 4 Men’s Soccer vs. Lehigh 1:05 p.m.
 4 Men’s Soccer Alumni Day
 10 Volleyball vs. Bucknell 7:05 p.m.
 10 Men’s Ice Hockey vs. Air Force 7:05 p.m.
 11 Women’s Ice Hockey vs. Sacred Heart 2:05 p.m.
 11 Volleyball vs. Loyola (Md.) 4:05 p.m.
 11 Men’s Ice Hockey vs. Air Force 7:05 p.m.
 12 Women’s Ice Hockey vs. Sacred Heart 2:05 p.m.
 16 Men’s Basketball vs. Harvard 7:05 p.m.
 18 Women’s Ice Hockey vs. Harvard 2:05 p.m.
 24 Men’s Ice Hockey vs. Arizona State 7:05 p.m.
 25 Men’s Basketball vs. Albany 1:05 p.m.
 25 Men’s Ice Hockey vs. Arizona State 7:05 p.m.
 26 Women’s Basketball vs. Bryant 12:05 p.m.       

December  
 1-2 2017 Basketball Hall of Fame Belfast Classic
 3 Women’s Basketball vs. Albany 12:05 p.m.
 6 Women’s Basketball vs. Boston College 7:05 p.m.
 9 Men’s Basketball vs. New Hampshire 3:05 p.m.
 9 Women’s Basketball vs. Vermont 12:05 p.m.
 19 Men’s Basketball vs. Iona 7:05 p.m.
 20 Women’s Basketball vs. Dartmouth 11:05 a.m.
 29 Men’s Basketball vs. Colgate 7:05 p.m.
 30 Men’s Ice Hockey vs. Sacred Heart 7:05 p.m.

January  
 2 Women’s Basketball vs. Lafayette 7:05 p.m.
 5 Women’s Basketball vs. Lehigh 6:05 p.m.
 5 Women’s Ice Hockey vs. Post 7:05 p.m.
 6 Women’s Ice Hockey vs. Post 2:05 p.m.
 6 Men’s Ice Hockey vs. AIC 7:05 p.m.
 8 Men’s Basketball vs. Loyola (Md.) 7:05 p.m.
 11 Women’s Basketball vs. Navy 7:05 p.m.
 13 Women’s Ice Hockey vs. St. Anselm 2:05 p.m.
 13 Men’s Ice Hockey vs. Sacred Heart 7:05 p.m.
 14 Men’s Basketball vs. Boston University 7:05 p.m.
 15 Men’s & Women’s Swimming & Diving 
      vs. Colgate 1:00 p.m.
 17 Men’s Basketball vs. Army West Point 7:05 p.m.
 19 Women’s Ice Hockey vs. St. Michael’s 2:05 p.m.
 19 Men’s Ice Hockey vs. Niagara 7:05 p.m.
 20 Men’s & Women’s Swimming & Diving 
      vs. Providence 11:00 a.m.
 20 Women’s Basketball vs. Bucknell 1:05 p.m.
 20 Women’s Ice Hockey vs. St. Michael’s 2:05 p.m.
 20 Men’s Ice Hockey vs. Niagara 7:05 p.m.
 24 Women’s Basketball vs. American 7:05 p.m.
 26 Men’s Ice Hockey vs. RIT 7:05 p.m.
 27 Winter Homecoming Giving Challenge 
 27 Men’s Basketball vs. Lafayette 1:05 p.m.
 27 Men’s Ice Hockey vs. RIT 7:05 p.m.
 29 Men’s Basketball vs. Lehigh 7:05 p.m.

February  
 3 Women’s Basketball vs. Loyola (Md.) 1:05 p.m.
 7 Men’s Basketball vs. Navy 7:05 p.m.
 9 Women’s Ice Hockey vs. Franklin Pierce 7:05 p.m.
 10 Women’s Basketball vs. Boston University 1:05 p.m.
 14 Women’s Basketball vs. Army West Point 7:05 p.m.
 16 Women’s Ice Hockey vs. St. Anselm 7:05 p.m.
 17 Men’s Basketball vs. Bucknell 1:05 p.m.
 21 Men’s Basketball vs. American 7:05 p.m.
 22 Men’s Ice Hockey vs. AIC 7:05 p.m.
 24 Women’s Basketball vs. Colgate 1:05 p.m.
 

Basketball: Hart Center Arena at the Luth Athletic Complex
Ice Hockey: Hart Center Ice Rink at the Luth Athletic Complex
Soccer: Linda Johnson Smith Soccer Stadium
Volleyball: Hart Center Arena at the Luth Athletic Complex
Swimming & Diving: Hart Center Pool at the Luth Athletic Complex

Home Venues
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CATCHING UP WITH...
James “Jimmy” McCloud ’06
Once an ace pitcher on Fitton Field, Jimmy 
McCloud still loves baseball and alma mater.

As a three-sport standout at Medfield 
High, and captain of the baseball, 
golf and hockey teams in his senior 

year, Jimmy McCloud had some fine 
choices when it came to college. 
Luckily for the Crusaders, he also had 
a neighbor who recommended a top-
notch school in Worcester, Mass. 
     “My friend, Brian McKenzie ’92, was 
a Holy Cross alum,” recalls McCloud. 
“He knew that both academics and 
athletics were important to me. He 
spoke very highly of the College and 
set up some conversations with other 
alumni. The more I talked to these 
people, the clearer it became that this 
was where I wanted to go. I wanted the 
best academic institution possible. Holy 
Cross provided me with that balance of 
rigorous academics as well as Division I 
athletics.”
     McCloud’s choice proved a good fit. 
He found himself challenged both on 
the field and in the classroom, just as 
he had hoped. After a solid freshman 
year on the field, he followed up in his 
sophomore season by starting in 25 
games as a first baseman and appeared 
in eight games as a pitcher, including 
making five starts. In April of 2004, Mc-
Cloud earned Patriot League Pitcher of 
the Week accolades after picking up a 
save in a weekend sweep at Bucknell. 
     Things were looking just as promis-
ing for his junior year; however, after 
just seven games, he injured his ulnar 
collateral ligament (UCL), ending his 
season and requiring Tommy John 
surgery. 
     And yet, according to McCloud, he 
has nothing but fond memories of his 
Holy Cross experience. “The bond you 
create with your teammates is some-
thing I’ll never forget,” he says. “The 
countless hours you spend together, 
whether it be on Fitton Field at prac-
tices and games, in the weight room, 
riding the bus, or eating at Kimball, 
truly teaches you so many life lessons. 
You learn how to pull toward a common 

goal and work for the suc-
cess of the team. Those 
lessons have helped me 
professionally. Everything 
you do professionally 
requires each individual 
playing a role and working 
together to achieve the 
team’s success. And in the 
process, I met some of my 
best friends for life.”
     McCloud worked as 
hard in the classroom as 
he did on the field. 
     “There wasn’t a day 
I wasn’t challenged 
academically,” he says. 
“But my professors were 
fantastic, and if you put 
in the work and showed 
them you cared, they were 
always willing to help.”
     “Fr. Vodoklys was one of my favorite 
professors,” says McCloud. “He’s 
someone that I remain very close to 
today. When my wife, Julie, and I got 
married — at St. Joseph Chapel — he 
was the celebrant. And he has baptized 
my son, Cameron, and my daughter, 
Palmer, also on campus. We consider 
‘Father V’ part of our family.”
     After graduation, McCloud had 
the opportunity to realize a long-held 
dream by playing in the Cape Cod 
League. 
     “What an amazing summer that 
was,” he says. “I played for the Harwich 
Mariners. And I lived with an incredible 
host family, the O’Reillys, whose patri-
arch, Pat, was also a Crusader.”
     At the end of that summer, McCloud 
moved to New York City, where he had 
an opportunity to work for the College 
Sports Television Network in advertis-
ing sales. After CSTN was acquired by 
CBS Sports, McCloud spent two years 
at CBS as an account executive, before 
being recruited by the digital arm of 
Major League Baseball, MLB Advanced 
Media. 

     “My role here has changed over 
the last nine years,” McCloud says. “I 
started out selling advertising across 
MLB.com and all 30 club sites, before 
being promoted to a Director and VP, 
managing the sales team. Three years 
ago, my role changed to oversee-
ing Corporate Partnerships for MLB. 
Today, I’m the Group Director & Vice 
President of MLB Sponsorship Sales. 
My group is responsible for structuring 
and selling all the large league deals 
across MLB.”
     While he’s never moved far from 
some aspect of baseball, McCloud 
continues to hold a special place for 
the game as it’s played on Mount St. 
James. 
     “Athletics provided me an oppor-
tunity to study at the best academic 
institution possible,” he says. “I’ll never 
forget that. Holy Cross gave me so 
much. So, I feel it’s only fitting to make 
sure that other student-athletes receive 
those same opportunities that I was 
fortunate to have.”

By Jack O’Connell ‘81

McCloud is a member of the CAF Executive 
Committee.



“All I was thinking about in that 
moment was that we were losing 
and that we needed someone to 
make a play. Then we got the play in, and I knew I 
was going to get a chance to catch the ball in the end zone 
if I did a good job with my route. Next thing I know, I run 
my route and see the great ball Peter Pujals ‘18 threw flying 
in the air and — I stopped thinking and just acted. I couldn’t 
get my right arm free so I stuck my left out and the ball just 
landed. It didn’t really sink in for me until I saw the referee 
raise his arms signaling touchdown.”

No. 84 Martin Dorsey ’19
Wide Receiver from Wayne, Pa. (Conestoga)
Saturday, September 16, 2017
Holy Cross (51) vs. No. 9 University of New Hampshire (26)
Worcester, Mass.
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Meredith (Ellavsky) Crowther ’97 (West Hartford, Conn.) Field Hockey
“I give back to Holy Cross because my experience on the Hill, both in class and on the field, truly 
shaped my adult life.  Athletics taught me about commitment, grit, discipline, grace and teamwork. I 
often reflect back on those dedicated hours we spent together as a team fighting for one common goal 
and I am humbled and proud of our accomplishments, both small and large, and I’m so grateful for the 
experience. I hope my contribution can do the same for others.”

 

G.Matthew Greco ’17 (Eagleville, Pa.) Men’s Cross Country/Track and Field
“My experience as a competitive Division I athlete at Holy Cross prepared me well for the real world 
and equipped me with critical leadership skills and a strong but ethical spirit of competition. Through 
the Crusader Athletics Fund (CAF), my team was able to attend more high quality meets with greater 
competition. By donating to CAF, I know that my contribution will go toward giving future athletes 
similar worthwhile experiences.”
 

Megan Lynch ’13 (Hoboken, N.J.) Volleyball 
“After finishing up my career as a student-athlete at Holy Cross and having time for reflection, I realized 
how much I had learned through my experiences participating in athletics, training that facilitates 
success in life. Teamwork, leadership, bouncing back from failure and holding yourself to a higher 
standard are some of the many lessons I took away from Holy Cross. These valuable life lessons are 
among the reasons I give back, as I hope future generations of Crusader athletes will also learn and 
bring these competencies into their post-graduate lives!”
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