
Winter 2017 • Crusader Nation   1    

T H E  M A G A Z I N E  F O R  F A N S  A N D  S U P P O R T E R S  O F  H O LY  C R O S S  AT H L E T I C S

Making
Their Pitch
Coaches 
Talk
Recruiting

The Game-Changer
The Luth 

Athletic Complex 
Takes Shape

CRUSaDERNATIONCRUSaDER
Winter 2017

Nice Guys 
Finish First

Coach Blaney ’61



2   Crusader Nation • Winter 2017

AD’s Corner
Fellow Crusaders,

Happy New Year! This past year was historic in many ways for Holy Cross 
Athletics. In light of that, I thought it was an appropriate time to reflect 
upon the mission and core values of our Department, which are spelled 
out in our updated Athletics Mission and Core Values:

Holy Cross Athletics Mission: “We promote the academic, athletic, and 
personal formation of our student- athletes above all else. 

Athletics embodies the College’s mission to develop the 
mind, body, and spirit in the Jesuit tradition. With this 

legacy as our foundation, we strive to educate and 
inspire through athletics.”

Our mission serves to guide and inform every-
thing that we do, in all aspects of the Athletics 
Department. Using this mission as our guide, 

we have developed a set of core values: Passion, 
Achievement, Integrity, and Respect. These time-

less values are reflective of the Holy Cross philoso-
phy. Our values are what propel us forward through 

all manner of challenges. They are a manifestation of the 
essence of Holy Cross and its proud history and traditions. 

As we write this newest chapter in the College’s story, we are taking care 
to build on those things that have made us great in the past.

Our newest chapter is rapidly taking shape on campus. Construction on 
the Luth Athletic Complex continues to progress on schedule. This fall 
we reached some important milestones in the project: The basketball 
arena work has been completed and our teams are already practicing and 
playing in this amazing new space. Upgrades to the hockey rink are also 
finished, including new women’s locker rooms, and new coaches offices 
for the men’s and women’s programs. We also opened the new main 
entryway to the complex, which has greatly enhanced the facility. The 
next time you are visiting campus, I encourage you to make time to visit 
the Luth Athletic Complex and see this most impressive undertaking for 
yourself. For more information on the Luth Complex project, please read 
this issue’s article on page 10.

The fall semester was another successful one in the classroom. Our 
student-athletes posted their sixth consecutive term with a GPA of 3.07 or 
higher. This past semester our 730 student-athletes combined for a 3.12 
GPA, which brought our cumulative GPA to 3.10. Our student-athletes 
continue to distinguish themselves in the classroom and in competition. 

Finally, a few of our fall teams had notable accomplishments that I would 
like to share with you. Our Women’s Field Hockey team finished the regu-
lar season in third place in the Patriot League and qualified for our first 
Patriot League Tournament appearance since 2006. The Women’s Cross 
Country team finished in third place in the Patriot League Champion-
ships, our best finish since 2001. There were also a number of individual 
all-conference and all-academic achievements in each of our fall sports. 
I know you will join me in congratulating our student-athletes, coaches, 
and support staff for their impressive efforts on these fronts.

Go ’Saders!

 
Nathan Pine
Director of Athletics 
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Coaches’ Game Plan
Making their pitch
Holy Cross coaches give a view into the world of 
recruiting, ‘the lifeblood’ of any athletics program
By Chris Edmonds ’04

baseball coach Greg DiCenzo and 
his assistants have covered a lot 
of ground this year. They’ve made 

their way to tournaments in Arizona in 
October, traveled to high school games 
in the Northeast, headed to California, 
Florida, the Pacific Northwest, the Mid-
Atlantic and the Chicago area. They’ve 
checked up on players who were al-
ready on their radar and kept their eyes 
open for players who hadn’t yet caught 
their attention. Miles and innings piled 

up in an attempt to identify and recruit 
the next wave of Crusaders.

Through it all, there’s one thing DiCenzo 
and his staff didn’t do: they did not try 
to sell any recruit or parent on the Col-
lege. They want players who don’t need 
such convincing.

“We never ‘sell Holy Cross;’ we present 
the program cover to cover,” DiCenzo 
said. “At the end of the day, we want 
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The Class of 2020  
consists of 172 
student-athletes 
from 26 states and 
two countries showing 
the reach our coaches 
have recruiting across 
the country.
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guys who are really en-
thused by what they see, 
‘You’re the guy I want to 
play for, with those players, 
for this college.’ If you have 
35 guys like that on your 
roster, you’re going to win a 
lot of ballgames.”

Across the College’s athletics 
programs, recruiting student-
athletes is a long-term 
commitment. There’s travel 
and research; there’s adher-
ence to NCAA rules; there’s 
spotting a potential player as 
a high school sophomore or 
junior and monitoring their 
progress for years; there’s 
keeping watch for players 
who stand out later in their 
high school careers. For all 
the glamour of National 
Signing Day — a top recruit 
making his or her college 
choice on national TV — or 
the negative attention that 
periodically befalls recruit-
ing — the high-profile coach 
who loses his or her job over 
NCAA sanctions, postseason 
bans, and so on — there’s 
the far more common reality 
of earnest work put in by 

earnest coaches to find the 
right players who fit their 
programs and the College.

“Recruiting, as they say, is 
the lifeblood of a program,” 
said Bill Carmody, Men’s 
Basketball coach. “It’s of the 
utmost importance.”

To get from hundreds of 
potential recruits down to 
just a few fully signed-up 
student-athletes is a huge 
undertaking. But that job 
has become a little easier in 
recent years, with a boost to 
program budgets from the 
Crusader Athletics Fund. Of 
all the dollars raised through 
CAF — in the 2016 fiscal year, 
the figure was just north of 
$1.6 million — 18 percent is 
spent directly on recruiting.

Rules of engagement
So let’s all get out there and 
recruit for Holy Cross, right? 
Actually, no. That’s a job for 
the professionals, not the 
alumni, said Ryan Colton, 
assistant athletics director 
for compliance. “If you see 

or hear of someone who 
would be a good prospect, 
forward the name to the 
relevant coach,” he said. 

And the reason for that: 
“Only certain coaches who 
have passed a recruiting test 
can recruit.” The test — a 
30-question, multiple choice 
exam — is administered 
annually. Coaches have an 
hour to complete it and must 
score 80 percent or better 
to pass. Coaches who score 
below that threshold have 
to wait 30 days to retake the 
exam. “Luckily,” said Colton, 
“everyone passed on the first 
test this year.”

Gaining clearance is just the 
first step. There are also many 
NCAA regulations to abide 
by, with rules covering every-
thing from when a student-
athlete can be contacted, to 
what form that contact takes 
(phone calls, private corre-
spondence, public correspon-
dence) and the frequency of 
that contact, to where that 
contact takes place (off cam-
pus, on campus). 

Navigating the rules some-
times results in breaking 
them. “We do have recruit-
ing violations,” said Rose 
Shea ’87, associate direc-
tor of athletics. “Generally 
they’re inadvertent, and 
we self-report those. We’re 
talking something like a 
student-athlete puts down 
on a recruiting form that 
they’re a senior when they’re 
really a sophomore.”

Colton estimated that the 
department handles some 
three to six violations a 
year — and that’s a good 
thing, he said. “It shows that 
the system is working, that 
we have a culture of compli-
ance. Coaches come and 
say, ‘I’ve made a mistake.’”

An edge on the road
So much of attracting the 
best student-athletes is be-
ing where the best student-
athletes are: at national 
competitions, showcase 
events, AAU tournaments 
and state and regional 
meets. But getting to those 

Kimball Hall 
is one of the many 
stops on an 
official visit. 
Last year, 754 meal 
passes were 
provided 
to prospective 
student-athletes.

CarmodyDiCenzo Diggins Alfonso
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places carries a cost, one 
that the Crusader Athletics 
Fund now helps offset.

Patrick Diggins ’86, director 
of Men’s and Women’s Row-
ing, says there’s no doubt 
that the boost in financial 
support for recruiting has 
benefited his programs.

“We go to all of the junior 
national races now to meet 
kids,” said Diggins. “That 
started two years ago with 
the support made possible 
through CAF. We used to 
have no recruiting money 
— couldn’t go to races, 
couldn’t bring kids in for 
official visits. Now we have 
specific money, and it’s 
made a big difference.”

In October, DiCenzo trav-
eled some 2,600 miles from 
Worcester to Peoria, Ariz., 
to check out a tournament. 
The following week, two 
of his assistants made the 
same journey for another 
tournament. At events like 
the ones in Peoria, “you 
have teams from all over 
the country there,” said 
DiCenzo. “You have to go 
to venues and events where 
you can maximize your 
recruiting dollar.”

That’s the same approach 
Carmody takes, especially 
during a two-plus-week 
stretch in July when he and 
his staff head to AAU events 
“where kids play from 8:30 
a.m. to 10:30 p.m.” Such 
events make more sense in 
terms of time and money 
than, say, traveling far and 
wide to see individual 
players compete for their 
high schools.

“You have to make deci-
sions about money and what 
things cost,” said Carmody. 
“The good thing about 
these AAU events is that 
they’re pretty economical. 
If I want to see a kid play in 
Missouri in December in a 
high school game, I have to 

fly out to see one kid. And 
you might only see 12-14 
minutes of a kid, and that’s 
not a good enough evalua-
tion generally.”

Catching a coach’s eye
So what does a prospect 
have to do to get a coach’s 
attention?

For Women’s Track and Field 
coach Egetta Alfonso ’92, 
the first step in evaluating 
a high school athlete is a 
question of data: How fast 
does she run? How long 
does she jump? How far 
does she throw? 

“I use the Internet a lot: 
track and field is pretty cut 
and dry, in terms of stats,” 
she said. “You can see an 
athlete improve, how they 
do in a given year and 
follow them all the way 
through high school.”

Alfonso tries to get to the 
Massachusetts state meet 
and the New England cham-
pionships, when they don’t 
conflict with her team’s sched-
ule. She, like other coaches, 
also relies on her network. 

“If I know a coach, I might 

trade emails. If I see a 
talented kid at the same 
school as someone already 
on my team, that’s an easy 
way to reach out,” she said. 

And there’s a lot of reaching 
out: Alfonso is a prolific let-
ter-writer, sending “maybe 
500” a summer to prospec-
tive recruits. Of those, she 

might get 100 responses, 
and then “I start whittling 
away pretty quickly” to 
about a dozen recruited 
student-athletes.

Where Alfonso can look 
at numbers and be able 
to reasonably project how 
a 400-meter high school 
runner will perform at the 
college level, that task of 
identifying and evaluat-
ing takes on complexities 
in sports like baseball and 
basketball. Sure, there are 
numbers in those sports, 
too, but a player who hits 
.450 for his high school 
probably isn’t going to step 
onto Fitton Baseball Field 
and do the same from Day 
1. So where does that leave 
DiCenzo and his staff?

“It’s about bringing in base-
ball players who are really 

smart kids, not smart kids 
who play baseball,” DiCen-
zo said. “We’re targeting 
really good athletes, who 
are really good people, who 
are really smart people, and 
who are dying to be here.”

In Carmody’s eyes, there are 
three key physical qualities 
to a good basketball player: 

“I always look for guys who 
can dribble the ball, pass 
the ball, and shoot the ball.” 
There are also less tangible 
characteristics at play: “Most 
coaches look for the same 
thing — we look for guys 
who are skillful, competitive, 
hard workers and care a lot 
so they’ll get better.”

Above all, “wherever he is 
on the court, he’s comfort-
able — he’s got the ball, he 
doesn’t have the ball, he’s 
guarding a guy in the low 
post. In any situation, he’s 
got to be comfortable. And 
some guys just aren’t, and 
that jumps out at me.”

Signed, sealed, delivered
Recruits also have to fit with 
the College, and that’s no 
small thing at a school with 
an acceptance rate that 

The following are highlights from Holy Cross Athletics compliance rules, which can 
be found in full at goholycross.com under the About tab.

Rules for Friends, Fans, Alumni, 
and Donors

Permissible:
• Attending a prospect’s games 
• Speaking to a prospect on the   
 phone, if the prospect initiates   
 the call and the call isn’t for   
 recruitment purposes
• Employ a prospect at similar   
 rates of pay as similar employees 
 during the summer or other   
 permissible work periods

Impermissible:
• Contact coaches, school administrators or  
 counselors for the purposes of evaluating  
 a prospect
• Visit a prospect’s school to collect 
	 transcripts	or	film
• Provide a prospect or his or her parents   
 with tickets to Holy Cross athletics events
• Provide cash or equivalent, merchandise 
	 or	gift	certificates	to	prospective	or	
 current student-athletes
• Loan money, arrange for a loan, guarantee  
 a bond, sign or cosign a note with an   
 outside agency for student-athletes.
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hovers around the mid-30s. 
Coaches usually have a 
strong sense of whether a 
recruit can make the grade 
academically, and they work 
with admissions as part of 
their evaluations.

“Some places,” said Car-
mody, “the basketball coach 
or the football coach is the 
admissions office, and that’s 
not the way it is here.”

Though NCAA rules allow 
contact with prospects as 
early as sophomore year in 
some sports, recruiting re-
ally picks up for most of the 
College’s coaches later in the 
prospect’s career.  

“The bulk of the evaluation 
takes place the summer be-
fore the student’s senior year,” 
said Shea. “At that point, you 
have a fairly complete set of 
grades, you know how a 
student has done in high 
school, you have the SAT or 
ACT. For most coaches, this is 
when most of the narrowing 
down of the recruiting process 
takes place.”

As Diggins described it, the 
general recruiting steps are 
fairly straightforward:

Once a recruit has been   
identified and once there’s  
an indication of interest  

from that recruit, “we try to 
get them on campus for an 
unofficial visit — we show 
them the campus, which 
always looks great in the 
summer, show them the new 
athletics center, which is 
incredibly impressive, show 
them the boathouse.” 

If the interest persists,   
academic information is   
collected and shared with   
admissions. 

If that’s a fit, the recruit comes 
for an official visit in the fall. 
Rowing visits take place Sun-
days through Wednesdays —  
the move away from weekend 
visits started about five years 

ago. “We say to parents that 
Holy Cross has a very unique 
student-athlete experience 
and that’s what we want you 
to see.” And it works: “The 
official visit is usually what 
seals the deal for us.”

From there, recruits are   
encouraged to apply early,  
and in many cases are settled 
on their college choice by the 
holidays.

“The big thing,” Diggins said, 
“is that lots of kids are already 
academically where they need 
to be. Holy Cross has been 
incredibly successful in attract-
ing top student-athletes.”

Stories of success
For two examples, consider 
diver Casey Sherman ’18, 
who followed the traditional 
recruiting path, and Payton 
Shubrick ’15, who self-recruit-
ed her way into a decorated 
career on the track and on 
campus. 

Sherman, who started div-
ing when she was 7, chose 
Holy Cross from among a 
few other schools. Being on 
campus and seeing student 
life up close helped convince 
Sherman to pick Holy Cross. 
“Of course on official visits 
everyone is nice and help-
ful and wants to show you a 

good time, but at Holy Cross 
it was more about the times I 
wasn’t with the team, when I 
was walking around campus, 
going to classes, talking to 
coaches, in a daily setting. 
It felt better to be here than 
anywhere else.”

And it’s working out, not only 
in athletics — last season, 
Sherman became just the 
second female diver in pro-
gram history to qualify for the 
NCAA Zone A championships 
— but also in terms of the full 
college experience: “I love 
it at Holy Cross,” she said. 
“I can’t see myself anywhere 
else.”

Shubrick — a former SGA 
co-president and BSU co-
chair and the member of two 
record-setting relays — was 
“a powerhouse on campus,” 
said Alfonso. 

But the Springfield, Mass., na-
tive had never heard of Holy 
Cross before her friend, Brisje 
Malone ’14, was recruited to 
play basketball. “I looked into 
the school, and I thought, I 
could do well at a school like 
that,” Shubrick said.

By the numbers, however, 
she was not an automatic fit 
on the track team. “She put 
herself on my radar,” said 
Alfonso. “Her junior year 
stats weren’t strong enough 
for a letter, but she popped 
up at an open house and won 
me over with her personal-
ity.” In their second meet-
ing, Shubrick won over her 
future coach with her athletic 
potential: “She showed up in 
workout gear and looked like 
an athlete. That day, I made 
the decision I wanted her on 
my team.”

She may no longer be in 
uniform, but Shubrick remains 
a Crusader. She’s co-chair of 
the Young Alumni Committee 
and a member of the Alumni 
Association Board of Direc-
tors. “I imagine Holy Cross 
will always be a strong part 
of my life,” she said. And 
it all goes back to a simple 
question she put to herself in 
high school. “I asked myself, 
would I be a good fit? And it 
was the best decision of my 
life.”

Upping their game
A strong emphasis on re-
cruiting has translated into 
success on the field, on the 
court, in the pool, on the 
track, on the ice — wherever 
Crusaders compete.

“People have always loved 
rowing at Holy Cross,” said 
Diggins, “but it’s a different 
group now: they’re coming to 

The Crusader 
Athletics Fund 
helped fund 164 
round-trip flights for 
Holy Cross coaches 
and prospectives 
in 2015-16 as coaches 
sought to recruit 
student-athletes from 
across the country.



Holy Cross to row, and that 
makes a big difference.”

Gone are the races against 
Division III opponents and in 
are races only against “very 
good Division I programs,” 
a change fueled by the 
increased competitiveness 
of his teams. “Even 10 years 
ago, we were racing very few 
Division I programs. Twenty 
years ago, we were racing 
against none. Now, that’s all 
we’re doing, and we’re beat-
ing them.”

For DiCenzo, one signal of im-
provement is roster composi-
tion now versus a decade ago 
when he landed at Mount St. 
James. “When I arrived, it was 
mostly kids from the North-
east region. Now, we’ve got 
guys from 14 different states. 
That shows how attractive 
Holy Cross can be.” 

One surefire way to be attrac-
tive to recruits is to win. And 
no program has benefited 

more from that in the past 
year than Carmody’s Men’s 
Basketball team. That’s what 
an improbable run to the 
Patriot League title and a vic-
tory in the NCAA Tournament 
will do.

“It’s just been terrific,” said 
Carmody. “You go into high 
school gyms wearing a Holy 

Cross sweatshirt and people’s 
memories get jogged. It’s a 
really good story, the whole 
NCAA Tournament.”

But as Shubrick’s story reminds, 
being a student-athlete is a 
facet of a larger and lasting ex-
perience of being a Crusader. 

“Whether it’s 20 years after 

playing pro ball or 20 min-
utes after finishing at Holy 
Cross, the question will be: 
what next?” said DiCenzo. 
“How hard they’re pushed 
on the field, how hard they’re 
pushed in the classroom, it 
helps a Holy Cross student-
athlete answer that question 
better than any place out 
there.”

$100
cash rewards 
bonus offer*

To apply for a credit card, visit www.newcardonline.com 
and enter Priority Code VACN3N.  

Carry the only card that helps support The Holy Cross Alumni 
Association

The BankAmericard Cash Rewards™ credit card for 
The Holy Cross Alumni Association

2% and 3% category rewards bonuses 

apply on up to $2,500 in combined 

quarterly spend in those categories.▼

1%

2%

3% cash back 
on gas

cash back 
everywhere, every time

cash back at grocery
stores AND NOW AT 
WHOLESALE CLUBS

For information about the rates, fees, other costs and benefits associated with the use of this Rewards card, or to apply, go to the website listed above or write to P.O. Box 15020, Wilmington, DE 19850.
*You will qualify for $100 bonus cash rewards if you use your new credit card account to make any combination of Purchase transactions totaling at least $500 (exclusive of any fees, returns and adjustments) that post to your account 

within 90 days of the account open date. Limit one (1) bonus cash rewards offer per new account. This one-time promotion is limited to new customers opening an account in response to this offer. Other advertised promotional 
bonus cash rewards offers can vary from this promotion and may not be substituted. Allow 8-12 weeks from qualifying for the bonus cash rewards to post to your rewards balance.

▼ The 2% cash back on grocery store and wholesale club purchases and 3% cash back on gas purchases applies to the first $2,500 in combined purchases in these categories each quarter. After that the base 1% earn rate applies to those 
purchases.
By opening and/or using these products from Bank of America, you’ll be providing valuable financial support to The Holy Cross Alumni Association.
This credit card program is issued and administered by Bank of America, N.A. Visa and Visa Signature are registered trademarks of Visa International Service Association, and are used by the issuer pursuant to license from Visa U.S.A. Inc. 
BankAmericard Cash Rewards is a trademark and Bank of America and the Bank of America logo are registered trademarks of Bank of America Corporation.
© 2016 Bank of America Corporation ARFJCK95 AD-07-16-0242.B

The Language of Recruiting
The following list of major terms comes from NCAA.org.
• A contact happens any time a college coach says more than hello during a face- 
 to-face meeting with a college-bound student-athlete or his or her parents off  
 the college’s campus.
• An evaluation happens when a college coach observes a student-athlete 
 practicing or competing.
• A verbal commitment happens when a college-bound student-athlete verbally  
 agrees to play sports for a college before he or she signs or is eligible to sign a  
 National Letter of Intent. The commitment is not binding on the student-athlete  
 or the school and can be made at any time.
• When a student-athlete officially commits to attend a Division I or II college, he  
 or she signs a National Letter of Intent or the school’s written offer of 
	 admission	and/or	financial	aid	or	after	the	school	has	received	his	or	her	
 admissions deposit, agreeing to attend that school for one academic year.
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Paying it Forward

 Joe Donelan ’72 is a 
man of passion, en-
thusiasm, and bound-
less energy. He views 

life as an adventure to 
be lived and a gift to be 
celebrated. He is both a 
renaissance man and an 
Irish rover, a raconteur 
who pursues the things he 
loves with vitality, dedica-
tion and joy. And his loves 
are many — family, the 
arts, business, wine and 
Holy Cross.

“Holy Cross is an extraor-
dinary college,” Donelan 
says. “Holy Cross provides 
an extremely nurturing 
environment where you 
can stretch beyond your 
boundaries. It’s a place for 
the transformation of the 
individual; where students 
can discover themselves. I 
love the College and sup-
port the College because 
of all these things.”

Donelan’s support has 
come in many forms over 
the years. His latest gift 
— a scoreboard for the 
swimming facility — is 
in memory of his experi-
ence as a student-athlete. 
Donelan was a swimmer 
and an oarsman during his 
undergraduate years.

“Playing on a team is an 
incredible and valuable ex-
perience,” he says. “What 
I love about college athlet-
ics is the notion of making 
individual desires subservi-
ent to the common goal of 
winning. That’s an impor-

tant lesson to learn. And a 
fine introduction to life.”

Donelan’s experience as a 
swimmer on the Hill was 
a bit different from those 
members of today’s swim 
team.

“We didn’t have a swim-
ming pool in those years,” 
says Donelan. “We 
practiced at a YWCA in 
Worcester. My coach was 
Paul Parenteau. All of 
our successes were the 
product of the passion and 
determination on the part 
of Coach Parenteau and 
his swimmers. I donated 
the scoreboard because 
I wanted to support our 
swimmers and commemo-
rate the memory of Paul’s 
dedication and passion.”

Parenteau coached swim-
ming at Holy Cross for 
30 years — from 1966 
through 1996. In 1975, 
he was joined by his son, 
Barry, who took over as 
head coach after Paul’s 
retirement.

“Mr. Donelan has given 
us a wonderful gift,” says 
Barry Parenteau. “This is 
a state-of- the-art score-
board. This is what the 
top programs use. I am so 
humbled by Joe’s gener-
osity and the generosity 
of all our alumni. It says a 
lot about a school when 
people give back so abun-
dantly.”

Donelan agrees. “At the 

end of the day, it comes 
down to the question of 
how to make a difference,” 
he says. “I think you make 
a difference by creating 
possibilities. By giving 
people the opportunity to 
discover the world and, 
in the process, discover 
themselves.”

Donelan’s full-bodied 
philosophy is at the heart 
of his current venture, 
Donelan Family Wines. 
Located in Sonoma Val-
ley, Calif., the company 
produces syrah, pinot noir, 
chardonnay and a variety 
of blends. The opera-
tion is a family affair, with 
sons Cushing and Tripp 
working alongside their 
father. And the vintners will 
settle for nothing less than 
excellence. The obsession 

with quality has paid off. 
Donelan Family Wines 
have taken the wine world 
by storm, with world-re-
nowned wine critic Robert 
Parker calling the 2008 
vintage “easily the great-
est syrah ever produced 
from Sonoma Valley,” and 
scoring a 2009 vintage 
with the exceedingly rare 
100 points. Consumers 
have taken notice. It’s just 
another example of his 
relentless effort to “be the 
best, to strive for more.”

“I think of myself as a 
lifelong student,” Donelan 
says. “Whether it’s wine, or 
academics, or athletics, we 
are all on a journey. And 
that journey is the pursuit 
of excellence and quality.”

By Jack O’Connell ’81

All About the Journey
For Joe Donelan ’72, the destination is less important 
than the adventure.

Joe Donelan at his 
Sonoma Valley winery.
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Isabela Bagi ’17 
Women’s Ice Hockey and Tennis

Isabela Bagi ’17 (Branford, Conn.) is the ultimate student-athlete. 
She is an English major on the pre-health track, who plays on two 
different Crusader athletics teams. Bagi is captain of both the 
Women’s Tennis and Ice Hockey teams. Last year, her hockey team 
won the NEHC Open championship, and her tennis team won 
the first Patriot League Tournament match in program history. In 
addition to her athletics accomplishments, Bagi gained valuable 

experience this past summer interning at Pfizer.

Q Do you have a favorite Holy 
Cross tennis moment?

A My absolute favorite moment 
was playing at Navy in the 2016 Patriot 
League Tournament. Our win versus 
Lafayette was the first time in program 
history that Holy Cross won a Patriot 
League Tournament match! Once my 
teammate, Allison Reiling ’19, won her 
match to clinch the team’s victory, we 
all stormed the court in celebration!

Q What was the most exciting ice 
hockey game of last season?

A We had a lot of exciting games. 
We were a third period, wait-until- the-
last- minute-to-score kind of team. The 
most memorable game was during the 
open tournament when we played St. 
Anselm’s in a dramatic overtime game 
to win the tournament. Every time we 

scored, the other team would respond 
with a goal. We were victorious with a 
dramatic 4-3 finish!

Q It’s not common to major in Eng-
lish and be on the pre-health track. Is 
there any overlap?

A English has always been my fa-
vorite subject, and the sciences are the 
avenue to my future career. While the 
subject matter may be quite different, 
both subjects are all about being able 
to close-read and think critically.

Q What was your most interesting 
experience at Pfizer?

A I presented my research on 
rheumatoid arthritis to the Pfizer col-
leagues. It was amazing to present 
my hard work to this established and 
intelligent group.

Q What is the most valuable thing 
you learned from your internship?

A The power of teamwork. One 
study can have multiple lab techs, data 
collectors, a surgery group, veterinar-
ians, and research heads. The leaders 
of the study needed me to help with 
research, and I needed them to teach 

me the necessary skills. Communica-
tion, trust, and cooperation are essen-
tial for any study to be a success.

Q Why are you interested in a 
health-related career?

A The human body is extremely 
fascinating. I’ve always wanted to un-
derstand how it’s possible for athletes 
to put so much stress on their bodies, 
pushing themselves to unbelievable 
lengths. I want to be in a profession 
where I can help athletes achieve their 
best, while fixing their injuries and road 
bumps along the way.

Q Do you have any advice for 
other student-athletes?

A Time management is key. Don’t 
procrastinate on school work be-
cause it will harm your grades and 
performance in games and practices. 
Also, never be afraid to ask for help, 
whether it’s from your teammates, your 
professors or your coach. They will all 
be there for you. A huge advantage to 
being a student-athlete is the built-in 
support network.

By Lilly Overmyer ’17

Student spotlight
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Once upon a time, a creaky barn sat 
atop Mount St. James, where a group 
of young men — some veterans com-

ing back from a world war — were fash-
ioned into a basketball team by a coach 
known affectionately as “Doggie.”

They practiced in this rather ram-
shackle place, so confining that if you 
smacked into the walls, you were out-
of-bounds. These vagabonds traveled 
to the Boston Garden to host “home” 
games. Alvin “Doggie” Julian platooned 
two undersized quintets who had free 
rein to throw creative passes and fire 
up shots on the run. Soon they were 
dubbed “The Fancy Pants A.C.”  This 
motley crew was relatively unknown 
until, in fabled New York City’s Madi-
son Square Garden, the “Cinderella” 
Crusaders captured the 1947 NCAA 
Championship in a hallmark upset over 
powerhouse Oklahoma.

The stuff of fairy tales, right?
The barn is gone, baby, gone, a 

distant memory. Thankfully Bob Cousy 
’50 — a second-unit freshman on that 
legendary team — is close by to recall 
the season that put Holy Cross in national 
headlines.

“Mr. Cousy invited the basketball play-
ers over to his house and told us about 
playing in that era,” said Katie Doherty, 
a junior tri-captain on the women’s bas-
ketball team. “It was like seeing a myth 
spring to life.” Suddenly the cast-iron 
sculpture of Cousy that the players walk 
past at the Hart Center was talking glibly 

with them about his glory days with Holy 
Cross and the Boston Celtics.

Today, in the barn’s place, looms a $95 
million athletic complex in progress. Each 
day, it is transforming into its future splen-
dor, as was so beautifully laid out in Sasaki 
Associates’ architectural renderings. 

A stunningly futuristic lobby welcomes 
student-athletes, fans and others into the 
Luth Athletic Complex, which artfully em-
braces the remodeled Hart Center. The 
renovated basketball arena glistens with a 
newly installed floor and ceiling. Modern 
seating rings the arena and the upgraded 
hockey rink bustles with body checks and 
slap shots. And the best is yet to come.

In December of last year, the site 
prep and excavation began growling as 
bulldozers and backhoes got busy. By 
mid-March, the concrete foundations 
were poured. In mid-April, renovation 
of the Hart Center began. On April 30, 
a ceremonial beam-signing dedicated 
the Athletics Complex and recognized 
major benefactors, John E. Luth ’74, and 
his wife, Dr. Joanne Chouinard-Luth, 
whose $32.5 million gift is the largest 
in the College’s history. On Oct. 25, 
the topping-out ceremony drew a large 
crowd and the last steel beam graced 
by an American flag was raised into the 
sky and guided into place by union iron 
workers from Local 7. On Friday, Oct. 28, 
right on schedule, the renovated Hart 
Center was christened by the men’s ice 

hockey team, which shut out Brown, 3-0, 
before a thousand cheering fans.

“It is a very complicated project,” 
confessed Derek Sharp, the BOND 
project director. BOND has built a litany 
of super structures such as Harvard 
University’s Northwest Laboratories and 
Boston’s Hynes Convention Center.

Sharp concedes there are high 
hurdles being cleared in melding the in-
ner workings of an enormous new build-
ing with a 40-year-old structure needing 
substantial upgrading. 

“We had to get everything up to cur-
rent code. Electrical, plumbing, sprinkler 
systems. We had to ensure that the 
building would meet ADA accessibility 
standards,” said Sharp. “As we took the 
inside apart, we found many surprises 
such as utilities which were not sup-
posed to be there.”

Public safety is a prime concern. You 
don’t start swinging around in mid-air a 
couple of trusses weighing 75 tons and 
spanning 192 feet without taking every 
conceivable precaution. So keep out 
fencing is up. Warning signs are posted. 
Security is omnipresent. “We are work-
ing in and around the Hart Center with 
heavy equipment. Crowds are coming 
to games at night. After a day’s work, 
we have to clean up with an abundance 
of caution so nobody will get hurt on 
egresses,’’ added Sharp.

Perhaps the most precious personage 
to be protected was the life-sized statue 
of Bob Cousy ’50 at the Hart Center. 

Members of the Men’s and Women’s Basketball teams step into 
the remodeled Hart Center basketball court for the first time, 
and then (right) put the remodeled court to use.

Building the    Game-Changer
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“First thing we did is put the Bob 
Cousy statue in a box, and put him in 
storage,” noted Sharp. “The new lobby 
covers the spot where the statue was. It 
will be replaced on the left side of the 
reconfigured entrance when the project 
is done.” That invaluable work of art, 
sculpted by creative genius Brian Han-
lon, was dedicated on June 7, 2008.

With agility, Sharp and others con-
tinue to juggle a monumental array of 
tasks coordinating construction contrac-
tors and working with representatives 
from campus security, public relations, 
event planning and so forth. Skanska As-
sociates are directing program manage-
ment. “It’s been a challenge, but the 
folks from Holy Cross have been terrific 
to work with and the project has been 
very rewarding,” Sharp said.

Barring unforeseen setbacks, Sharp 
is confident the exterior work and much 
more will be finished by Labor Day 2017 
and the finishing touches will be com-
plete by the summer of 2018.

Naturally, paying for the $95 million 
Hart Center make-over and the Luth Ath-
letic Complex is an ongoing effort. The 
facility will feature a massive indoor prac-
tice field house with 100 yards of turf; 
an auxiliary gymnasium for hoops and 
volleyball; a 9,500 square-foot space for 
strength and conditioning; 3,000 square 
feet for sports medicine services; locker 
rooms, enlarged offices and expanded 

Holy Cross Hall of Fame displays.
“We have $65 million committed and 

hope to raise as much of the remaining 
$30 million as we can to minimize what 
the College has to borrow,” explains Phil 
Gibson ’95, director of leadership giving. 
The project is part of a $400 million fund-
raising drive entitled “Become More: 
Campaign for the Future of Holy Cross.” 
About $264 million had been raised as 
of early November, according to Gibson. 
Gibson and other Advancement officers 
are being creative in their quest to pay off 
the Luth Athletic Complex. Naming rights 
— for everything from the front lobby to 
the massive practice facility — are being 
offered as donation incentives. Nearly 100 
opportunities are on the naming-rights 
list. Already one group, spearheaded by 
former basketball players Bill Doran ’77 
and Jim McCaffrey ’86, has pledged $1.4 
million to name the basketball practice 
gym after their coach George Blaney ’61, 
a Holy Cross Hall of Famer. [See story in 
this issue of Crusader Nation.] 

The Luth Athletic Complex, it is 
hoped, will underline the College’s com-
mitment to excellence and make the 27 
varsity sports competitive against league 
foes and beyond. The wild enthusiasm 
on campus and among alumni last 
March when the Crusader men ad-
vanced in the NCAA basketball tourna-
ment clearly demonstrated how athletics 
can inspire school spirit.

“Holy Cross has a long tradition of 
academic and athletic accomplishment,” 
said Bill Gibbons, in his 32nd year as 
Women’s Head Basketball Coach. Indeed, 
when Cousy and his mates won a na-
tional title, Holy Cross was an all-male 
conclave of under 900, mostly Irish-
Americans. There were only eight teams 
invited to the NCAA tournament. Today 
the College, with 2,916 students and 
750 varsity athletes, is a far more diverse 
campus in a brave new world with “bold 
vision,” as Rev. Philip L. Boroughs, S.J., 
president, has said.

“We can already feel the excite-
ment in practices,” said Gibbons. “The 
renovated Hart Center is uplifting to our 
student-athletes and student body and 
invigorating for an old coach like me.” 
Gibbons noted that the expansion is 
already helping with recruiting efforts.

“When the Hart Center opened [in 
1975], we had the best facilities in the 
league,” said Gibbons, who, as a high 
school senior, shook Rev. Francis J. Hart’s, 
S.J., hand on the day the Center was 
dedicated to the venerable Dean of In-
tramurals. “But we needed to rejuvenate 
our facilities in order to keep up with our 
competition. This goes above and be-
yond and lifts the Cross higher than ever.”  

John W. Gearan ’65 was an award-
winning reporter and columnist for the 
Worcester Telegram & Gazette for 36 
years. He retired from the newspaper 
in 2001. 

Building the    Game-Changer
By John Gearan ’65
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Whoever said “nice guys finish last” 
never met George Blaney ’61, 
P89, 88, 86. Blaney coached the 

Holy Cross Men’s Basketball team for 
22 years (longer than any coach in 
Holy Cross history), posted a record of 
357 wins (making him the winningest 
coach for Holy Cross Men’s Basketball), 
and led the school to eight national 
post-season appearances. An All-New 
England selection as a player for Holy 
Cross, Blaney was drafted in the fourth 
round of the NBA draft by the New York 
Knicks, and played the 1961-62 season.

Not only does he have a stellar career 
history, he’s also touted by his friends 
as the “epitome of what Holy Cross 
stands for” —  he’s sincere, humble, 
hardworking, and so much more.

Last winter, in honor of their 55th 
reunion, a group of 1961 alumni rallied 
funding for the new practice court at 
the Hart Center to name it after their 
long-time friend. They joined several 
former basketball players under Coach 
Blaney and, together, led the charge. 

“It blows my mind to know there are 
so many players and friends who think 
so much of me,” says Blaney. “The 
practice court is where I’ve always 
been able to sort things out, whether 
as a player — to work on some part 
of my game — or as a coach to make 
improvements on our team,” he con-
tinues. “This is very special. I can never 
thank them enough.”

Former players are quick to share how 
much they learned under Coach Blaney 
— and that’s not limited to basketball. 
Blaney credits his own high school 
basketball coach, Jerry Halligan, for 
teaching him what it takes to be a great 
leader. “He taught me that enthusiasm 

Honoring George Blaney ’61: 
Leader, Mentor, Friend

Sometimes, the most important basketball lessons are taught off-court
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and energy are so important to the 
game,” Blaney remembers. “I picked 
that up from him. I also learned that 
practice was the place to teach how 
to compete, how to be tough, and 
how to treat people.”  

Blaney and his wife, Maryellen, have 
five children (three are Holy Cross 
graduates). One of Blaney’s grand-
children, Bridget ’20 (whose parents 
are also alumni), began at Holy Cross 
this fall. She’s the seventh Blaney to 
attend the College.

The following are thoughts from a 
few of those classmates and former 
players who led this effort: Dick Con-
nolly ’61, John Connors ’61, John 
Ferguson ’61, Bill Doran ’77, P16, 
and Jim McCaffrey ’86. 

How did you meet George?
JC: George and I met pre-season, 
freshman year, 1957. We played 
some one-on-one in the gym, and he 
was quick — the quickest jump shot I 

ever saw. I really got to know George 
through his roommate, Joe, because 
we studied mathematics together 
in their dorm room. That was more 
than 55 years ago, and we are still 
good friends.

DC: Well, I certainly didn’t meet him 
in the library! We were associated 
with the same group of guys at Holy 
Cross, and about 20 of us remain 
close today. 

JF: As a young college student, one 
looks up to those with leadership 
qualities. George was a leader and a 
standout as a student and as a gifted 
basketball player. It has been my 
privilege to share a friendship with 
George, a man of character, integrity 
and strong moral values. 

BD: Coach Blaney recruited me in the 
mid-70s. I remember he stayed for 
dinner at my house in New Jersey. 
My parents loved him. You couldn’t 
help but love him.

JM: I met Coach Blaney when I 
transferred to Holy Cross. From the 

Left: George Blaney ‘61
Above: Sasaki’s rendering of the new 
Blaney practice gym in the Luth Athletic 
Complex.
Below: Coach Blaney on the sideline in 
the Hart Center.
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beginning, he was understated and 
humble, a teacher, and a family guy. 
I also knew how much he loved Holy 
Cross. When he spoke about the Col-
lege, it was always from the heart. 

Why did you support naming the 
practice court after George?
JF: George deserves this. He dedicated 
26 years to the College and was and is 
an outstanding representative of Holy 
Cross and also a great player and coach. 
No one has done more for Holy Cross 
Men’s Basketball than George Blaney. 

JC: George was a great player as a stu-
dent and a great coach throughout his 
career. And he is also a great person and 
a great friend. There are no frills about 
George. He is honest, kind, and straight-
forward. His character and personality 
can be described in one word: com-
posed. As a student, he didn’t carouse. 
As a coach, he was always in control. He 
never screamed at players or ran up and 
down the sideline. 

DC: As a student and classmate, George 
was always a gentleman, a great athlete 
and a team player. He later coached 
that way and became one of the great 

basketball players in the history of Holy 
Cross. He has always been a class act. 
No wise-guy stuff. When he became a 
coach, I remember thinking, that’s who I 
would pick for my son to play for.

BD: I give Coach Blaney a lot of credit for 
helping me develop as a person. I was 
shy and quiet in the beginning, and he 
gave me confidence in my abilities. It 
wasn’t only me. He saw things in people 
they didn’t always see in themselves. As 
players, we still talk about that. In addi-
tion to being a great coach, George is 
an amazing guy. He has been a part of 
my whole life. When my father passed 
away last year, he was very supportive. 
It meant a lot at the time, and I am glad 
we are close. 

JM: When the Hart Center reconstruc-
tion was announced, Bill Doran ’77 
approached me regarding naming the 
practice gym after Coach Blaney. It was 
a natural way for all of us to contribute. 

What Holy Cross basketball moments 
will you always remember?
JF: One of many moments that reflected 
the greatness and talent of the Blaney-
led 1961 team was the game on national 
television against number one-ranked 
West Virginia. Blaney drew the assign-
ment of defending Jerry West, the best 
player in the country at that time. West 
Virginia rallied to defeat Holy Cross 
96-90. Holy Cross finished the season 
ranked 13th in the country.

JM: I’ll never forget when we upset na-
tionally ranked Iona my junior year. But 
more than that, I will always remember 
practice. In practice, Coach taught us 
life lessons — lessons about discipline, 
respect, and humility, and recogniz-
ing that there are things in life you can 
and cannot control. He taught me and 
dozens of other guys that the one thing 
you can control is how hard you work 
and how focused you are. Intensity and 
discipline are habits, and require repeti-
tion each and every day.

BD:  The practice gym was where he 
emphasized hard work. And in practice, 
we worked hard. Besides basketball, 
he built our character, and he always 
pushed us to do more. As a result, we 
were a good team and very competi-
tive. I also remember he told us that the 

friends we meet at Holy Cross would be 
the friends we would have for the rest of 
our lives. That was so true for me. 

JM: He also imparted on all of us that 
it’s not necessary to be the person who 
yells the loudest. Sometimes it’s what 
you don’t say. He had it, he has it, and 
it’s a lost art. When I think about Coach 
as a leader, I think about him being a 
consistent support to all of us. 

Why do you support Holy Cross? 
JM: Many of the great things in my life 
started at Holy Cross. I met my wife, Gina 
’84, at Holy Cross, and many of my great 
friends. For me, supporting the culture 
and values of Holy Cross is something 
that can be passed along to the genera-
tions of students to come. When I watch 
my son, Mike ’18, play football, I see how 
Holy Cross continues to support and pro-
vide the resources students need. Holy 
Cross develops graduates with values 
that prepare students for a global world, 
and that, for me, is worth supporting.

DC: Holy Cross was and is a great envi-
ronment for students. It gave us guid-
ance in terms of morals and ethics, and 
the students who graduate today are 
well-rounded and ready to make a differ-
ence in society. Both my wife, Ann Marie 
’74, and I have supported Holy Cross 
since we left.

JF: I continue to feel a deep loyalty to 
Holy Cross. I also want to support its 
future and make it a place the best stu-
dents want to come.

BD: I have a strong love for the College 
and strong relationships with the people 
there. I want to always give back to Holy 
Cross, as the College has given me so 
much. 

JC: I continue to be inspired by what 
I learned at Holy Cross more than 50 
years ago. It was there I was taught to 
work hard — that hard work is what 
brings rewards. For me, personally, that 
philosophy was the best lesson for me as 
a student, and what I carried with me as 
I went through medical school. Today, I 
am still overwhelmed by the spirit of our 
class, the beautiful campus, and every-
thing the College has to offer.

By Jill Caseria

Blaney (#12) takes the ball to the hoop 
against Niagara University.
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Ram-Crusader 
Cup Weekend 
in New York City
Over Veteran’s Day weekend, Nov. 11-13, 
purple pride could be seen across Manhattan 
as Holy Cross alumni, family, friends, and stu-
dents joined together in New York City. Events 
included a spirited early morning appearance 

on NBC’s Today show; a special 
President’s Council reception held 
aboard the U.S.S. Intrepid; “Oh 
What a Night (Before),” an alumni 
event at the Chelsea Ainsworth; a 
joint service project with Fordham 
at the Church of St. Paul the Apos-
tle; and of course, the football 
game in historic Yankee Stadium. 

It seemed that purple was everywhere: in the 
subway, in hotel lobbies, in the streets and bars 
near the stadium, and in Yankee Stadium itself. 
As many attendees were heard to say, “it was a 
magical weekend for Holy Cross.”

1  Ryan George ‘10, 
Brendan McCrea ‘11, Matt 
Croglio ‘12, John Sills ‘10, 
Coach Greg DiCenzo, Jim 
Sweeney ‘01, Assistant Ed 
Kahovec, Assistant Jason 
Falcon, and Chris Sintetos  
‘12 catch up at the 
Ainsworth Friday night. 
2  Eugene ‘93 and 
Maura Fredey ‘94 and their 
daughters pose with the 
Crusader in the Delta Club 
during the pre-game party.
3  Brian Kelley ‘83 and 
Michael Barrett ‘84 hosted 
a group of their class-
mates, teammates, and 
family at Yankee Stadium.
4  U.S. Supreme Court 
Chief Justice John Roberts 
and Father Boroughs 
visited during the game. 
5  Former Chair of the 
Athletics Committee Bill 
Doran ‘77, P16 gathers 
with family and friends.
6  Honorary Captains 
Gordie Lockbaum ‘88, 
Vince Promuto ‘60, and 
Jim Delehaunty ‘67, P90, 
participate in the ceremo-
nial coin toss with Athletics 
Director Nathan Pine.

1

3

5

2

4

6
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Karl Charles ’19: Men’s Basketball

Tricia Byrne ’18: Women’s Basketball

Forward Karl Charles ’19 made an immediate impact on the 
team last season and started all 35 games. He earned Patriot 
League All-Rookie honors in 2016, and was selected to the 
Patriot League All-Tournament team after helping to lead the 
Crusaders to the conference title. Charles ranked third on the 
team in scoring, averaging 10.6 points per game, and made 
79.2 percent of his free throws. 

Karl is ambidextrous: he shoots left-handed and writes 
right-handed.

He is an avid reader, and his favorite book is Outliers by 
Malcolm Gladwell.

Karl is the oldest of three boys. His brothers, Jonah and 
Sebastian, both attend his high school (Rutgers Prep).

His parents are both from Haiti, but he was born in New 
Jersey.

His teammates call him Chuck: short for Charles, and because 
a “chuck” in basketball refers to someone who doesn’t pass.

He tore his ACL during junior year of high school.

Karl practiced yoga over the summer after seeing the positive 
effects it had on former teammates. He liked the peacefulness 
and the intensity and focus.

Karl has played the piano for many years. “Für Elise” is his 
favorite song to play.

He lives in Roselle, N.J.

Chipotle is a favorite place of his to have a meal. 

Guard Tricia Byrne has been a key player on the hardwood 
for the Crusaders, playing in 58 games over the last two 
seasons. She scored in double-digits 12 times last year, 
while hitting 45.5 percent of her three-point field goal at-
tempts. Byrne is a two-time selection to the Patriot League 
Academic Honor Roll, and is a veteran in the Holy Cross 
Leadership Academy.

Tricia was born in Scranton, Pa., but has never seen an 
episode of The Office.

She is pursuing a self-designed major titled “Philosophy, 
Politics, and Economics.”

Tricia formerly wore number four, but changed to number one 
for the 2016-17 season. When she had the opportunity to 
change her number, she picked one that resonated with her.

She interned at Sphere Consulting over the summer of 2016 as 
a Manager of Issues and Reputations in Washington, D.C.

Her favorite food is pickles.

Tricia can juggle and ride a unicycle, but not at the same time.

Attended Scranton Prep. and served as captain of the basketball 
team for three years.

She walked the hills of Holy Cross for the first time when she 
was 10 years-old. Her eldest sister was touring campus and she 
was tagging along.

She wears her hair the same for every game — ponytail with a 
headband.

Tricia is the youngest of five children, with three sisters and 
one brother.
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2017 Winter 
and Spring 

Sports

February  
 1  Men’s Basketball vs. Colgate  7:05  p.m.
 2  Women’s Ice Hockey vs. Nichols  7:05  p.m.
 3  Men’s & Women’s Swimming & 
     Diving vs. Springfield  6:00  p.m.
  Men’s Ice Hockey vs. AIC  7:05  p.m.
 4  Women’s Lacrosse vs. Boston College  11:05  a.m.
  Women’s Basketball vs. Bucknell  12:05  p.m.
  Women’s Ice Hockey vs. Norwich  2:05  p.m.
 8  Women’s Basketball vs. Lafayette  7:05  p.m.
 11  Women’s Lacrosse vs. Fairfield  11:05  a.m.
  Men’s Lacrosse vs. Providence  2:05  p.m.
 12  Men’s Basketball vs. Lehigh  12:05  p.m.
 14  Show Your Love. Give Purple!               24 hours
 15  Men’s Basketball vs. Army West Point  7:05  p.m.
 16  Women’s Ice Hockey vs. St. Anselm  7:05  p.m.
 17  Men’s Ice Hockey vs. Army West Point  7:05  p.m.
 18  Women’s Basketball vs. American  1:05  p.m.
  Women’s Ice Hockey vs. Franklin Pierce  2:05  p.m.
  Women’s Lacrosse vs. Iona  4:05  p.m.
 21  Men’s Lacrosse vs. Harvard  4:05  p.m.
 22  Men’s Basketball vs. Loyola (Md.)  7:05  p.m.
 25  Men’s Lacrosse vs. Lehigh  11:05  a.m.
  Men’s Basketball vs. Boston 
     University (Winter Homecoming)   TBD

March  
 1  Women’s Lacrosse vs. New Hampshire  5:05  p.m.
  Women’s Basketball vs. Loyola (Md.)  7:05  p.m.
 11  Women’s Lacrosse vs. Ohio State  12:05  p.m.
 14  Baseball vs. Boston College  5:05  p.m.
 18  Women’s Lacrosse vs. Lehigh  11:05  a.m.
  Men’s Lacrosse vs. Army West Point  2:05  p.m.
 21  Baseball vs. Massachusetts  5:05  p.m.
 22  Men’s Tennis vs. Roger Williams  3:30  p.m.
 26  Baseball vs. Yale (DH)  1:05  p.m.
 30  Men’s Tennis vs. Roger Williams  4:00  p.m.
  Women’s Tennis vs. Trinity  4:00  p.m.

April  
 1  Men’s Tennis vs. Boston University  9:00  a.m.
  Women’s Rowing vs. Colgate  9:00  a.m.
  Men’s Lacrosse vs. Navy  11:05  a.m.
  Baseball vs. Navy (DH)  2:05  p.m.
  Women’s Lacrosse vs. Bucknell  2:05  p.m.
 2  Baseball vs. Navy (DH)  1:05  p.m.
 5  Baseball vs. Dartmouth  4:05  p.m.
 8  Women’s Tennis vs. Colgate  2:00  p.m.
   Men’s Tennis vs. Colgate  3:00  p.m.
  Baseball vs. Lehigh (DH)  2:05  p.m.
  Women’s Lacrosse vs. Loyola (Md.)  2:05  p.m.
 9  Men’s Tennis vs. Bentley  9:00 a.m.
  Women’s Tennis vs. Bentley  10:00  a.m.
  Baseball vs. Lehigh (DH)  1:05  p.m.
 12  Softball vs. Marist (DH)  2:35  p.m.
 15  Women’s Rowing vs. Connecticut  9:00  a.m.
  Men’s Lacrosse vs. Colgate  12:05  p.m.
  Softball vs. Lehigh (DH)  12:05  p.m.
 16  Softball vs. Lehigh  12:05  p.m.
 19  Baseball vs. Siena  5:05  p.m.
  Women’s Lacrosse vs. Boston University  7:05  p.m.
 22  Women’s Rowing vs. Lehigh, MIT & 
      Rhode Island  9:00  a.m.
  Men’s & Women’s Track & Field Holy 
      Cross Invitational  11:05  a.m.
  Women’s Tennis vs. Roger Williams  1:00  p.m.
  Baseball vs. Bucknell (DH)  2:05  p.m.
 23  Women’s Rowing vs. Boston University & 
      Bucknell  9:00  a.m.
  Women’s Tennis vs. Johnson & Wales  12:00  p.m.
  Baseball vs. Bucknell (DH)  1:05  p.m.
 24  Men’s Tennis vs. UMass Dartmouth  3:30  p.m. 
 25  Softball vs. Siena (DH)  2:35  p.m.
  Men’s Track & Field vs. Rhode Island &
      Worcester State  3:00  p.m.
 29  Men’s Rowing vs. Trinity, Wesleyan & 
  Williams  8:00  a.m.  
  Softball vs. Bucknell (DH)  12:05  p.m.
 30  Women’s Rowing Eastern Sprints  9:00  a.m.
  Softball vs. Bucknell  12:05  p.m.

Calendar

Basketball: Hart Center
Ice Hockey: Hart Center
Baseball: Fitton Field
Basketball: Hart Center
Ice Hockey: Hart Center

Lacrosse: Kuzniewski Field
Rowing:  Lake Quinsigamond
Softball: Freshman Field
Swimming & Diving: Hart Center
Tennis: Sinnott Family Tennis Facility
Track & Field: Hart Track

Home Venues
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In keeping with our competitive spirit, Holy 
Cross will try to best last year’s successful 
Give Purple Challenge with another 
micro-challenge. For 24 hours on February 14, 
join the entire Holy Cross Community 
and show your love for Holy Cross. 
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CATCHING UP WITH Crusaders
Ted Bettencourt ‘96
Mayor Talks Leadership Lessons

 Ted Bettencourt continues to employ 
a spirit of competitiveness and team-
work that he cultivated at Holy Cross 
into all aspects of his life beyond the 

Hill. Before graduating in 1996, Bet-
tencourt, a native of Peabody, Mass., 
played basketball and baseball at Holy 
Cross and captained the men’s bas-
ketball team his senior year. A political 
science major, and now the mayor of 
Peabody, Bettencourt attributes his suc-
cess after Holy Cross, and specifically 
in local government, to the lessons he 
learned both on and off the court at the 
College.

“Holy Cross athletics were critical 
in shaping my direction,” says Betten-
court, “in particular the importance of 
team work, discipline, unselfishness, 
and having a team goal.”

Bettencourt thinks back to his first 
year at Holy Cross when they played in 
the NCAA tournament against Arkansas 
at Wake Forest in front of 15,000 people.

“I was grateful to be able to share 
and enjoy that experience with my 

teammates and coaches,” he says. 
Although they lost, Bettencourt fondly 
looks back at the experience as a defin-
ing moment.

After graduating from the College, 
Bettencourt earned a juris doctorate de-
gree from Suffolk University Law School, 
and soon after, found himself back in 
his hometown of Peabody, to which he 
always had a deep attachment. Back 
home, Bettencourt became involved in 
his community through volunteering in 
city projects. His involvement grew as he 
took on roles in local government, serv-
ing on the city council and eventually as 
council president and the city councilor-
at- large, as well as the finance chairman 
for multiple terms before running for 
mayor of Peabody in 2011.

The lessons of teamwork and deter-
mination that Bettencourt cultivated as 
a varsity athlete at the College came 
in handy while running for mayor. He 
knocked on thousands of doors, at-
tended countless meetings, and put 
huge amounts of time and energy into 

achieving this goal. Focused, commit-
ted, and goal-oriented, Bettencourt 
is now in his third term as mayor of 
Peabody, making strides in supporting 
the people and future of his city.

“It’s a great feeling to create a 
goal, build the team, put in the work, 
and then see the result. The values I 
developed at Holy Cross have played 
a role in all of this,” says Bettencourt, 
who recently saw another goal come to 
fruition with the completion of a new 
middle school in Peabody.

In addition to developing his skills for 
success through athletics and academ-
ics at Holy Cross, Bettencourt also 
embraced the Jesuit mission of being 
men and women for and with others, 
through his participation in the Cap-
tains Counsel, a group that worked with 
the administration to organize outreach 
to local high schools and youth groups 
in Worcester.

Bettencourt’s commitment to serv-
ing others continues now in his role in 
local office, where he actively works 
with young men and women, as well as 
senior citizens, in his community.

Bettencourt’s commitment to the 
people of Peabody runs parallel with 
his commitment to his wife, Andrea, 
and three daughters, Taylor, Allyson, 
and Avery. Bettencourt describes him-
self as a weekend sports dad and finds 
much joy in coaching his daughters’ 
teams. He says that he was fortunate 
that his father was his coach for much 
of his life, explaining, “I want to be 
that for my daughters and be able to 
connect with them through sports and 
teach them the lessons I have learned.”

Even with such a packed schedule, 
Bettencourt stays connected with a 
great group of friends from Holy Cross 
and tries to get to a few games every 
year.

He embodies what it means to be a 
Crusader, even now, years after leaving 
Mount St. James.

By Grainne Fitzpatrick ’17Ted Bettencourt at the Donahue Complex at Peabody Veteran’s Memorial High School. 

“It’s a great 
feeling to create 
a goal, build the 
team, put in the 
work, and then 
see the result. 
The values I 
developed at 
Holy Cross have 
played a role in 
all of this.”



“We had just raised the 
NCAA Tournament 
banner before the 
Quinnipiac game. 
We were pumped up. Last year we 
put in a lot of hard work, and that 
banner is a reminder of what we 
can accomplish. We’d like to raise 
another banner in 2017, but we 
have a long way to go to accom-
plish that. We’ll continue putting 
in exceptional effort over the long 
haul to win games and have a shot 
at another championship.”

What I Was Thinking

#20 Jehyve Floyd ’19
6’ 7” Forward from Sayreville, N.J.
December 11, 2016
Holy Cross win over Quinnipiac
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What I Was Thinking



Kenny Acquah ’16 (Bronx, N.Y.) Football 
“I give because of the opportunities that Holy Cross provides students of all backgrounds. I come from 
a community where many of my peers were limited in their college choices due to financial constraints. 
Holy Cross is one of the unique schools which aids in mitigating these kinds of situations. I appreciate 
Holy Cross and I give so that those like me will continue to be provided with an opportunity to obtain 
an elite education and ultimately become a man or woman for and with others.” 

 

Laurie Karoline Noreika ’10 (New Fairfield, Conn.) Women’s Lacrosse
“Playing lacrosse at Holy Cross was a dream come true! I am filled with joy when I think about the times 
I spent with my teammates on the Hill. It was an unforgettable experience. I consider my teammates my 
family and I still keep in touch with them. I donate because I want current and future players to have the 
best experience they can and to make memories that will last forever, just like mine. It is incredible to 
see the improvements that are currently underway in Athletics. I can’t wait to see what the future holds 
for the Crusaders!” 

Chuck Doyle ’86 (Tiburon, Calif.) Football 
“My experience at Holy Cross, be it the friendships I formed or the values instilled in me, has helped 
define both my personal and professional life. As St. Ignatius of Loyola said: ‘Love is shown more in 
deeds than in words.’ It gives my wife, Jennifer ’87, and me great pleasure to give back to the College 
and its Athletics program that provided so much to us. Our continued support of Holy Cross and 
the football program will ensure that many generations of student-athletes will have the top-notch
opportunities that we were so fortunate to have.”
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