
BeingMore

    

Volume 2, Number 2     Fall 2016 A Chronicle of Holy Cross Philanthropy

Become More | Campaign for the Future of Holy Cross surpasses $257 million}

Printed  
Exclusively  

for our  
Leadership  

Donors

Class of ‘66 Funds 12 Holy Cross Students
page 7

Education is the Key
page 5

Honoring George Blaney ‘61
page 9

The Thomas P. Joyce ’59  
Contemplative Center opens
New facility is dedicated to prayer and reflection      
Page 3

}



“This is the fruition of a dream,” says the director of the Office  
of the College Chaplains, Marybeth Kearns-Barrett ’84. 
     She was referring to the opening of the College’s newest  
facility, the Thomas P. Joyce ’59 Contemplative Center. Located 
on a 52-acre site in West Boylston, Mass., the Center is one of 
the major initiatives of the College’s “Become More” campaign 
— and is the first capital project to be completed. Just a  
20-minute drive from Mount St. James, the Center will allow  
expanded and additional retreat and discernment programming 
for students, alumni, faculty, and staff. 
     Retreats and contemplative opportunities have long been one 
of the central elements of the student experience at Holy Cross. 
In particular, The Spiritual Exercises of Ignatius Loyola has been  
a cornerstone in the process of students’ spiritual discernment 
and reflection. Countless retreatants have called the retreat 
“life-changing,” and cited it as one of the most memorable 
weeks of their four years on Mount St. James. But for years, the 
College was forced to secure facilities that were often distant 
from campus, limited in terms of space, or unsuited to the needs 
of the retreat. 
     “We have always wanted a permanent home,” says  
Kearns-Barrett. “A space where the pace of life can be slowed  
in order to allow for the contemplation that can bring  
self-knowledge and wisdom. The Joyce Center marks the  
start of a new era. The College now has its own beautiful facility 
dedicated to prayer and reflection. We are so grateful and  
excited.” 
     “The Contemplative Center is an important statement about 
who we are,” says College President, Philip L. Boroughs, S.J.  
“As a Jesuit and Catholic institution, this striking facility em-
bodies our commitment to becoming contemplatives in action, 
engaging in prayerful discernment, and developing an openness 
to God’s transformative and healing love for us. So formed, we 
can engage the needs of our world with greater compassion and 
justice. I am pleased that this is this first capital project of our 
campaign to be completed as it is so central to our institutional 
mission.” 
     Rev. William R. Campbell, S.J., ’87, the College’s vice  
president for Mission agrees. “This will allow us to better fulfill 
our responsibility to the development of the whole person,”  
he says. “The Contemplative Center will be a sanctuary for Holy 
Cross, a sacred place for renewal — both individually and as a 
community.”
     At a ribbon-cutting ceremony and blessing of the facility on 
Sept. 10, Thomas P. Joyce Jr. ’82, spoke for his entire family.   
     “I want to say how delighted we are to help create this mag-
nificent center for contemplation, for deepening and enriching 
the faith of our Holy Cross community,” he said. “This Center is 
our way of saying thank you in a manner that never seemed  
possible in Dad’s short time on earth.” 
     Going forward, Kearns-Barrett believes that the new building 
will allow the College to offer more vibrant, varied and frequent 
retreats for students, faculty and staff, and the alumni community. 
     “The response we have received from the alumni who have 
participated in our retreats has been tremendous,” according to 
Kearns-Barrett. “We tested out a few alumni retreats over the 
past couple of years and found that while some who attended 
had participated in a retreat as students, for many the alumni 
retreat was their first retreat experience. What they all had in 
common was gratitude for the experience afterward.”
     “There is no one type of person who should go on retreat,” 
she says. “We like to say that our programs, ‘meet you where 

A Place of Stillness and  
Contemplation

 

Greetings,

Welcome to the latest issue of Being More, your guide to the progress of the College’s 
“Become More” campaign. After last spring’s official kickoff of the campaign, we are 
delighted to report that we are witnessing an impressive level of momentum in our  
ambitious endeavor. 

That momentum was evident on Sept. 10, when the campaign’s first major project, the 
Thomas P. Joyce ’59 Contemplative Center, was dedicated. Fr. Boroughs presided over a 
memorable ribbon-cutting ceremony, before blessing each room of the College’s newest 
facility. The Contemplative Center will be a “sacred space” where students and alumni 
can reflect, pray, and participate in a variety of the retreat programs that have long been 
such an essential component of the Holy Cross experience. Please visit the website of the 
Chaplains’ Office to read about — and perhaps register for — the new programming that 
will be taking place at the Center. 

In terms of philanthropy, it was a record-breaking year for Holy Cross. Once again, we 
surpassed our 50 percent goal for alumni giving. The importance of reaching this goal 
cannot be overstated. These gifts are vital to meeting our operating budget and fulfilling 
our mission as a need blind/meets-full-need institution. Furthermore, exceeding  
50 percent has broad-reaching benefits for us as an institution — and speaks volumes 
about our loyal and engaged alumni. A total of 21,074 alumni, parents, students,  
employees, and friends made gifts to the College — adding up to a total in donations of 
$46.7 million for fiscal year 2015-16. In terms of the “Become More” campaign, we have 
now reached $257 million toward our $400 million goal. 

On behalf of everyone involved in the campaign, we want to express our deepest  
gratitude for your generosity. As we have stated in the past, our goals for “Become More” 
are bold. We fully recognize that we cannot succeed without the support, loyalty, and 
passion of the entire Holy Cross community. 

With last year’s great success in mind, and on the wave of momentum we have  
established, let’s charge forward together. As we write, construction on the next major 
project of the campaign, the Hart Center at the Luth Athletic Complex, is in full swing.  
If you’re able to visit campus in the months ahead, you will be impressed by the progress 
already made on this game-changing facility. It is a testament to the vision and the drive 
of those who believe in Holy Cross.

We believe that “Become More” will enhance every aspect of the educational experience 
at Holy Cross. We know that you share this belief. We look forward to the year ahead with 
enthusiasm and excitement. Working together over the coming four years, we will write 
the next storied chapter in the history of this very special College on the Hill.

FROM THE CAMPAIGN CO-CHAIRS

Anne Schiffmann Fink ’85,P17              Richard Patterson ’80              William Phelan ’73,P04,01,99

Send ideas, thoughts, and comments.  
We want to hear from you. 

Office of Advancement 
College of the Holy Cross
One College Street
Worcester, MA 01610
508-793-3776 
stewardship@holycross.edu
www.holycross.edu/becomemore
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Mary and Thomas P. Joyce Family  
Foundation

Claire and Thomas P. Joyce Jr. ‘82

Ann Marie and Bill Teuber ‘73

Margo and Carrol A. Muccia ‘58

John P. Mullman ‘82

Clare K. and P. Kevin Condron ‘67

Bonnie and William J. Stoloski ‘58

Robert J. Stransky Foundation

Family of Jeremiah W. O’Connor Jr. ‘63

The College of the Holy Cross is grateful to the many individuals who  
generously contributed to the Thomas P. Joyce ‘59 Contemplative Center,  
including the following for their leadership support in creating this  
sacred place:

Jesuit Community at the College  
of the Holy Cross

Kathleen H. and John R. Welch ‘53

Family of Joan and James L. Garrity ’43

Judy and Thomas R. Beecher Jr. ‘56

Nancy K. and Thomas A. Maher ‘84

Jeffrey L. Gates and R. Michael Moran ’90

Maureen A. and Paul L. Robert ‘77

Vali Kahn and Jeannie Seidler ‘96
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“This is the fruition of a dream,” says the director of the Office  
of the College Chaplains, Marybeth Kearns-Barrett ’84. 
     She was referring to the opening of the College’s newest  
facility, the Thomas P. Joyce ’59 Contemplative Center. Located 
on a 52-acre site in West Boylston, Mass., the Center is one of 
the major initiatives of the College’s “Become More” campaign 
— and is the first capital project to be completed. Just a  
20-minute drive from Mount St. James, the Center offers  
expanded and additional retreat and discernment programming 
for students, alumni, faculty, and staff. 
     Retreats and contemplative opportunities have long been one 
of the central elements of the student experience at Holy Cross. 
In particular, The Spiritual Exercises of Ignatius Loyola has been  
a cornerstone in the process of students’ spiritual discernment 
and reflection. Countless retreatants have called the retreat 
“life-changing,” and cited it as one of the most memorable 
weeks of their four years on Mount St. James. But for years, the 
College was forced to secure facilities that were often distant 
from campus, limited in terms of space, or unsuited to the needs 
of the retreat. 
     “We have always wanted a permanent home,” says  
Kearns-Barrett. “A space where the pace of life can be slowed  
in order to allow for the contemplation that can bring  
self-knowledge and wisdom. The Joyce Center marks the  
start of a new era. The College now has its own beautiful facility 
dedicated to prayer and reflection. We are so grateful and  
excited.” 
     “The Contemplative Center is an important statement about 
who we are,” says College President, Philip L. Boroughs, S.J.  
“As a Jesuit and Catholic institution, this striking facility em-
bodies our commitment to becoming contemplatives in action, 
engaging in prayerful discernment, and developing an openness 
to God’s transformative and healing love for us. So formed, we 
can engage the needs of our world with greater compassion and 
justice. I am pleased that this is the first capital project of our 
campaign to be completed, as it is so central to our institutional 
mission.” 
     Rev. William R. Campbell, S.J., ’87, the College’s vice  
president for Mission, agrees. “This will allow us to better fulfill 
our responsibility to the development of the whole person,”  
he says. “The Contemplative Center will be a sanctuary for Holy 
Cross, a sacred place for renewal — both individually and as a 
community.”
     At a ribbon-cutting ceremony and blessing of the facility on 
Sept. 10, Thomas P. Joyce Jr. ’82, spoke for his entire family.   
     “I want to say how delighted we are to help create this mag-
nificent center for contemplation, for deepening and enriching 
the faith of our Holy Cross community,” he said. “This Center is 
our way of saying thank you in a manner that never seemed  
possible in Dad’s short time on earth.” 
     Going forward, Kearns-Barrett believes that the new building 
will allow the College to offer more vibrant, varied, and frequent 
retreats for students, faculty and staff, and the alumni community. 
     “The response we have received from the alumni who have 
participated in our retreats has been tremendous,” she says. 
“We tested out a few alumni retreats over the past couple of 
years and found that while some who attended had participated 
in a retreat as students, for many the alumni retreat was their first 
retreat experience. What they all had in common was gratitude 
for the experience afterward.”
     “There is no one type of person who should go on retreat,” 
she continues. “We like to say that our programs, ‘meet you 

A Place of Stillness and  
Contemplation

Tom Joyce ‘82 shared heartfelt thoughts 
about his father as he spoke on behalf of  
his family. 

Sandy and John Mullman ‘82 in the Saint Peter 
Faber, S.J., Dining Room

Carrol and Margo Muccia ‘58 named the  
Saint Kateri Tekakwitha Meeting Room.

Bill Teuber ‘73 and his wife, Ann Marie, whose 
early support gave critical momentum to the 
project, join Fr. Boroughs in the St. Ignatius 
Loyola Chapel. 

Jeannie Seidler ‘96 and her daughter, Frankie 
Rose, outside of the Blessed Oscar Romero 
Room with Fr. Boroughs

Kathleen and John Welch ‘53 named the  
Saint Teresa of Avila Lodge.

Asst. Chaplain Normand Gouin and students sing How Blessed is This Place.

(continued on page 6)

4



Edward J. Ludwig ’73 and Yachira M. Torres ’10 
come from different eras of Holy Cross history.  
To give just one example, the College was still 
all-male when Ed arrived on Mount St. James. 
Yachira, on the other hand, would be hard-pressed 
to imagine a Holy Cross without the presence and 
participation of women. However different their 
experience of the College might be, these two 
Crusaders are both deeply passionate about  
education — and in total agreement regarding the 
need to create opportunities for the marginalized 
and the underserved. 

Ed is the former chairman, president, and  
chief executive officer of Becton, Dickinson  
and Company, a medical technology company.  
A Certified Public Accountant, Ed received his 
master of business administration degree from 
Columbia University. A former Trustee of the 
College, Ed is a member of the President’s Council 
Benefactors Circle. Ed and his wife, Kathleen, live 
in Manhattan. They created the Joseph H. Maguire 
’58 Endowed Scholarship Fund, which provides 
scholarship assistance to first-generation college 
students from Worcester who are accepted to  
Holy Cross.  

Yachira was born in Puerto Rico, and moved to 
Worcester at the age of four. “I came to Holy Cross 
from a low-income, non-English speaking family.  
I was the first person in my family to graduate from 
college. I worked hard in high school so that I could 
attend a place like Holy Cross. That was my dream. 
In my senior year, I was elated to learn that I’d been 
accepted — and then crestfallen when I realized  
I could not afford to attend.” Yachira says that her 
“prayers were answered” when she received the 
Pedro Arrupe, S.J., Scholarship. Since her graduation 
from Holy Cross in 2010, Yachira has donated to  
the College every year. She is an 8th Grade Lead 
Teacher at Nativity School of Worcester. 

In the Jesuit tradition, Holy Cross is committed to 
educating every student who qualifies, regardless  
of his or her ability to afford tuition. “The College’s 
commitment to financial aid is a top priority,”  

“Education is the Key”
Creating the Opportunity: Mentors, Models, and a Support System

says Tracy Barlok, vice president for Advancement. 
“We are so grateful to individuals like Ed Ludwig, 
who share our values and vision regarding the 
transformational importance of higher education.”

Recently, Ed and Yachira sat down to discuss the 
impact Holy Cross has had on their lives, and their 
shared passion for education and philanthropy. 

YACHIRA: It’s such a pleasure to meet you, Ed. 
When I first heard about your interest in scholar-
ships, I thought, Great minds think alike!

ED (laughing): Well, it appears Holy Cross minds 
certainly do. Would you tell me more about your 
background, Yachira? Because it sounds like you 
were very much the kind of individual we had in 
mind when my wife and I began thinking about  
how best to invest in the College.  

YACHIRA: Sure. I moved to Worcester from Puerto 
Rico when I was four years-old. And Worcester 
quickly became my home, my community. My 
mother was my rock. A single, working mother, she 
impressed on me from the beginning the value of 
education, hard work, and responsibility to others.  
I grew up in the inner city, in the Plumley Village 
housing project. I was a public school kid. I went to 
North High, and I just worked as hard as I could, 
hoping that one day I’d have the opportunity for a 
first-rate education at a great college. 

ED: Your mother sounds like an amazing woman. 

YACHIRA: She certainly is. She wanted more for 
me. English was not her first language and she’d had 
no opportunity for higher education. But she 
wanted it for me. She never stopped encouraging 
me, helping me. She realized what it means to be 

Edward J. Ludwig ’73 and Yachira M. Torres ’10 are from different generations, and have known  
different experiences, but they are in agreement regarding the transformative power of a Holy Cross 
education — and the need to create opportunities for those to come. 

educated and the importance of having a quality 
education. And not only what it means for you,  
as an individual, but what it means in terms of 
uplifting your own family through education. This 
was a value that she had instilled in me very early 
on. Go to school, do well. Be successful, but also 
enjoy what you’re learning. My mom believed in me. 
You know, no one does it alone. 

ED: That’s exactly correct. And important to 
remember. I was also fortunate to have an amazing 
family and hear similar messages. My mom and dad 
were from the Bronx. When I was two years-old, 
they moved the family to a little town in New Jersey. 
I was the oldest of five kids. My dad was an operat-
ing engineer in the city. He ran cranes and such on 
construction projects. Hard work. My mother 
worked at home, took care of us. I went to a public 
grammar school, but we had our eyes on the  
Catholic high school. And my parents just instilled 
that ethic in me. If you work hard and study hard 
and do your best, you’ll get there. Every time we 
ever drove past the high school, we’d hear the same 
thing: You study hard and you get to go to a good school. 
That was the mantra in our house.

YACHIRA: How did you end up at Holy Cross?

ED: It’s funny. I went to Holy Cross almost  
completely by accident. Basically, the guidance 
counselor at Bergen Catholic and I went through a 
series of schools. I was accepted at both Holy Cross 
and Boston College. I chose Holy Cross. And the 
first time I ever saw the campus was on the day  
I arrived. I went in blind. So what a relief when  
I saw how beautiful Mount St. James was. It was 

everything you could ask for. And then, as often 
happens with the Holy Cross experience, I met my 
mentor. And he changed my whole life. 

YACHIRA: That’s amazing. Who was that? 

ED: That was Dean Joe Maguire ’58. Joe was a 
professor of educational psychology. He lived in 
Mulledy Hall with us. He was something of a parent 
figure for us — an older brother or an uncle. As well 
as a bit of a father-confessor. He was my class dean. 
And he was amazing. You know, we talk about how 
Holy Cross makes you a man or a woman for others. 
Well, Joe was a man for others. He was an inspira-
tion. His door was always open. If you needed him, 
he was there. And he was wise. And kind. We 
became good friends. He got to know my parents, 
my siblings, and, eventually, my wife, Kathy. He 
used to spend New Year’s Eve with us! One of those 
classic Holy Cross people who take a genuine and 
selfless interest in what happens to you. In helping 
you shape your life in the best way possible. 

YACHIRA: So that’s why you endowed a  
scholarship in his name. 

“I was a public school kid. I went to North High, and I just worked as 
hard as I could, hoping that one day I’d have the opportunity for a 
first-rate education at a great college.” — Yachira Torres ’10

(continued on page 6)
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ED: Exactly. During the last fundraising campaign, 
Kathy and I made a gift to create the Joseph H. 
Maguire ’58 Endowed Scholarship Fund, for first- 
generation college attendees. It seemed quite fitting 
to us. Joe was also a first-generation college student. 
It seemed to us a great way to honor Joe and all he 
had done for me. And for so many other students. 
In fact, I’d like to use this opportunity to encourage 
anyone who was blessed to know Joe to consider 
contributing to the Maguire Scholarship Fund in his 
memory.  

YACHIRA: I would have been a candidate for the 
Maguire Scholarship if it had existed in my day. 

ED: But you were able to find funding to attend the 
College. 

YACHIRA: Yes. I still think it’s an amazing story.  
I worked so hard with my eyes on the prize — the 
prize being Holy Cross, one of the best schools in 
the country. And then, in my senior year, I was 
accepted. My mother and I were just thrilled.  
I can’t even convey how happy we were. But almost 
immediately after that happiness, we realized  

I couldn’t afford to go. We went from thrilled to 
devastated. And that’s when something extraordi-
nary happened. I don’t think anything happens by 
accident. You know, you were speaking of Joe 
Maguire taking an interest in your future. In my 
experience, that is the essence of Holy Cross. The 
people in admissions and in financial aid and the 
Jesuits all took an interest in me and my future.  
And I received the Pedro Arrupe, S.J., Scholarship. 
Our prayers were answered. I’ve always felt it was so 
appropriate that the scholarship was named after 
this amazing Jesuit who represented my own 
interests and values.    

ED: I love your story, Yachira. My thoughts regard-
ing scholarships is both that they are absolutely 
crucial to our mission. And that it is not simply 
about writing a check. It’s about giving of yourself, 
your time, your knowledge, to assist others.  

Supporting education is, as you said, about chang-
ing lives, changing futures. That’s our principal area 
of philanthropy at Holy Cross. My wife and I feel 
that a scholarship is what we call a “cycle-buster.” 
My wife and I were both beneficiaries of first-rate 
educations, which gave us a great and meaningful 
life. You said earlier, No one does it alone. I had my 
parents and teachers and, of course, Joe Maguire 
counseling me. So for me, giving back means 
helping to create a foundation where individuals  
can have this opportunity to become educated and 
productive and, because of this, eventually also  
give back to the community. And I know that’s  
your feeling as well. Not only are you a regular  
contributor to the College, but you chose a career  
in education and to work at a Nativity School. 

YACHIRA: I believe this is where I was supposed to 
end up. I actually feel as if, because of having had 
that scholarship, I have a responsibility to carry out 
the legacy of Fr. Arrupe. One of the things that 
scholarship did for me was to enable me to go 
abroad junior year and study in Spain. While I was 
in Spain, I kind of lived out his motto of falling  
in love and staying in love and having that love 
decide everything. In my case, I fell in love with  
10 middle school boys whom I tutored on the island 
of Mallorca. It grew into a love that became a 

passion. I knew that I wanted to work in education. 
I had not taken a single education class before  
that point. When I came back my senior year,  
I took as many education courses as I could before  
I graduated. And that was because I had met these 
children. I met Father Fagan during the second 
semester of my senior year and he asked me to visit 
Worcester Nativity School with him. When I walked 
in, I knew this was exactly where I was supposed to 
be, not only working for the Nativity school, but 
doing the extended work of the Jesuits. To continue 
to fight the good fight in terms of education with a 
particularly challenging population. Low-income, 
inner city boys need all of the love and attention and 
support that they can get from people who are going 
to be great role models for them, and who will instill 
in them the values that my mother instilled in me 
about education. 

ED:  That is wonderful, Yachira. Another great  
Holy Cross story. So much of it is about helping 
students to discover their own potential. To discover 
what is possible with support and hard work and an 
expansive vision.  

YACHIRA: We have a graduate support program  
at Nativity. We help the boys apply and enroll at 
different high schools. And then we track them 
through high school and through college as well.  
I can’t tell you how thrilled I am that two of my first 
students are now students at Holy Cross. 

ED: That’s extraordinary. That’s such a perfect 
example of living the mission. The benefits of this 
are so abundant for both giver and receiver. We’ve 
been so fortunate in what we’ve come to experience 
through our focus on education and scholarships. 
We’ve gotten to know these amazing students who 
send us notes and include us in their lives. We 
exchange birthday cards. We go to the graduations. 
It’s so enriching and satisfying. 

YACHIRA: I teach my 8th graders here to focus  
on what we call the “Three Ts” — which is Time, 
Talent, and Treasure. Now, you might not have all 
three. But when you are showing support for 
someone else, you’re giving one of them at any given 
time. You’re sharing your gifts, no matter how little 
you have. It could be the gift of a conversation. It 
could be the gift of your presence during a difficult 
time. And that’s what I try to instill in the kids as 
well. So, eventually, when they do get the Treasure 
part going, they’ll be moved to invest in the commu-
nity, to provide opportunities, to support those most 
in need. 

ED: I’m inspired by your story, Yachira. And I’m 
excited by it. This is such a fine example of what 
Holy Cross does so well and so often. You know, we 
talk about transforming the world. And this is how 
it’s done. By transforming the individual. It has been 
wonderful talking with you. 

YACHIRA: It’s been great talking with you, Ed.  
You know, we went to Holy Cross at different times 
and, inevitably, we had different experiences. But it 
seems clear we took away the same message and the 
same vision. 

ED: Agreed!     

where you are.’ This will be a place of stillness. A place for dis-
covery and renewal.”
     Kathleen Wade ’86, agrees. A recent participant in the  
women’s retreat, Wade found the experience one of profound 
revelation. 
     “I was apprehensive going into the retreat,” she says. “It was 
held during Lent, and I steeled myself for a weekend of de-
served scolding. But in the stillness of the retreat, I encountered 
a warming, caring, merciful God I had not taken the time to see 
before. I cannot wait for the fall retreat!”
     While a long time in the making, the Thomas P. Joyce ’59 
Contemplative Center has been worth the wait. Kearns-Barrett is 
excited to utilize the new facility to its full potential. 
     “By prioritizing and investing our resources in a place that is 
designed to help us slow down and notice, a place that invites us 
to be with God,” she says, “we communicate to the Holy Cross 
family — students, alumni, staff and faculty —  that place mat-
ters. This place, this beautiful Holy Cross Joyce Contemplative 
Center, has the potential and power to shape the landscape of 
our lives.”  
    

“It is not simply about writing a check. It’s about giving of yourself, 
your time, your knowledge, to assist others.” — Ed Ludwig ’73

Thomas P. Joyce ’59 Contemplative Center (continued from page 4)

Education is the Key (continued from page 5)
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Holy Cross is a “need-blind” institution that meets the full demonstrated 
need of admitted students. Our applicants are judged solely on their  
merits, regardless of their ability to afford tuition costs. Few private American 
colleges are committed to a need-blind and meets-full-need policy. But we 
view this position as central to our mission. We remain dedicated to those 
original – and still vibrant –  purposes and principles on which Holy Cross was 
founded.

To maintain our need-blind/meets-full-need policy, we must continue to  
construct a financial aid budget sufficient to meet the needs of all our  
admitted students. Of the many challenges with which we grapple, the 
problem of a sufficient, sustainable financial aid program is one of the most 


Last year, the College allocated $51 million  

to student financial aid. That figure is expected to total 
$54 million this year.



On average, financial aid-eligible students at  
Holy Cross graduate with loans totaling $32,000.

$191 million of the College’s total  
$679 million endowment as of June 30, 2016 

(or 28 percent of all endowment funds),  
is used to fund financial aid. 

We would need additional  
endowment funds of $910 million to support 

100 percent of the College’s student aid 
budget (after aid provided by private gifts, 

grants, and government grants). 

Of the $51 million spent on financial aid in FY16,  
14 percent was funded from the endowment, 5 percent was funded 
from gifts and government grants, and the remaining 81 percent was 

funded by the College.

$

complex and difficult. Holy Cross is under constant pressure to keep tuition 
costs down while increasing financial aid dollars. The inescapable truth is, 
aside from increases in tuition, our only source of increased revenue is the 
increased giving of our dedicated and generous donors. 

Our belief that a first-rate, ethically-based education should be available to 
all qualified students requires that we marshal our resources accordingly.  
Currently, approximately two-thirds of Holy Cross students receive financial 
aid. Behind every scholarship package is a human story that involves the  
realization of inherent potential – and most important, the effect that  
realization has on our world.

A Top Priority: Our goal is to raise $65 million for financial aid during this campaign. 

The Class of 1966 generously dedicated 
its 50th Reunion contributions (upward of 
$741,000) to support 12 Holy Cross Fund 
Scholars over the next four years. Class Gift 
Chair Tom Carey ’66 and Class Co-Chair Ken 
Padgett ’66 initiated the effort, and scores 
of classmates across the country generously 
answered the call, including John Gannon ’66. 

This is the first time a Reunion class has 
supported the Holy Cross Fund Scholars 
Program. What inspired the Class of 1966 
to channel this extraordinary gift toward 
the Holy Cross Fund Scholars Program? 
How significant is this to the future of  
Holy Cross?

TC: When we started to plan for our reunion, 
the idea of scholarships came up as a way 
to memorialize our gift to the College that 
would be consistent with the mission of 
providing access to a Holy Cross education, 
regardless of applicant need. More than any-
thing else, the appeal of scholarship awards 
was the incentive that prompted our class to 

give so generously on the occasion of  
our 50th.  

JG: I am proud of Holy Cross, and I am  
especially proud of my class for funding  
12 Holy Cross Fund Scholars, making the 
unique Holy Cross experience possible for 
the deserving awardees. Our gift will keep 
on giving to the world for decades, as these 
talented and well-prepared young people, 
molded by Jesuit values, go on to make their 
lives matter as men and women for others.

How does Holy Cross continue to  
inspire you?

JG: In the 50 years since our graduation,  
Holy Cross has developed into a nationally 
ranked, top-tier academic institution.  
During my many visits, I have noted how  
the presence of women has measurably 
enhanced that academic reputation, and how 
the increase in demographic diversity has  
enriched the campus environment for learning 
and for personal and spiritual growth in the 
Jesuit tradition.

KP: My relationship with Holy Cross began in 
September of 1962. Throughout these past 
54 years, the College has transformed  
physically, but the pillars of its mission are  
still in place. Teaching, learning, research, 
civility, freedom of thought, to become men 
and women of faith and service — these are 
the defining characteristics of who we are, 
and the value-added aspects of Catholic, 
Jesuit higher education.

What is your hope for this gift?

TC: Perhaps our class’s effort will encour-
age future Reunion classes to also consider 
scholarship funding for future generations of 
Crusaders.

KP: Our gift to the College is based on our 
passion for Holy Cross. My hope is that the 
students, after they graduate, are motivat-
ed to express their passion for the College 
through similar gifts.

For more information about the Holy Cross Fund 
Scholars Program, please call (508) 793-2421 or 
email hcfund@holycross.edu.

Men (and women) for others: Class of 1966 funds 12 students for four years
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What he did at Holy Cross 
“I over-indulged at the buffet of activities and offerings at Holy Cross during  
my time there. I played saxophone in the marching band and jazz band, as well 
as for various student productions and bands. My work-study job was in the 
music library. I was active politically, and even helped to start an alternative 
newspaper.” 

What he does now 
“I am a retired partner at Goldman Sachs. I’m having a lot of fun mixing my 
time between investing, serving on various corporate and non-profit boards,  

Giving Well
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Paul Bernard ’90 

Grew up in …  
South Hadley, Massachusetts

Currently resides in …   
Singapore

Family  
Wife, Shirley; Sons, Thomas and  
Timothy; Daughter, Sarah

advising some of the companies I’ve invested in, lecturing, and, most importantly, 
spending time with my three children.”

How Holy Cross affected his life 
“It’s hard for me to overstate how much I benefitted from my four years on 
Mount St. James. I matured as a thinker, and more importantly, as a person.  
The rigor helped, too. Either as a new hire at Goldman Sachs after college, or as 
a student at Stanford Business School, I never felt disadvantaged or out-gunned 
by peers who had gone to ‘elite’ undergraduate business programs. I believe that 
says a lot about the College and its programs. I continue to benefit from the 
ability to articulate ideas clearly and persuasively.”

Memorable teachers at Holy Cross   
“Despite the fact I was an Economics major and knew I wanted to work on  
Wall Street, I did my senior honors thesis analyzing the music of Charlie Parker. 
I remember a conversation with Prof. David Schap, the chair of the Economics 
Department, and himself a saxophone player, urging me to do my thesis on 
something jazz-related. He wisely counseled me that I’d have the rest of my life 
to do research on economic or financial topics!”

How he focuses his Holy Cross philanthropy and why   
“Historically, my giving has been unrestricted. Over the past few years, I’ve  
decided to focus my giving on scholarships for students who otherwise wouldn’t 
be able to attend Holy Cross.” 

What she did at Holy Cross 
“I was a work-study student in the pub, the pizza parlor and in the Dean of  
Students office. My favorite job was working in the then-new pizza parlor in 
Hogan, where I threw dough in the air and hoped it actually landed back in my 
hands. I was also part of the Purple Key Society and a Eucharistic Minister.”

What she does now 
“This year I celebrated my 25th anniversary with JP Morgan where I am a  
Managing Director covering a portfolio of clients in the retail and apparel  
industries.”

Kathleen C. Maggi ’91 

Grew up in …  
Garden City, NY and Scottsdale, AZ

Currently resides in …   
Garden City, NY

Holy Cross family  
Sister, Christina Maggi Buckley ’89

How Holy Cross affected her life 
“As a student, I loved being part of a Catholic and Jesuit institution, and consid-
er myself lucky that my parents helped give me the opportunity. It was wonderful 
to have a church available at any time, whenever I needed a peaceful place or 
personal guidance. And I met loving, caring, and very funny people who are still 
my friends today.”

Memorable teachers at Holy Cross 
“Political Science professor J. Ann Tickner always made me think. Physics  
professor emeritus Randy R. Ross, was an amazing instructor. I never missed 
one of my astronomy classes, not even at 3 p.m. on a Friday as a senior. I still 
remember his gravity lesson: he spun around on a lazy susan, fell off, and  
exclaimed, ‘That is gravity.’ It’s funny what sticks with you.”

How she focuses her Holy Cross philanthropy and why   
“This past year, I served as co-chair of the Class of 1991’s 25th Reunion,  
as well as on the gift committee. Over the years, I have focused my giving on 
the Holy Cross Fund. When I was a student, the generosity of others helped me 
attend this great institution. I continue to contribute so qualified students have 
the opportunity to be at Holy Cross and experience everything the College  
has to offer.” 

What she did at Holy Cross 
“I was a Political Science and Spanish major. I got involved in tutoring  
Spanish, S.P.U.D., and teaching catechism in Spanish at a local Church  
in Worcester.”

What she does now 
“For the last 15 years, I was the CEO of GFR Media, the leading media  
company in Puerto Rico. I was recently named Chairwoman of the  
Board for GFR Media.”

Maria Eugenia Ferre Rangel ’89 

Grew up in …  
Guaynabo, Puerto Rico

Currently resides in …   
Guaynabo, Puerto Rico

Family  
Husband, Miguel José Santaella, 
D.D.S.; Son, Miguel; Daughter,  
Eugenia; Sister, Loren ’92; Niece, 
Celeste ’18

How Holy Cross affected her life 
“Holy Cross shaped my whole being — my mind, my body, and, most  
importantly, my soul. The rigorous education taught me to work hard, to learn 
every day, to be observant, to connect the dots. The spiritual education has 
influenced me the most. The values of honesty, integrity, humility, passion for 
excellence, and knowing that good hard work makes you a better human being. 
At the end it’s always about working for the greater good.”

Memorable teachers at Holy Cross   
“One of my most memorable teachers was Professor Isabel Alvarez Borland,  
of the Spanish department. My love of literature and for learning every day are  
a direct result of her influence.”

Why she believes in Holy Cross   
“In today’s world, I believe very strongly in the liberal arts education. Critical 
thinking, writing, analyzing, contextualizing, and communicating are so much 
more important in a world that is so interconnected. The Jesuit component 
becomes extremely relevant in a world where we need to foster social justice, 
tolerance, and acceptance. We all need to be at the service of others.”

How she focuses her Holy Cross philanthropy and why   
“In Puerto Rico, we have great institutions we help as a family, such as Museo 
de Arte de Ponce, Centro Sor Isolina Ferre, and Universidad del Sagrado  
Corazon. I was lucky to be given the opportunity to get an extraordinary  
education at Holy Cross. Getting involved in this campaign — especially in  
the new Arts Center — joins two great passions for me: education and the arts.  
I hope it will truly enhance the experience of the liberal arts at Holy Cross.”
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Whoever said “nice guys finish last” never met George Blaney ’61,  
P89,88,86.

Blaney coached the Holy Cross Men’s Basketball team for 22 years  
(longer than any coach in Holy Cross history), posted a record of  
357 wins (making him the winningest coach for Holy Cross Men’s  
Basketball), and led the school to eight national post-season appearances. 
An All-New England selection as a player for Holy Cross, Blaney was 
drafted into the fourth round of the NBA draft by the New York Knicks, 
and played the 1961–62 season.

Not only does he have a stellar career history, he’s also touted by his 
friends as the “epitome of what Holy Cross stands for” —  he’s sincere, 
humble, hardworking, and so much more.

Last winter, in honor of their 55th Reunion, a group of 1961 alumni 
rallied funding for the new practice court at the Hart Center to name it 
after their long-time friend. They joined several former basketball players 
under Coach Blaney and, together, led the charge. 

“It blows my mind to know there are so many players and friends who 
think so much of me,” Blaney says. “The practice court is where I’ve  
always been able to sort things out, whether as a player — to work on 
some part of my game — or as a coach to make improvements on our 
team,” he continues. “This honor is very special. I can never thank them 
enough.”

Former players don’t hesitate to share how much they learned under 
Coach Blaney — and that’s not limited to basketball. Blaney credits his 
own high school basketball coach, Jerry Halligan, for teaching him what 
it takes to be a great leader. “He taught me that enthusiasm and energy 
are so important to the game,” Blaney remembers. “I picked that up from 
him. I also learned that practice was the place to teach how to compete, 
how to be tough, and how to treat people.”  

Blaney and his wife, Maryellen, have five children, three of whom are 
Holy Cross graduates. One of Blaney’s grandchildren, Bridget ’20 (whose 
parents are also alumni), began at Holy Cross this fall. She’s the seventh 
Blaney to attend the College.

The following are thoughts from a few of those classmates and former 
players who led this effort: Dick Connolly ’61, John Connors ’61, John 
Ferguson ’61, Bill Doran ’77,P16, and Jim McCaffrey ’86,P18. 

How did you meet George?

JC: George and I met pre-season, freshman year, 1957. We played some 
one-on-one in the gym, and he was quick — the quickest jump shot I 

ever saw. I really got to know George through his roommate, Joe, because 
we studied mathematics together in their dorm room. That was more 
than 55 years ago, and we are still good friends.

DC: Well, I certainly didn’t meet him in the library! We were associated 
with the same group of guys at Holy Cross, and about 20 of us remain 
close today. 

JF: As a young college student, one looks up to those with leadership 
qualities. George was a leader and a standout as a student and as a gifted 

Alumni honor George Blaney ’61:  
leader, mentor, friend
Sometimes, the most important basketball lessons are taught off-court

Left to right: Blaney, Doran, and McCaffrey in action

Coach Blaney 

(continued on back page)
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basketball player. It has been my privilege to share a friendship with 
George, a man of character, integrity, and strong moral values. 

BD: Coach Blaney recruited me in the mid-70s. I remember he stayed 
for dinner at my house in New Jersey. My parents loved him. You 
couldn’t help but love him.

JM: I met Coach Blaney when I transferred to Holy Cross. From the 
beginning, he was understated and humble, a teacher, and a family guy. 
I also knew how much he loved Holy Cross. When he spoke about the 
College, it was always from the heart. 

Why did you support naming the practice court after George?

JF: George deserves this. He dedicated 26 years to the College and was 
and is an outstanding representative of Holy Cross and also a great player 
and coach. No one has done more for Holy Cross Men’s Basketball than 
George Blaney. 

JC: George was a great player as a student and a great coach throughout 
his career. And he is also a great person and a great friend. There are  
no frills about George. He is honest, kind, and straightforward. His  
character and personality can be described in one word: composed.  
As a student, he didn’t carouse. As a coach, he was always in control.  
He never screamed at players or ran up and down the sideline. 

DC: As a student and classmate, George was always a gentleman,  
a great athlete, and a team player. He later coached that way and became 
one of the great basketball players in the history of Holy Cross. He has 
always been a class act. No wise-guy stuff. When he became a coach,  
I remember thinking, that’s who I would pick my son to play for.

BD: I give Coach Blaney a lot of credit for helping me develop as a  
person. I was shy and quiet in the beginning, and he gave me confidence 
in my abilities. It wasn’t only me. He saw things in people they didn’t  
always see in themselves. As players, we still talk about that. In addition 
to being a great coach, George is an amazing guy. He has been a part of 
my whole life. When my father passed away last year, he was very  
supportive. It meant a lot at the time, and I am glad we are close. 

JM: When the Hart Center reconstruction was announced, Bill  
Doran ’77 approached me regarding naming the practice gym after 
Coach Blaney. It was a natural way for all of us to contribute. 

What Holy Cross basketball moments will you always remember?

JF: One of many moments that reflected the greatness and talent of the 
Blaney-led 1961 team was its game on national television against number 
one-ranked West Virginia. Blaney drew the assignment of defending Jerry 
West, the best player in the country at that time. West Virginia rallied to 
defeat Holy Cross 96-90. Holy Cross finished the season ranked 13th in 
the country.

JM: I’ll never forget when we upset nationally ranked Iona my junior 
year. But more than that, I will always remember practice. In practice, 
Coach taught us life lessons — lessons about discipline, respect, and 
humility, and recognizing that there are things in life you can and cannot 
control. He taught me and dozens of other guys that the one thing you 

can control is how hard you work and how focused you are. Intensity and 
discipline are habits, and require repetition each and every day.  

BD:  The practice gym was where he emphasized hard work. And, in 
practice, we worked hard. Besides basketball, he built our character, and 
he always pushed us to do more. As a result, we were a good team and 
very competitive. I also remember he told us that the friends we meet  
at Holy Cross will be the friends we will have for the rest of our lives. 
That was so true for me. 

JM: He also imparted on all of us that it’s not necessary to be the person 
who yells the loudest. Sometimes it’s what you don’t say. He had it, he 
has it, and it’s a lost art. When I think about Coach as a leader, I think 
about him being a consistent support to all of us. 

Why do you support Holy Cross? 

JM: Many of the great things in my life started at Holy Cross. I met my 
wife, Gina ’84, at Holy Cross, and many of my great friends. For me, 
supporting the culture and values of Holy Cross is something that can be 
passed along to the generations of students to come. When I watch my 
son, Mike ’18, play football, I see how Holy Cross continues to support 
and provide the resources students need. Holy Cross develops graduates 
with values that prepare students for a global world, and that, for me, is 
worth supporting.

DC: Holy Cross was and is a great environment for students. It gave us 
guidance in terms of morals and ethics, and the students who graduate 
today are well-rounded and ready to make a difference in society. Both 
my wife, Ann Marie ’74, and I have supported Holy Cross since we left.

JF: I continue to feel a deep loyalty to Holy Cross. I also want to support 
its future and make it a place the best students want to come.

BD: I have a strong love for the College and strong relationships with the 
people there. I want to always give back to Holy Cross, as the College has 
given me so much. 

JC: I continue to be inspired by what I learned at Holy Cross more than 
50 years ago. It was there I was taught to work hard — that hard work 
is what brings rewards. For me, personally, that philosophy was the best 
lesson for me as a student, and what I carried with me as I went through 
medical school. Today, I am still overwhelmed by the spirit of our class, 
the beautiful campus, and everything the College has to offer.   

(continued from page 9)

The auxiliary gymnasium will provide more space for basketball and volleyball practice.

Blaney and his wife, Maryellen, who count three Crusaders among their five children,  
checked out progress on the Hart Center.
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